June
Turtles

Activities
Summer is here and turtles are becoming more active.
Learn more about them with the activities below.
Activity 1: Play a trivia game to learn more about turtles
Activity 2: Check out the ID sheet to see what turtles live in McHenry County.
Activity 3: Watch a video on how to safely help a turtle cross the road here

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIcqk0Vg33g&list=PLL7Ve-5DJBXdrqdgmSse4GiAfaDdg7qeO&index=6 )
Activity 4: Make your own turtle with a fun sun-catcher craft.

Activity 1: Turtle Trivia
1. Turtles are:
A.. Warm-blooded
B. Cold-blooded
C. Hot-blooded

2. The top part of a turtle’s shell is
called:

3. A turtle’s shell is made of:

A.

B. Bone

Carapace

B. Cartilage

A.

Cartilage

C. Keratin

C. Plastron

A.

Teeth

B. Claws
C. A beak

5. The sections of a turtle’s top
shell are called:

6. The bottom part of a turtles shell
is called:

A.

A.

Shields

Plastron

B. Scutes

B. Carapace

C. Barriers

C. Armor

Answer Key: 1:B; 2:A; 3:C; 4:A; 5:B; 6:A

4. Turtles do not have:

Activity 2: Who lives in McHenry County?
There are several types of turtles that live in McHenry County.
Check out this Identification sheet to see who is around and how to identify
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Painted turtle: these turtles are named for their
striking yellow, red and orange colors that appear
on their skin and bottom of their shell.

Common snapping turtle: these turtles are named for
their aggressive behavior of snapping when feeling
threatened. They have a smaller plastron, leaving them
more exposed and vulnerable.
Photo by USFWS on Flickr
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Blanding’s turtle: these turtles are endangered
in McHenry County due to loss of habitat.
Their markings are a dark carapace, and a bright
yellow chin and plastron.

Spiny softshell turtle: these turtles are named for the
soft, leathery shell covering their body. They spend most
of their time in water and have a flat shape to allow them
to fit under rocks and logs to hide from predators.

Photo by USFWS on Flickr

Common musk turtle: these turtles are named
from the “musky” smell that they produce when
they feel threatened (almost like a skunk!).
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Activity 3: Why did the turtle cross the road?

Turtles are seen crossing the road frequently in the summer months and it can be a
dangerous journey. Unfortunately turtles have to cross roads to get the things they need to
survive such as food, water, shelter, nesting area, and mating seasons. If you see a turtle
crossing a road and it is safe to help the turtle cross, please do so. Watch the video below
to see the best way to help a turtle get to where it’s going.
WATCH THE VIDEO HERE:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIcqk0Vg33g&list=PLL7Ve-5DJBXdrqdgmSse4GiAfaDdg7qeO&index=6

Activity 4: Make your own turtle sun-catcher
Follow the instructions below to create your own turtle sun-catcher.

MATERIALS NEEDED:


Washable Markers



Paper



Coffee Filter



Spray Bottle with Water



Glue Stick



Scissors

Step 1:
Take the washable markers to color and design the coffee filter (this will be the turtle’s
shell).

Step 2:
Put the coffee filter on some newspaper or a
paper bag and lightly spray the coffee filter
all over with water. The colors will start to
bleed.
Step 3:
Let the coffee filter dry completely.
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Activity 4: Make your own turtle sun-catcher (continued)

Step 4:
Cut out 4 legs, 1 head, and 1 tail out of paper.
They can be whatever color you want! Attach
them to the dried coffee filter shell.

Step 5:
Draw toes, eyes, nose, even a mouth and
scales if you want on your turtle!

Step 6:
Find a sunny window in your house
and hold your turtle up to it. Look at
the beautiful colors shining through!

