MCHENRY COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION #20-34
ACCEPTING THE RESULTS OF THE 2020 COUNTY-WIDE RESIDENT SURVEY FOR
MCHENRY COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT FROM
AQITY RESEARCH & INSIGHTS OF EVANSTON, IL
___________________________________________________________________
WHEREAS, the McHenry County Conservation District (hereinafter referred to as
the "District"), is a conservation district organized and existing under the laws of the
State of Illinois (70 ILCS 410); and
WHEREAS, the McHenry County Conservation District (hereinafter referred to as
the "District"), was created in 1971 by voter approved referendum as a conservation
district organized and existing under the laws of the State of Illinois (70 ILCS 410); and
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the District did approve on November 26th,
2019 through Resolution #19-86, the contracting with aQity Research & Insights of
Evanston, IL (hereinafter referred to as the “Contractor” to conduct a county-wide
survey; and
WHEREAS, the Contractor did conduct said survey; and
WHEREAS, the summary has now been completed and reviewed by the staff and
Trustees of the District.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the District that
it is necessary, desirable, and in the best interest of the District and the residents of
McHenry County to accept the 2020 County-Wide Resident Survey Report and Findings
for McHenry County Conservation District as presented; and the President and Secretary
of the Board of Trustees are hereby authorized to execute this resolution and the
Executive Director is authorized to execute other necessary documents to execute the
intent of this resolution.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Resolution #20-34 has been executed this 21st day
of April, 2020 by the President and attested by the Secretary of the Board of Trustees
of the District.

Ayes:

__6__

Nays:

__0__

Absent: __1__
Abstain: __0__

Vernon M Scacci
Vernon M Scacci (Apr 23, 2020)

VERNON SCACCI, PRESIDENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Carolyn Campbell

__________________________
CAROLYN CAMPBELL, SECRETARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Carolyn Campbell (Apr 23, 2020)
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Methods

Survey Methods


These findings are based on a countywide survey of n=666 households, conducted between February 7 through March 10,
2020.


The survey generated a much higher response rate than expected. The goal was to receive at least 400 completed
responses. The final count of 666 respondents is about 67% higher than the target quota.



Respondents were given one of three options to complete the survey. Most (n=478) completed it online, and
n=188 completed a printed questionnaire sent via USPS. No one opted to complete the survey by phone.



The demographic profile of the n=666 respondents was compared to 2017 US Census data for McHenry County, and was
weighted slightly by region, gender, age, presence of children under age 18, homeowner vs. renter status, and
race/ethnicity to ensure that the results are representative of all residents countywide.



Assuming no sample bias, the maximum margin of error for a sample of n=666 respondents is +/- 3.8% (at the 95%
confidence level).



Note: In most cases, any differences in responses by demographic segments reported in this presentation are statistically
meaningful at the 95% level. This means that if the survey were conducted multiple times with different random samples,
the same general findings/differences would appear in 19 out of 20 cases.
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Methods

Methods: Sample Demographics
Gender*

Region*
Male

48%

Female

52%

Prefer to self-describe

-

Age*

West

7%

Northeast

22%

Southeast

60%

Central

11%

Under 35

14%

35-49

31%

50-69

41%

Under 10 yrs.

25%

70+

14%

10-24 yrs.

38%

25-39 yrs.

24%

40+ yrs.

13%

White

81%

Black

3%

Asian

3%

Hispanic

10%

Other

3%

Length of Residence in McHenry Co.

Children in HH (under 18)*
Yes

35%

No

65%

Own/Rent Current Residence*
Own

83%

Rent

17%

* Weighted to reflect US Census data
for McHenry County

Race/Ethnicity*

4

Regional Distribution* of Respondents

West (7%)

Chemung,
Dunham, Alden,
Marengo, Riley,
and Coral Twps.

Northeast
(22%)

Central (11%)

Hartland, Greenwood,
Seneca, and Dorr Twps.

Hebron,
Richmond,
McHenry, and
Burton Twps.

Southeast
(60%)

Nunda, Algonquin,
and Grafton Twps.

* Weighted to reflect US Census data for McHenry County
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Executive Summary: Key Findings
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Executive Summary

Key Findings: Overall Esteem for the McHenry County Conservation District

The MCCD Enjoys the
Strongest Overall Esteem
Ratings Among Local
Agencies



On a 0-10 scale, the District receives favorable ratings from roughly two-thirds
(66%) of residents countywide, including:



36% who are somewhat favorable (scores of 6-8), and;
30% who hold the MCCD in the highest regard (scores of 9-10).



Only 10% offer negative ratings, giving the District a nearly 7:1 ratio of
favorable-to-unfavorable ratings.



Its average 0-10 rating is a very positive 6.9. Higher scores come from residents
ages 35-44, homeowners, and recent MCCD users/visitors.






< pg. 24 >

< pg. 25 >

No group rates the District unfavorably. The lowest scores from non-users
(5.7 on average) and renters (5.9) are still positive.

Among other local agencies:


Local school districts and local park agencies (districts and departments)
also receive favorable ratings overall (average of 6.5 each on a 0-10 scale).



Local city and village governments are held in somewhat positive esteem
(5.8).



The McHenry County government and more local township governments
receive neutral ratings on average (5.3 for each).

< pg. 25 >

By comparison, the neighboring Lake County Forest Preserve District receives
slightly higher ratings (7.3 among Lake County residents in 2019) than the
MCCD.
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Executive Summary

Key Findings: Top Strengths and Weaknesses/Improvement Opportunities for MCCD

Residents are Twice as
Likely to Offer Positive
Feedback on the MCCD than
Negatives or Improvement
Opportunities





In an open-ended format, nearly two-thirds (65%) were able to offer something
they like or feel is a specific strength of the MCCD. The rest either gave:


No feedback (30%, likely due to lack of familiarity or no strong opinions);



Negative responses (5% saying there is nothing they like about the District).

< pp. 26 >

By far the most positive feedback for the MCCD concerns its:


Efforts to conserve and protect open space, habitats, etc. (20% overall);



Maintenance and upkeep at its facilities and conservation areas (17%);



General positive comments (11%, e.g., “just does a great job”).



Similarly, residents were asked for open-ended dislikes about the District, or
suggestions for improvement. Only about a third (35%) gave a response; the
rest offered no comments (61%) or dislike nothing about the District (4%).



The negative comments were very scattered. The most frequent concerned:


A range of management/admin issues (mentioned by only 6%, e.g., the
need for more efficiency/lower costs; concerns about project timing and
land acquisition; staffing comments; etc.);



The need for more communications (likewise, only 6%, including the need
to raise awareness of its services, promote its value/accomplishments);



Increased efforts for land acquisition and variety (5%).

< pp. 30 >
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Executive Summary

Key Findings: Local Issues

Property Taxes Clearly
Dominates as the Top Local
Concern Overall



When asked about issues facing the county in general, virtually all (86%) feel
that property taxes are a serious (59%) or somewhat of a problem (27%).








< pp. 17-21 >

Older and long-term residents are by far most concerned about property
taxes, as are homeowners and those in the NE and West regions.

The next biggest concerns are distant seconds to property taxes, specifically:


Illegal drug use (58% somewhat/serious problem), especially among
older/long-term residents and those outside of the SE region;



Traffic (55%), likewise a top concern among older residents as well as those
in the Central townships.

Nearly half express at least some concern about:


Jobs/economic growth (45%);



Local flooding (43%), especially in the West and NE regions;



Water quality (41%), likewise more so among West and NE households;



The rate of growth and development (38%), with those who are most
concerned divided on whether the County is growing too fast or too slow.

< pg. 22 >

Other topics related to the MCCD (availability of outdoor recreation, and amount
of open space/natural areas) are lesser concerns, cited by about one in four
residents (usually those under age 45 and in the West region).
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Executive Summary

Key Findings: Perceived Value of MCCD

Residents Clearly Feel The
MCCD Represents a Good
Value Overall



While property taxes are the dominant concern, residents feel the MCCD
represents a good overall value given its share of taxes vs. the benefits and
services it provides.



On average, respondents believe the District represents just over 4% of their
property taxes, twice the level of the actual amount (2%).

< pg. 34 >



When informed that 2% of their property taxes goes to the MCCD, residents rate
it a very “good” value overall (average rating of 6.9 on 0-10 scale).

< pg. 35 >





This is slightly higher than the value rating that the Lake County Forest
Preserve District receives from its residents (6.6 in 2019), which also
represents 2% of their property taxes.

All segments of the McHenry County population rate the MCCD a good value,
even non-District users/visitors (average 6.4 score, still above neutral).


Residents giving it the highest value ratings are ages 35 to 44 and 65+,
recent MCCD users/visitors, and homeowners.
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Executive Summary

Key Findings: MCCD Usage and Satisfaction

Three in Five Residents
Have Recently Used or
Visited an MCCD Location



Overall, 60% report using an MCCD conservation area/facility in the past 2 years.


This level of usage is slightly lower than the 66% of Lake County residents
who reported using an LCFPD preserve or facility in 2019.



MCCD locations with the most self-reported usage are Glacial Park (56%), The
Hollows (38%), and Prairie Trail (32%); the others are cited by fewer than 20%.



The longer one has lived in McHenry County, the more likely they are to have
recently been to an MCCD location.


Having children in the household increases the likelihood of usage. The
youngest (under age 35) and oldest (ages 65+) residents are least likely to
use MCCD conservation areas or facilities.



Central and NE residents report visits more than the West and SE regions.



Regardless of these differences, the overwhelming majority of recent MCCD
users and visitors (88%) are very or somewhat satisfied with the various
experiences at these locations.



Users are most satisfied with the overall safety (8.2 average score on a 0-10
scale), accessibility (8.2), and cleanliness/upkeep at these locations (8.2)




< pg. 37 >

< pg. 38 >

< pp. 40-42 >

Residents in the West region and women tend to be most satisfied.

In fact, no more than 3% of recent users express dissatisfaction with anything.
A few (n=6) are unhappy with Prairie Trail (mostly issues with trail conditions) or
Glacial Park (n=4, usually lack of trails or maintenance). Otherwise, feedback is
very positive.
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Executive Summary

Key Findings: Non-Usage Reasons, and Priorities for the District

Most Non-Users/NonVisitors Simply Don’t Have
Time or Interest





By far, the biggest barrier to visiting an MCCD location is lack of time (cited by
48% of non-users). This is followed by other lifestyle-related issues such as:


Lack of interest or general inactivity (21%);



Disinterest in the outdoors in general (19%);



Poor health or mobility issues (12%).

< pg. 43 >

Usage barriers that the MCCD can control or address come up less often. These
includes:


An opinion that the MCCD does not have anything close to where they live
(16%, mostly from those in the outer/non-Central townships);



Access issues at these properties (only 10%), usually cited by the youngest
residents, under age 35.
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Executive Summary

Key Findings: Priorities for the McHenry County Conservation District

The MCCD’s Primary Mission
Elements Align with
Residents’ Priorities



From a list of nine issues and goals for the MCCD, each one is deemed at least
somewhat important by a majority (61% or more). However, three are clearly
seen as being the most critical, namely:


Maintaining existing conservation areas, trails and facilities (important to
86% overall, including 59% saying this is “extremely” important);



Preserving and restoring wildlife habitats (84% important overall, with 58%
“extremely” important);



Protecting and restoring natural wetlands and woodlands (85% important,
with 56% “extremely”);



Each tended to be most important to those age 35-44 and recent MCCD
users. However, all segments agree that these are priorities for the District.



Ensuring the District is financially sustainable for the long-term ranked fourth
overall, with 78% saying this is important (44% “extremely”). Those with
children also tend to feel this way.



All other goals, while receiving slightly lower importance ratings, are still
considered important to all groups.


Opening new conservation areas, trails and facilities is at least somewhat
important to 67% overall, but far lower than maintaining existing locations
(86%).



The least important item was providing water activities like canoeing and
kayaking (still somewhat or extremely important to 63% overall).

< pp. 45-50 >

13

Executive Summary

Key Findings: Opinions of MCCD Operations and Revenue Options

Residents Generally See
Steady (or Improving)
Maintenance of MCCD
Properties, But are Largely
Unaware That District Taxes
Are Consistently Below the
Maximum Allowed Rate



Overall, 74% feel that upkeep and maintenance at MCCD conservation areas and
facilities has remained consistent over the past five years. The rest are five times
more likely to say this upkeep has improved (22%) vs. declined (4%).



In a separate question, only 18% are aware that “...since 2011, the District has
taken the full property tax level increase as allowed by statute in only two of the
last eight years, saving taxpayers more than $3.6 million”. A majority of all
subgroups (at least 76%) are unaware of this.



Even fewer (12%) know that the outstanding bonds from the 2007 referendum
will be paid off in 2025, after which the District’s share of a household’s property
taxes will drop 60%.



These fiscal and operational topics are key opportunities for the District to
leverage as part of communications and marketing strategies to reinforce the
value it represents and demonstrate excellent stewardship of taxpayer dollars.


Potential New (Non-Tax)
Sources of Revenue
Receive Some (Albeit
Weak) Support

< pg. 51 >

< pg. 52 >

This aligns with earlier findings suggesting that the MCCD needs to do more
to promote its value and make residents aware of its accomplishments.



The vast majority (82%) would support the District charging facility rental fees
for meetings, birthday parties, with 31% strongly in favor.



Other revenue ideas receive support from roughly three in five residents (e.g.,
higher fees for camping permits and picnic shelter rentals, charging nominal fees
for education programs), but nearly half of this support is “soft”.



Residents are divided on instituting/increasing special use fees at specific sites,
but are strongly opposed to the District charging for parking at its locations.

< pp. 54-55 >
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Executive Summary

Key Findings: Awareness of the Foundation, and Final Comments

Familiarity with the
McHenry County
Conservation Foundation is
Low, and Almost
Exclusively Depending on
MCCD Mailings

Final Comments Echo
Earlier Suggestions for
Communication and
Physical Improvements



Seventeen percent report at least some familiarity with the Foundation, but only
2% consider themselves “very familiar”.


A majority (55%) are “not at all” familiar, suggesting that they have never
heard of the Foundation.



When asked about their primary source of information regarding the Foundation,
general mailings from the District/Foundation top the list at 31% (mostly middleaged residents and those in the West and SE regions).



Beyond these mailings, there is no preferred method. About equal numbers rely
on social media (14%), the District/Foundation website (14%), word of mouth
from family and friends (10%), information from other environmental groups
(9%), or donor correspondence that some receive (8%).



In an open-ended question at the end of the survey, 36% were unable to think
of any suggestions of how the MCCD could serve them better. This includes
13% who are completely pleased with the District (no complaints at all).



The rest offered various suggestions, most often administrative issues (usually
more/better communication to the public to raise awareness of District efforts
and activities – 17%), followed by:



< pp. 57-58 >



Finding ways to lower property taxes/costs (9%);



Offering more programs, events, educational opportunities (8%).

A few cite property or facility improvements (e.g., more/better trails, general
improvements, more accessibility/parking, etc.)

< pp. 60 >
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I.

Local Issues
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Local Issues

From a list of local issues, property taxes are by far the biggest concern among McHenry
County residents; a majority (59%) saying they are a serious problem. Most are likewise at
least somewhat concerned with illegal drug use and the amount of traffic in the County.
Level of Concern with Local Issues

Illegal drug use
Traffic
Jobs and economic growth
Local flooding
Water quality

12%

30%

7%

38%

17%

Crime and gangs

18%
35%

Amount of open space and natural areas

35%

Not at all a problem

40%
42%
47%

32%
Not much of a problem

55%
45%

34%

9%

43%

30%

11%

41%

6%

25%

53%

Availability of outdoor recreation opportunities

6%

32%

45%

58%

13%
39%

39%

20%

18%

42%

40%

17%

86%

40%

44%

11%

Rate of growth and development

Quality of public schools

59%

27%

Property taxes 2% 12%

% Serious +
Somewhat of a problem

22%
18%
16%

Somewhat of a problem

Indicates environmental/ecological/recreational issues

38%

4%

29%

3%

25%

5%

23%

5%

21%

Serious problem
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Local Issues

Based on average 4-point scale ratings (1=“not at all a problem” through 4=“serious
problem”), the top tier concerns are property taxes, traffic, and illegal drugs.


Concern about each of these top three issues tends to increase with age; older residents are consistently the most
concerned about taxes, traffic and illegal drugs.



Property taxes are especially a concern in the NE and West regions, while households in the Central area cite traffic as a
higher-than-average problem.

Local Issues

Property Taxes

Traffic

Illegal Drug
Use

Avg. Concern Rating
(1=not at all a
problem, 4=serious
problem)

Less Concerned than Avg.

More Concerned than Avg.

3.4







Under age 35 (2.8)
Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (3.0)
Hispanic households (3.2)
Non-MCCD users (3.3)
Renters (3.1)

 Ages 35+ (3.5)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 25-34 Yrs. (3.6), 35+
yrs. (3.7)
 White residents (3.5)
 MCCD users (3.5)
 Homeowners (3.5)
 NE (3.5) and West regions (3.6)

2.6






Under age 35 (2.3)
Households with children (2.5)
Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (2.4)
NE region (2.5)






2.6






Men (2.5)
Under age 35 (2.5), ages 45-54 (2.5)
Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (2.4)
SE region (2.5)

 Women (2.7)
 Ages 65+ (2.8)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 25-34 yrs. (2.8), 35+
yrs. (3.1)
 NE (2.9), Central and West regions (2.8)

Ages 55+ (2.7)
No children in household (2.7)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (2.9)
Central region (2.8)
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Local Issues

Local Issues of “Average” Concern


Local issues receiving “average” (mid-range) scores vary by subgroups. Long-term area residents are consistently most
concerned with jobs/economic growth, flooding, water quality, and the rate of growth and development.



These four issues also tend to be bigger issues among residents in the NE and/or West regions.

Local Issues

Avg. Concern Rating
(1=not at all a
problem, 4=serious
problem)

Less Concerned than Avg.
Under age 35 (2.1)
Lived in McHenry Co. <25 yrs. (2.3)
Children in household (2.3)
Hispanic residents (2.1)
SE region (2.3)

Jobs/Economic
Growth

2.4







Local Flooding

2.3

 Lived in McHenry Co. <25 yrs. (2.3)
 Central region (2.1)

Water Quality

2.3






Rate of
Growth/
Development

2.3

 Under age 35 (2.0)
 Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (2.1)
 Central and SE regions (2.2)

Men (2.2)
Lived in McHenry Co. 10-14 yrs. (2.1)
Households with children (2.2)
Central (2.1) and SE regions (2.2)

More Concerned than Avg.






Ages 45+ (2.5)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (2.6)
Households without children (2.5)
White residents (2.4)
West (2.8) and Central regions (2.5)

 Lived in McHenry Co. 25+ yrs. (2.5)
 West (2.6) and NE (2.5) regions





Women (2.4)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (2.4)
No children in household (2.4)
West (2.7) and NE regions (2.6)

 Ages 55-64 (2.5)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (2.5)
 NE region (2.5)
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Local Issues

Issues of Lower Concern


While ranking lower in overall importance (based on average scores), residents in the West continue to express greater
concern about crime/gangs, the amount of outdoor recreation and open space/natural areas, and the quality of local
schools.



MCCD-related issues of outdoor recreation and offering open space and natural areas tend to be more important to
younger households (the only issues in which those under age 35 tend to be more concerned than average).

Local Issues

Crime and
Gangs
Availability of
Outdoor
Recreation
Opportunities
Amount of
Open Space/
Natural Areas
Quality of
Public Schools

Avg. Concern Rating
(1=not at all a
problem, 4=serious
problem)

Less Concerned than Avg.

More Concerned than Avg.

2.2

 Under age 55 (2.0)
 Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (2.0),
15-24 yrs. (2.0)
 Households with children (2.0)
 Hispanic residents (1.9)
 SE region (2.0)







1.9

 Ages 65+ (1.7)
 SE region (1.8)

 Under age 45 (2.1)
 West region (2.2)

1.9

 Ages 65+ (1.8)
 SE region (1.9)

 Under age 35 (2.1)
 West region (2.2)

1.9

<no meaningful differences>

 Ages 55-64 (2.1)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (2.1)
 West region (2.5)

Ages 65+ (2.4)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (2.6)
No children in household (2.3)
White residents (2.2)
West (2.6) and Central regions (2.4)
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Local Issues

When asked to prioritize the two most important local issues, property taxes clearly remains
the top concern. Schools rank a distant second in terms of importance (recall that they are
seldom seen as a problem), along with jobs and economic growth.


Note that nearly two in five residents (37%) cite at least one environmental/ecology/open space concern among their top
two issues, usually water quality and the amount of open space/natural areas available. This set of issues totals 17%
across the overall “#1” concerns.

Most Important Local Issue(s)
Property taxes

17%

53%

Quality of public schools

11%

7%

Jobs and economic growth

11%

6%

Traffic

12%

3% =

Water quality
Crime and gangs
Amount of open space/natural areas
Illegal drug use
Rate of growth and development
Availability of outdoor recreation opport.

6%
9%

= 18%
= 17%
15%

= 13%

7%
4%

= 13%

= 11%

5% 6%

= 11%

7% 4%
9% 2%
5% 3% =

= 70% Top 2 Issues

= 11%

Indicates environmental/ecological/
recreational issues

8%

Local flooding 4% = 5%
Other 4%4% = 8% (e.g., local government issues (e.g., too many units of government, anti2nd Most Important

Most Important

government comments, political infighting); poor road quality; homelessness;
snow removal, etc.
Note: Results under 2% are not labeled
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Local Issues

Among those who rank “open space” a top-two issue, a majority feel there
is not enough in McHenry County; only 3% feel there is too much.


Those placing the highest importance on the rate of growth and development in the County are more divided on whether
this pace of growth is too fast (33%) or too slow (39%).

Follow-Up Attitudes on Amount of Open Space, and Rate of
Growth/Development in McHenry County
(Of those citing each as a Top-Two Issue)

33%
60%
28%

37%

Not Enough

Too Fast

Right Amount

About Right

Too Much

39%

Too Slow

3%
Amount of Open Space in McHenry Co. (n=71)

Rate of Growth/Development in McHenry Co.
(n=57)

Q. (If “Open Space/Natural Areas” a first/second most important issue): Regarding open space and natural areas, do you think that McHenry
County has too much, the right amount, or not enough?
Q. (If “Growth/Development” a first/second most important issue): Do you think that the rate of growth and development in McHenry County is too
fast, about right, or too slow?

22

II. MCCD Esteem, Name Recognition,
Strengths and Weaknesses
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Esteem and Name Recognition

Roughly two-thirds (66%) hold the MCCD in favorable esteem overall, about even with
local school and park districts/agencies in the county. Fewer than one in five residents
are dissatisfied with these agencies (including just 10% unhappy with the MCCD).


The MCCD’s ratio of favorable to unfavorable ratings is nearly 7:1. It also has the highest numbers who hold it in highest
regard (30%).



Residents have only a slightly favorable of their township and county government agencies. About two in five (39% to
41%) give positive ratings, while one in four (25% to 26%) are dissatisfied with each.

Esteem Ratings (0-10) and % Familiar with Local Agencies
McHenry Co. Conservation District

10%

Local public school district

Local community park district or parks department

Local city/village government

16%

13%

25%

Your township government

26%

Neutral (5)

34%

35%

Somewhat Positive (6-8)

10%

8%

21%

40%

28%

12%

26%

42%

24%

21%

30%

40%

18%

McHenry Co. government

Negative (0-4)

36%

24%

% Unfamiliar

11%

35%

31%

6%

8%

6%

6%

9%

Highest Regard (9-10)
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Esteem Ratings

Based on the average 0-10 scores for each agency, all resident subgroups countywide give
the MCCD favorable scores. It never receives a rating below a 5.7 from non-visitors (still
considered a positive score).


While residents in each region feel roughly about the same about the MCCD, those in the West and NE areas tend to hold
the other agencies less favorably than their overall average score. Conversely, SE and Central residents tend to be most
favorable in general.

Agency

Avg. 0-10
Esteem Rating

Lower than Avg. Ratings

Higher than Avg. Ratings

6.9






Under age 35 (6.0)
Renters (5.9)
Non-MCCD users (5.7)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (6.6)






Ages 35-44 (7.3)
Homeowners (7.1)
MCCD users (7.5)
Lived in McHenry Co. 25-35 yrs. (7.3)

6.5







Women (6.3)
Under age 35 (5.9), ages 55-64 (6.0)
No children in HH (6.2)
West region (4.7)
Non-MCCD users (6.2)

•
•
•
•
•

Men (6.8)
Ages 35-44 (7.2), 45-54 (6.9)
Children in HH (7.2)
Central (6.7) and SE regions (6.9)
MCCD users (6.7)

Your Community Park
District/Parks Department

6.5

 Under age 35 (5.8)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 15-24 yrs. (6.2),
35+ yrs. (6.2)
 Non-MCCD users (6.1)
 West (4.6) and NE regions (5.9)

•
•
•
•

Ages 65+ (6.7)
Lived in McHenry Co. 10-14 yrs. (7.4)
MCCD users (6.7)
Central (7.1) and SE regions (6.8)

You Local City/Village
Government

5.8

 Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (5.2)
 Non-MCCD users (5.5)
 West (4.7) and NE regions (5.4)

 Lived in McHenry Co. <25 yrs. (6.0)
 MCCD users (6.0)
 Central region (6.1)

McHenry Co. Government

5.3

 West (4.1) and NE regions (5.1)

 Central and SE regions (5.4 each)

Your Township
Government

5.3

 Under age 35 (5.0), 55-64 (4.9)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 15-24 yrs. (4.8)
 West region (4.8)

 Ages 65+ (5.6)
 Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (5.6)
 Central region (5.9)

McHenry County
Conservation District

Your Local Public School
District
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MCCD Strengths

In an open-ended format, nearly two thirds of residents were able to offer
positive comments or strengths for the MCCD.


These responses vary, but mostly center on the District’s
effectiveness in protecting open space and conserving
natural areas (20%). Nearly as many (17%) feel that the
MCCDs conservation areas and facilities are well-maintained.



Another 11% gave general positive feedback.



Examples of these comments are on the next pages.

Top Strengths (open-ended)
Protecting open space/
conservation efforts

20%

Well-maintained
(clean, good upkeep)

17%

Pleased with events/activities/
programs

Feedback on McHenry Co.
Conservation District Strengths?

No Feedback/
Not Familiar
30%

Offered
Feedback
65%

Abundant properties/lots of options

8%
7%

Good management/admin (helpful
staff, fiscally responsible, etc.)

6%

Trails/Paths (bike, hiking, walking)

6%

Family-friendly/options for kids

4%

Safe 3%
Other/Misc. positive comments
(1-2% of respondents)
Nothing
Positive
5%

Pleased with MCCD in general,
nothing specific

17%
11%

Q12. Please indicate or describe what you like most about the McHenry County Conservation District, or what the McHenry County Conservation District
does particularly well. (most frequent multiple open-ended responses)
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MCCD Strengths

Sample Verbatims: MCCD Strengths
"I do like the fact that they do a good job maintaining the open spaces and land they own or oversee. I think they are
persistent in their efforts which I appreciate."
"Protecting land and parks in particular. Excellent land management team. Protection of streams and wetlands. Accessible
local government."
"I love the open spaces, away from commercialism. I love the woods and open areas."
"Beautiful preserves that are well maintained."
"Very great work keeping areas safe, clean, and clear walkways. Great information available for education, mapping and
species identification."
"How outdoor recreation areas are preserved and maintained, as well as availability for public use."
"It's focus on open space and the preservation/maintenance of public land. "
"The MCCD has done a phenomenal job providing rich natural landscapes, protecting our wildlife and offering educational and
recreational opportunities for our entire community. One of my favorite things Is Glacial Park.“
"Well-maintained natural areas. Many more recreational opportunities than the average American town."
"I believe that MCCD does a great job in maintaining and developing those resources currently under their control."
"conservation areas are clean, quiet and not crowded."
"The area is well kept. There isn't much trash and there is a lot of green space."
"Beautifully maintained parks and facilities, lots of activities for all ages“
"Sponsoring outdoor activities. Providing and maintaining appropriate green space."
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MCCD Strengths

Sample Verbatims: MCCD Strengths
"I like their educational programs. Their staff is always friendly and helpful."
"Comes up with new and innovative ways for recreation such as bike paths"
"We just moved here in July. We are very impressed with the number of activities and opportunities for education for
interested people of all ages. The Facebook page is excellent at promoting and making us aware of those events."
"The hunting programs. It is hard to find places to hunt nearby. I have enjoyed time in the field with my sons and friends.
Gabe does a wonderful job, and my neighbors and 2 of my friends also joined."
"They try to make the conservation area's family-friendly and safe. Along with keeping some open land, so we don't end up
like the cement city of bigger cities and counties in the state"
"The Conservation District offers the opportunity to get out and explore open land, offer informational sessions on outdoor
life, and keep our Conservation land in top shape."
"MCCD has some great sites close to our house and we use them all the time. MCCD has a great staff and they provide great
learning opportunities for people of all ages."
"The amount of conservation parks throughout the county and not just localized in one area."
"Large sites open to the public with nice trails. Waterway preservation with canoe access. Preserving natural areas and
restoring them, although much more restoration needs to be done. Environmental education."
"I like that the conservation district involves artists and provides opportunities for local artists to record and display the
wonderful natural art that makes this part of the country so beautiful. I like that the conservation district is made accessible to
everyone. They have a great outreach program and I hope they continue. More people need to respect the earth."
"Bike trails! We need more ways to connect to them and parking areas. They are always well maintained.“
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MCCD Strengths

Sample Verbatims: MCCD Strengths
"I enjoy the opportunity to be in the conservation hunt for whitetail deer and the opportunity to enjoy nature in general. I
believe the rules and regulations that are in place are generally fair and sensible."
"The Brookdale facility of the McHenry County Conservation District is the District's main administrative facility. It houses the
administrative staff, planning, facilities, and the District's Police Department. The structures for staff are a gorgeous old set of
buildings. The surrounding property is a beautiful, natural outdoor area great for a stroll at lunch, a long walk, or to sit and
just enjoy nature. The staff there are great! Friendly people and true, passionate environmental appreciators."
"The district works on projects and does well on carrying them out. Concerts, education, collecting seeds, school stream
project... Has some very intelligent, hard working staff."
"Informative Facebook Videos. Educational Programs. Candlelight Hikes. Care of Properties“
"We enjoy the parks very much. They are expansive, lots of options throughout the county. They are well maintained. We
enjoy the magazine and the activities, especially the concerts at Glacier Park. It would be nice to have more."
"available land for hikes or activities, seasonal talks, recycling"
"I like that there are a lot of places to go and do outdoor activities like the bike trail that was just redone a few years ago and
the areas where it conserved open spaces."
"I like the parks and outdoor areas, such as forest preserves and trails. I think McHenry county has a lot of outdoor areas that
are safe and well cared for."
"Large sites open to the public with nice trails. Waterway preservation with canoe access. Preserving natural areas and
restoring them, although much more restoration needs to be done. Environmental education.“
"The bird watching areas are amazing and usually well-kept. There could always be more land preserved for wildlife, and I
really enjoy being able to walk the trails close to home."
"Education and restoration."
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MCCD Weaknesses

In a separate open-ended question, only about a third (35%) were able to
offer any negatives about the MCCD or improvements they want to see.


These comments were scattered; no single
issue or concern was cited by more than 6%
overall (usually issues with District policies or
administration, as well as the need to raise
awareness of the MCCD’s services and
activities).

Top Weaknesses (open-ended)
Issues with policies/management
(inefficient, lack of transparency, etc.)

6%

Increase communication and awareness
(promote services, convey value)

6%

Aquire more properties, add more variety

Feedback on McHenry Co.
Conservation District Weaknesses?

No Feedback/
Not Familiar
61%

Offered
Feedback
35%

Nothing
Negative
4%

5%

Lower taxes, adjust costs

4%

Better maintenance/upkeep

3%

Inconvenient, difficult to access

3%

More trails needed/better connectivity

3%

Hunting/Fishing opportunities

2%

Dog park improvements

2%

Flooding concerns

2%

Other/Misc. negative comments
(1% each)

9%

Q3. Please indicate or describe what you dislike most about the McHenry County Conservation District, or what the McHenry County
Conservation District does not do well? (most frequent multiple open-ended responses)
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MCCD Weaknesses

Sample Verbatims: MCCD Weaknesses
"I feel that MCCD is constantly pushing for more open space purchases with disregard to cost to develop and maintain. Some
of the recent purchases made appear to benefit a few instead of the many (buying property next to specific developments
etc.). Not a lot of faith in that regard.“
"They have too much power and they take a lot of good land that should remain as farmland."
"The lack of support for the field staff while promoting office staff to new higher salaried positions. Such a disconnect with the
community and the staff that is actually out there doing it.“
“No longer host 'Trail of History’."
"I feel like the MCCD is a little behind the times when it comes to incorporating technology into their facilities and programs.“
"Would like to see less time/money spent on regulation and more spent on getting community involvement in maintenance
and utilization of property.“
"Everything, They take the property off the tax rolls, throw up a sign that says they have saved the view for me. And that is all
I get higher property taxes and sign with a view.“
"Currently the funds are not handled properly. I didn't see this in the past. Funds should be used to improve, maintain, and
purchase land."
"Promote itself better. Bring back Trail of History! More programs/events of that type"
"I think that it would be best to have the information more accessible to the average person who isn't looking to seek out
information from the McHenry County Conservation District."
"They don't communicate very well with the public...I think they need to tell their story in a better way."
"there is no real marketing to make people aware of the availability“
"Honestly, I cannot think of anything. Maybe more publicity for what's on offer, but that is such a quibble."
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MCCD Weaknesses

Sample Verbatims: MCCD Weaknesses
"Not enough money given to land management. District has stopped buying land when it is available and cheaper."
"Very limited camping and the parks should be open longer with 24/7 access."
“Develop properties for hiking and bird watching."
"I wish that they had more locations and more terrain options."
"Not enough natural lands, i.e. forest preserves, natural lands, walking (biking) trails."
"Need to have more parks / bike paths -- more dog parks -- city pool would be nice."
"I wish there were more parks because I like variety when I walk the trails. I know this is nit-picky, but I wish the trails were
paved. It's not fun to walk through puddles created by heavy rains or snow melt in the unpaved portions where your feet get
soaked."
"Increased taxes and property off the tax rolls."
"Tax burden."
"Tax dollars spent!!!"
"Their desire to raise taxes to buy more land."
"Maintaining property under their control. Take better care of existing property. Do you need to acquire any more
property?"
"The conservation we will by never seems to be maintained."
"I don't feel that rest areas are clean and stocked."
“The path through our sub-division could be maintained better; it’s not even and dangerous to run on if not careful. Other
paths nearby are cleared of snow while ours isn’t."
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MCCD Weaknesses

Sample Verbatims: MCCD Weaknesses
"Hours of operation on things is often very limited"
"Not enough parks and natural areas near me."
"Wheelchairs; need paving and a place to sit on the trail for hurting people and the elderly. More covered picnic tables."
“Facilities are not as accessible as Lake County; the crushed gravel paths, play areas and shelters are more prevalent.“
“Needs to be more trails and areas for hiking. It is important for the physical and mental health of citizens of this town."
"No through hike opportunities or backpacking camp locations."
"Need more walking trails through conservation areas. These trails could simply be mowed grass!"
“More hiking trails and some better upkeep on current trails. At The Hollows, one trail section is almost always flooded."
"They don't have a big variety of running trails. The taxes we pay are ridiculously high and we don't get all the services."
"Quality of fishing opportunities."
"Not enough public hunting options, such as pheasant hunting or more deer hunting locations."
"Based on the amount of land the district owns, I would like to see more land open for hunting initiatives, and more variety of
hunting opportunities. It would also be really cool to have a few honeybee yards available for residents to lease."
"Not enough parks and fields that are dog-friendly.“
“Not enough enforcement of leash laws. One of my dogs does not like other dogs; I fear for his safety when we go for a walk as
others do not leash their dogs. Also, not happy about the trails closed at The Hollows. I left feedback on this and only got hangup return calls with no message on who to call back. Closing the upper trail has ruined access to the campground, as the lower
trail is in a state of perpetual flooding.”
"Not solving flooded areas as well as they should."
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Estimate of MCCD’s Share of Property Taxes

McHenry County residents on average believe that the MCCD represents twice as much
of their property taxes than it actually receives.


On average, residents believe that 4.1% of their property taxes goes to the District, when in fact its actual share is half that
amount (just 2%).



One in four residents (26%) believe that the MCCD accounts for over a tenth of their property taxes, including:


Nearly half (47%) of those under age 35, and 31% of those age 65+.

Estimated Share of Property Taxes Going to MCCD
38%

26%
21%
15%

<2%

2%

3% to 9%

10% or More

Correct
answer
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Value of MCCD Share of Property Taxes

When informed that the District represents 2% of one’s property taxes, residents feel
that it represents a “good” value overall.


The average 0-10 value rating is 6.9 which is
considered a good score.







By comparison, only 12% feel it is a poor
value (scores below a neutral rating of 5).

Most
Value

While the youngest residents (under age 35) give
the lowest scores, their average rating (5.5) is
still positive (above a neutral 5.0).
Even non-MCCD users/visitors rate the District a
good value overall (average 6.4 rating).




A third (32%) rate the MCCD an excellent
value (scores of 9+), and another 32% say it
is a good value (scores of 6-8).

Significant Differences: Value of
Property Taxes to MCCD

Ages 35-44 (7.4)

•

In McHenry Co. 10-14 yrs. (7.4)

•

MCCD users (7.2)

•

Ages 65+ (7.2)

•

Homeowners (7.1)

•

White residents (7.0)

OVERALL AVERAGE = 6.9

Non-white residents and renters also tend to
give lower-than average ratings.

The highest ratings tend to come MCCD users,
both 35-44 year-olds and those over 65, those
who have been in McHenry Co. 10-14 years, and
homeowners.

•

Least
Value

•

In McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (6.7),
15-24 yrs. (6.5)

•

Non-MCCD users (6.4)

•

Hispanic households (6.3)

•

Other non-white households (6.1)

•

Renters (5.9)

•

Under age 35 (5.5)

Q. For McHenry County households, 2% of your property taxes goes to the McHenry County Conservation District.
Thinking about the natural land preservation, wildlife habitat protection, environmental education and outdoor
recreational programs and facilities that District provides, how would you rate the overall value of your property taxes
that go to the Conservation District? (0-10 scale, with 0=“poor” value, 5=“average” value, and 10=“excellent” value)
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III. Recent MCCD Usage/Visits and
Satisfaction

36

Recent MCCD Visits/Usage

Three in five residents countywide (60%) report that they or someone in their
household visited an MCCD conservation area or facility in the past two years.




A majority of these self-reported visitors went to
Glacial Park, and at least a third also report
going to The Hollows and Prairie Trail.
Nearly one in five visited the Nippersink Creek
Canoe Trail, Pleasant Valley, and/or Marengo
Ridge.

Used or Visited an MCCD
Preserve in Past 2 Years?

Yes
60%

No
40%

n = 396

Visited or Used Preserve in Past 2 Years
(Top Responses)

%
Reporting
(n=396)

Glacial Park

56%

The Hollows

38%

Prairie Trail

32%

Nippersink Creek Canoe Trail

18%

Pleasant Valley

18%

Marengo Ridge

16%

Fel Pro RRR

14%

Coral Woods

11%

Rush Creek

10%

Silver Creek

5%

Lake in the Hills Fen

4%

Hickory Grove Highlands/Lyons Prairie and Marsh

4%

Brookdale Administration Building

3%

Boone Creek

3%

Fox Bluff

3%

< all others cited by 2% or few er respondents >
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Recent MCCD Visits/Usage

Roughly half (48% or more) of all segments report visiting or using an
MCCD conservation area or facility in the past two years.


Those most likely to have done so are:








Longer-term residents;
Households in the Central and NE regions
Ages 35-44 and 55-64, especially those with
children;
Men;
Homeowners.

Less frequent visitors tend to include:





Most Likely Visitors
-

Newer McHenry Co. residents and renters;
Both the youngest and oldest adults,
especially those without children;
Women;
Households in the SE region.

Lived in McHenry Co. 25-34 yrs. (74%)
Central region (71%)
Ages 35-44 (71%)
Men (69%)
NE region (68%)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (67%)
Ages 55-64 (67%)
Households with children (65%)
Homeowners (62%)

OVERALL: 60% “yes/visited
in past 2 years”
-

West region (57%)
Households without children (57%)
SE region (55%)
Women (52%)
Lived in McHenry Co. 10-14 yrs. (52%)
Under age 35 (51%)
Ages 65+ (50%)
Renters (49%)
Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (48%)

Least Likely Visitors
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Recent MCCD Visits/Usage

Looking at self-reported usage by region, Glacial Park appears to draw a larger than
average number of visitors from the NE region, as does Nippersink Creek Canoe Trail.








The Hollows is disproportionately
used mostly by SE region
residents. Similarly, those
reporting visits to Fel Pro RRR are
almost exclusively from the SE.
West and Central region
households appear to visit
Marengo Ridge, Coral Woods, and
Rush Creek more often than
average.
Among these conservation areas,
usage of Prairie Trail is most
consistent with the overall
distribution of MCCD visitors (less
impact by proximity).
By comparison, Rush Creek is the
most “evenly” used location by
region (between 19% and 29%
usage across each region).

Top-Reported Conservation
Areas Visited

Region
West

Central

6%

13%

25%

56%

Glacial Park

4%

13%

36%

47%

The Hollows

3%

10%

15%

72%

Prairie Trail

5%

12%

22%

61%

Nippersink Creek Canoe Trail

4%

9%

54%

33%

Pleasant Valley

8%

23%

10%

59%

Marengo Ridge

22%

26%

8%

44%

Fel Pro RRR

3%

6%

5%

86%

Coral Woods

25%

20%

9%

46%

Rush Creek

26%

19%

29%

26%

Overall (row) % of Users (n=396)

Northeast Southeast

Higher than average response by region (compared to overall row %)
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Satisfaction with MCCD Experience

Satisfaction among recent MCCD users and visitors is very strong, especially for the
safety, accessibility, and overall upkeep of these locations.


Roughly half of all recent visitors are “completely satisfied” with MCCD conservation areas and facilities across each of
these attributes. No more than 3% express any dissatisfaction.

Satisfaction with Recently-Visited MCCD Sites
Overall Experience and Satisfaction 3% 9%

Overall Safety 3% 10%

Overall Access (parking,
3% 9%
paths, entrances and exits, etc.)

Overall Cleanliness and Upkeep

3% 8%

43%

Avg. 0-10
Rating
45%

8.1

35%

52%

8.2

37%

51%

8.2

41%

48%

8.2

2%
Overall Level of Restoration/
Maintenance of the Natural Setting

11%

Dissatisfied (0-4)

44%

Neutral (5)

Somewhat Satisfied (6-8)

43%

Completely Satisfied (9-10)

8.0
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MCCD Issues/Priorities

This high level of satisfaction with MCCD conservation areas and facilities is
strong among all user segments.


The lowest ratings from any group are 7.4 (on a 0-10 scale), considered to be “very satisfied”.



Note that residents in the West region tend to be especially happy with the sense of safety and overall accessibility at
MCCD locations; those in the Northeast are slightly less satisfied.



Renters also tend to be less satisfied with the perceived accessibility of conservation areas compared to homeowners.

Issue/Priority

Avg. 0-10
Importance
Rating

Overall Experience

8.1

 Men (7.9)

 Women (8.3)

Overall Safety

8.2

 NE region (7.9)

 West region (8.7)

Overall Accessibility

8.2

 NE region (7.9)
 Renters (7.4)

 West region (8.7)
 Homeowners (8.3)

Overall
Cleanliness/Upkeep

8.2

Overall Level of
Restoration/Maintenance
of Natural Setting

8.0

Lower than Avg. Ratings

Higher than Avg. Ratings

< No meaningful differences >
 Men (7.8)
 White residents (7.9)

 Women (8.3)
 Hispanic (8.7) and other non-white
residents (8.7)
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Dislikes/Opportunities for MCCD

Relatively few recent visitors cite dissatisfaction with any MCCD properties.


Prairie Trail received the most dissatisfied responses (n=6), most of which cited trail quality (n=4). Four people are unhappy
with Glacial Park, usually the need for more trails/better accessibility in general.



No other locations were cited by more than two respondents overall.


Beyond the Nippersink Creek Canoe Trail and Fell Pro (n=2 cases each), other MCCD conservation areas receiving
single dissatisfied responses included Brookdale, Coral Woods, Elizabeth Lake Nature Preserve, Exner Marsh, Fox Bluff,
and The Hollows. Most often these comments touched on accessibility and maintenance concerns.
Reasons for Dissatisfaction with Parks or Facilities (top responses, unweighted n of cases)
Prairie Trail

n=6

Glacial Park

Nippersink Creek
Canoe Trail

Fel Pro RRR

n=4

n=2

n=2

Responses
• Trails need more maintenance (n=4)
• Accessibility (parking, trail connectivity) (n=1)
• Safety concerns (reports of crime) (n=1)

Responses
• Lack of paths (accessible to bikes, wheelchairs, strollers) (n=2)
• Maintenance issues (increased flooding) (n=1)
• General dissatisfaction (n=1)

Responses
• General dissatisfaction (n=2)

Responses
• Safety concerns (too many off-leash dogs, needs more monitoring) (n=1)
• General dissatisfaction (n=1)

Q18. If you are dissatisfied with any McHenry County Conservation District facilities or conservation areas, which one(s) and why?
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Reasons for Non-Usage/Visits

Among non-visitors to MCCD locations, most often they cite a lack of time and/or lack
of interest as reasons for not using District conservation areas or facilities.


Middle-age adults (ages 45-64) tend to report a lack of time, while the youngest adults (under age 35) cite a lack of
interest, compared to the overall non-visitor response.



Sixteen percent feel there are no MCCD conservation areas or facilities nearby. This response tends to come from every
region except those in the Central area (where only 5% of non-users cite this as a reason).



Younger adults under age 35 also tend to report accessibility as a barrier to usage (24%, vs. 10% overall).
Reasons for Non-Usage/Visits (multiple open-ended responses, based on n=173 non-users)
Too Busy/No Time

48%

Just Not Interested/Not Active

21%

Just Not an "Outdoors" Person
Location/Nothing Close to Where I Live
Poor Health/Mobility Issues

19%
16%
12%

Hard to Access (e.g., limited parking, difficult walkways, etc.)

10%

Dislike MCCD, Had a Bad Experience

3%

Poor Quality/Condition of Conservation Areas

2%
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IV.

Importance of MCCD Issues/
Priorities
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MCCD Issues/Priorities

All MCCD mission elements are deemed important by residents overall. Maintaining
existing assets, along with preserving and restoring both wildlife habitats and natural
wetlands/woodlands, are considered the District’s top priorities.


Ensuring that the District is financially stable over the long term is also a top goal among residents.



Note that opening new conservation areas, trails or facilities is rated less critical than maintaining existing assets/properties.

Importance: MCCD Issues and Priorities
Maintaining existing conservation areas, trails and
facilities
Preserving and restoring wildlife habitats
Protecting and restoring natural wetlands and
woodlands
Ensuring long-term financial stability of the District
Providing environmental education programs for
youth and adults
Removing invasive trees and other non-native species
from District properties

4% 10%
6% 10%

26%

6% 9%

29%

7%
11%
12%

16%

Providing historically or culturally important sites

13%

Not Important (0-4)

17%

Average (5)

20%
20%
17%

22%

8.3

58%

8.2
8.1

44%

7.7

35%

7.0

34%

34%

7.0

33%

34%

6.8

34%

36%

20%

59%

56%
34%

15%

Opening new conservation areas, trails and facilities

Providing water activities like canoeing and kayaking

27%

Avg. 0-10
Rating

33%

Somewhat Important (6-8)

31%
28%
Extremely Important (9-10)

6.8
6.5
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MCCD Issues/Priorities

In general, residents age 35 to 44 and recent MCCD users/visitors consistently rate
the “top MCCD” activities as higher than average priorities.


While non-MCCD users give lower ratings (6.7 average or higher), they still consider each of these activities very important
(on a 0-10 scale).

Issue/Priority

Maintaining Existing
Conservation Areas, Trails
and Facilities
Preserving/Restoring
Wildlife Habitats
Protecting/Restoring
Natural Wetlands and
Woodlands
Ensuring L-T Financial
Stability of the District

Avg. 0-10
Importance
Rating

Lower than Avg. Ratings

Higher than Avg. Ratings

8.3

 Under age 35 (7.5)
 Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (8.0),
10-14 yrs. (8.0)
 Non-MCCD users (7.4)
 Non-white residents (7.2)
 Renters (7.7)







8.2

 Non-MCCD users (7.5)

 MCCD users (8.6)

8.1

 Under age 35 (7.6)
 Non-MCCD users (7.4)

 Ages 35-44 (8.7)
 MCCD users (8.6)

7.7

 Live in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (7.1)
 Non-MCCD users (6.7)
 No children in HH (7.5)






Ages 35-44 (8.7)
Lived in McHenry Co. 25-34 yrs. (8.7)
MCCD users (8.9)
White residents (8.4)
Homeowners (8.4)

Ages 35-44 (8.1)
Lived in McHenry Co. (25-34 yrs. (8.1)
MCCD users (8.3)
Children in HH (8.0)

46

MCCD Issues/Priorities

On the remaining MCCD-issues and activities, women and residents with children tend
to place higher-than-average importance on educational programming, opening new
conservation areas and facilities, and access to historically-/culturally-important sites.


While these three items are deemed less critical overall, each is at least somewhat important (average scores of 6.5 or more).



Even non-MCCD visitors tend to consider these remaining items at least “slightly important” (average of 5.6 or higher). Note
that West and/or NE residents tend to rate a few of these issues less important than average.
Issue/Priority

Avg. 0-10
Importance Rating

Providing Environmental
Educational Programs
for Youth, Adults

7.0

 Men (6.7)
 No children in HH (6.7)
 Non-MCCD users (6.4)

7.0






Removing Invasive trees
and other Non-Native
Species From District
Properties
Opening New
Conservation Areas,
Trails and Facilities

Providing Historically or
Culturally Important
Sites
Providing Water
Activities Like Canoeing,
Kayaking

Lower than Avg. Ratings

Higher than Avg. Ratings
•
•
•

Women (7.2)
Children in HH (7.4)
MCCD users (7.4)

Under age 35 (5.9)
Non-MCCD users (6.3)
NE region (6.8)
Renters (6.3)

•
•
•
•

Ages 35-44 (7.5)
MCCD users (7.5)
Central region (7.7)
Homeowners (7.2)

6.8







Under age 35 (6.2), ages 65+ (6.0)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (5.9)
No children in HH (6.6)
Non-MCCD users (6.0)
West region (6.0)

 Ages 35-44 (7.7), 45-54 (7.4)
 Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (7.0),
25-34 yrs. (7.4)
 Children in HH (7.3)
 MCCD users (7.4)
 Central region (7.2)

6.8






Men (6.6)
Under age 35 (5.9)
Non-MCCD users (6.2)
West (6.5) and NE (6.6) regions






Women (7.0)
Ages 35-44 (7.1)
MCCD users (7.2)
Central region (7.4)

6.5






Under age 35 (6.0)
No children in HH (6.2)
Non-MCCD users (5.7)
Renters (5.6)







Ages 35-44 (6.9), 45-54 (6.9)
Children in HH (7.0)
MCCD users (7.0)
Homeowners (6.6)
Hispanic residents (6.8)
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MCCD Issues/Priorities

When asked to rank order the top three MCCD priorities, maintaining existing
properties, and protecting/restoring both wildlife habitats and natural wetlands/
woodlands rise to the top.


Efforts to keep the District financially stable rank closely behind these three goals.



The remaining activities receive fewer responses, but each is deemed a “top three” priority by roughly one in four
residents.

Most Important MCCD Issue/Priority
Maintaining Existing Conservation Areas, Trails, Facilities

23%

Preserving/Restoring Wildlife Habitats

21%

Protecting/Restoring Natural Wetlands and Woodlands

14%

Ensuring Long-Term Financial Stability of the District

13%

Opening New Conservation Areas, Trails, Facilities

16%

6%

Providing Environmental Education Programs for Youth and
Adults

7%

Providing Water Activities like Canoeing, Kayaking 4%

15%
11%

8%

Removing Invasive Trees, Other Non-Native Species from
District Properties

13%

10%
9%

9%

Providing Historically or Culturally Important Sites 4% 7%
#1 Priority

= 27%

= 24%

11%

#2

= 38%

= 25%

8%

12%

= 42%

= 27%

12%

10%

13%

= 47% Top 3 Priority
= 46%

12%

14%

9%

8%

= 23%
#3
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MCCD Issues/Priorities

Older residents tend to focus on the top three goals of maintaining existing
properties and protecting/restoring habitats and wetlands/woodlands.


In terms of the single most important MCCD goal, men tend to cite the long-term financial stability of the District, while
women are more likely to emphasize habitat protection and restoration.
Issue/Priority

Maintaining Existing
Conservation Areas, Trails and
Facilities

# 1 Priority

Top 3 Priority (multiple responses)

23% Overall

47% Overall

 Ages 55-64 (29%)
 White residents (24%, vs. 12% non-white)
 MCCD users (27%, vs. 18% of non-users)

21% Overall
Preserving/Restoring Wildlife
Habitats

 Women (25%, vs. 17% of men)
 Non-MCCD users (27%, vs. 17% of users)

14% Overall
Protecting/Restoring Natural
Wetlands and Woodlands

Ensure L-T Financial Stability of
the District

 White residents (15%)

12% Overall
 Men (17%, vs. 10% of women)
 SE region (15%)








Ages 55-64 (54%), 65+ (49%)
White residents (48%)
Men (51%, vs. 41% of women)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (52%)
MCCD users (49%, vs. 39% of non-users)
Homeowners (48%, vs. 34% of renters)
46% Overall

 Ages 65+ (53%)
 No children in HH (48%, vs. 38% of those
with children)
 West (56%), and Central (53%) regions
42% Overall
 Ages 45-54 (45%), 65+ (43%), vs. only 26%
of those under age 35
 White (43%) and Hispanic residents (48%)
38% Overall
 MCCD users (38%, vs. 33% of non-users)
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MCCD Issues/Priorities

Households in the two Eastern regions place higher priority on opening new MCCD
conservation areas and facilities. Non-users place tend to be more focused on the
removal of non-native plant species.


Educational and water activities are supported mostly by younger residents.
Issue/Priority

# 1 Priority
8% Overall

Opening New Conservation
Areas, Trails, Facilities

Removing Invasive Trees and
Other Non-Native Species from
District Properties
Providing Environmental
Education Programs for Youth
and Adults
Providing Water Activities Like
Canoeing, Kayaking

Providing Historically and
Culturally Important Sites






MCCD users (10% vs. 4% of non-users)
Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (13%)
Hispanic residents (20%)
NE region (12%)
6% Overall

 Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (9%), 25-34
yrs. (8%)
7% Overall
 Under age 35 (17%)
4% Overall
 Under age 35 (9%)
4% Overall
 Ages 65+ (8%)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 35+ yrs. (7%)

Top 3 Priority (multiple responses)
27% Overall
 MCCD users (30%, vs. 19% of non-users)
 NE (29%) and SE (28%) regions
27% Overall
 Ages 65+ (31%)
 Non-MCCD users (29%, vs. 24% of users)
 West region (48%)
25% Overall
 Under age 35 (38%), 35-44 (31%)
 Lived in McHenry Co. <15 yrs. (28%)
24% Overall
 Under age 35 (36%), 35-44 (28%)
 NE region (29%)
23% Overall
 Under age 35 (32%)
 Lived in McHenry Co. <10 yrs. (34%)
 SE region (26%)
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Impressions of MCCD Upkeep

Three in four residents report that the condition of District facilities and conservation
areas has remained steady in the past five years. The rest feel it has gotten better by
a 5:1 margin (22% “improved” vs. 4% “declined”).


Recent users (including households with children and Hispanic adults) are more inclined to report improved conditions.



One in ten residents in the West region feel that upkeep of these locations has declined (vs. 16% of these households
saying things have improved).

Declined

Q. Over the past five years, would
you say that the maintenance and
upkeep of McHenry County Conservation
District facilities and conservation
areas in general has:

4%

Especially:

Ages 45-54 (8%)

West region (10%)

Stayed the Same

74%

Especially:

Women (79%, vs. 69%
of men)

Non-MCCD users (81%)

No children in HH (78%,
vs. 68% of those with
children)

Improved

22%

Especially:

Men (28%, vs. 17% of women)

MCCD users (26%)

Under age 35 (29%)

Households with children (27%,
vs. 19% of those without
children)

Hispanic residents (43%)
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Awareness: MCCD Tax/Bond Funding

Only 12% know that the bonds from the last referendum will be paid off by
2025, resulting in a reduction of the District’s share of property taxes.


Residents are slightly more aware that the District has avoided levying its maximum tax rate for most of the past eight years.


Younger residents and households in the Central and West regions tend to report awareness, though the vast majority
of these segments (73% or more) remain unaware.

Q. Are you aware that in 2025, the
District's outstanding bonds from the
last voter-approved referndum will
be paid off, resulting in a 60%
reduction in the District's share of
homeowners' property taxes?

88%

12%

Especially:
 Under age 35 (24%, vs. just 9% of ages
35-44 and 7% of those age 55-64)
 Hispanic residents (31%)
 West (19%) and Central residents
(20%, vs. 7% of NE households)
Q. Are you aware that since 2011,
the District has taken the full
property tax levy increase as allowed
by statute in only two of the last
eight years, saving taxpayers in
McHenry County more than $3.6
million?

82%

No/Unaware

Yes/Aware

18%

Especially:
 Men (21%, vs. 14% of women)
 Under age 35 (26%)
 MCCD users (21%, vs. 12% of non-users)
 Central residents (27%, vs. 15% of NE
and 16% of SE households)
 Hispanic residents (34%)
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V. New Revenue Options for MCCD
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MCCD New Revenue Options

A clear majority of residents would support MCCD charging for facility rentals as a
potential source of revenue. At least half also support implementing or increasing fees
for camping permits, educational programs, and picnic shelter rentals.


Note that most of the support for these top revenue options is “soft” (not strong support). For many options, there are as
many “strong opponents” (13% to 14%) as “strong supporters (12% to 13%).



Households countywide are more divided on imposing or raising special usage fees, with one in four “strongly opposed”
(vs. just 6% who are “strong supporters”). Parking fees at major conservation areas/properties are least supported; just
over half are strongly opposed, and another 34% are “somewhat opposed”.

Support/Opposition for Potential MCCD Revenue Sources
Charge Fees for Facility Rentals for Meetings, Birthday
Parties, Other Indoor Events

8%

9%

Increase Fees for Camping Permits

14%

Charge Nominal Fees for All Educational
Programs/Events

13%

Increase Rental Fees for Picnic Shelters

13%

Establish and/or Increase User Fees for Specific
Facilities or Special Use Areas (e.g., horse trails, bike
trails, canoe lauches, etc.)
Start Charging Parking Fees at Larger Conservation
District Areas

52%

23%

48%

46%

29%

25%

83%

31%

50%

27%

Total % Support

36%

33%

13%

63%

12%

60%

12%

58%

6%

42%

1%
51%
Strongly Oppose

34%
Oppose

Support

14%

Strongly Support

15%
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MCCD New Revenue Options

Differences in support for new MCCD revenues vary mostly by age. Note that recent
MCCD users are mostly favorable toward raising fees on picnic shelters, but least
supportive of parking fees.

Possible Revenue Source/Option
Charge Fees for Facility Rentals for Meetings,
Birthday Parties, Other Indoor Events

Total % Support

Most Likely to Support

83%

 Ages 45-54 (87%), 65+ (83%), vs. just 68% of those under 35

Increase Fees for Camping

63%

 Ages 45+ (69%, vs. just 49% of those under 35 and 53% of
those ages 35-44)
 White residents (64%, vs. just 42% of Hispanics)
 No children in HH (67%, vs. 56% of those with children)

Charge Nominal Fees for All Educational
Programs and Events

60%

 Ages 35-44 (65%), 55-64 (64%, vs. just 49% of those under 35)
 MCCD users (63%, vs. 55% of non-users)
 All regions (61%) except the Central region (48%)

58%

 Ages 45-54 (67%, vs. just 45% of those under age 45)
 MCCD users (64%, vs. 51% of non-users)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 25-34 yrs. (69%, vs. 48% of <15 year
residents)
 No children in HH (61%, vs. 53% of those with children)
 Homeowners (63%, vs. 38% of renters)

42%

 Ages 45-54 (52%), 65+ (46%, vs. just 35% of those 35-44)
 Lived in McHenry Co. 10-14 yrs. (55%, vs. just 36% of 35+ year
residents)
 Central region (48%, vs. just 33% in the NE)

15%






Increase Rental Fees for Picnic Shelters

Establish and/or Increase User Fees for
Specific Facilities or Special Use Areas

Start Charging Parking Fees at Larger
Conservation District Areas

Under age 35 (25%) or 65+ (19%, vs. just 8% of those 35-44)
Non-MCCD users (22%, vs. 11% of users)
No children in HH (17%, vs. 11% of those with children)
Central region (23%, vs. just 10% of those in West region)
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VI. McHenry Co. Conservation Foundation:
Familiarity, Information Sources
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Foundation Familiarity

About one in six residents (17%) are either “very” (2%) or “somewhat”
familiar (15%) with the McHenry County Conservation Foundation.


Familiarity is highest among men, both younger and older residents, and recent MCCD visitors. Those in the West and
Central regions also report stronger awareness.

Self-Reported Familiarity with McHenry County Conservation Foundation

Very Familiar,
2%
Not at all
Familiar, 55%
Somewhat
Familiar, 15%

17% Total Familiar, most often:

Men (21%, vs. 14% of women)

Under age 35 (28%) and ages 55-64 (19%)

MCCD users (20%, vs. 14% of non-users)

Households with children (23%, vs. 15% of those
without children)

West and Central regions (27% each, vs. 14% in
the NE and 16% in the SE)

Hispanic households (39%)

Not Very
Familiar, 28%
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Foundation Information Sources

Mailings remain the main source of information about the Foundation.
Social media and the District website rank as distant seconds.


All other sources are mentioned by no more
than 10% of residents.



General mailings are most often cited by:







Ages 35-44 (49%, vs. 31% overall)
and 55-64 (43%);
West (47%) and SE (36%) residents.

Men (21%, vs. 4% of women) and adults
ages 45-54 (33%) tend to report the District
or Foundation website as their primary
source (14% overall).
Residents under 35 (33%) report receiving
information as correspondence as a past or
current donor (8% overall).

Primary Source Conservation Foundation
Information (n=106)

Mailings from Foundation or MCCD

31%

Social media (Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram)

14%

Foundation/MCCD Website

14%

Family/Friends Familiar with the
Foundation
Information from Other Local
Environmental Groups
Correspondence Received as
Past/Current Donor
Notices/Fliers/Posters at MCCD
Facilities/Conservation Areas
Discussions with MCCD Staff,
Volunteers
Other

Q31. Which is your preferred source of PDHP information? (single response)

10%
9%
8%
5%
4%
5%
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VII. Improvement Opportunities
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MCCD Improvement Opportunities

When asked for final open-ended suggestions on how the MCCD can serve them
better, most echoed earlier feedback about better communication and controlling
property taxes, along with more activities and better trails.


Again, roughly a third were unable to offer any suggestions either due to non-response (23%) or completely satisfaction
with the District (13%).
Overall Improvement Opportunities
(open-ended)
17%

Communication (provide info, increase awareness)

Management/Admin

9%

Lower taxes/costs (taxes are too high, adjust fees, etc.)

8%

More events/programs, educational opportunities
Youth options, more kid-friendly 3%
Allow more hunting/fishing

2%

Rule enforcement/safety concerns

2%
7%

Better trails (connectivity/access, maintenance)
General improvements to properties; unspecified

4%

Accessibility (for elderly/disabled, more parking)

4%

More protection (invasive species, maintain ecosystems)

2%

Upkeep/maintenance

2%

Other/Misc. improvements
No recommendations; pleased with the MCCD
Don't know/no comment

Properties/Facilities

11% (e.g., control bugs/ticks; address flooding problems; etc.)
13%
23%
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MCCD Improvement Opportunities

Sample Verbatims: Management/Admin Improvement Opportunities
Communication with community (provide info, increase awareness) (17%):
“Provide info regarding fees charged per location and/or activity associated with MCCD facilities.”
“Make more of an effort to spread the word about existing available programs.”
“Get more information out about educational programming for kids as I don't feel like I ever hear about any.”
“Better educate the people of the district on the opportunities available.”
“Increase awareness. I would imagine there are lots of residents that were not even aware prior to this survey.”
“A mailing every year or two sharing with residence all you have to offer and are working on.”
“Do a better job of promoting MCCD and its events. If I don't go to the website, I have no idea what is happening. Start sending 'Landscapes' out again!”
“Advertise! We don't know half of what’s available, including camping.”
“I think it would be nice to get more information about the conservation district as a whole.”
“I think that the MCCD should communicate who they are and what they do to provide each household a great service for the taxpayer at a low 2% tax
contribution. Publicizing this information would be a good way for this to be achieved.”
“Inform the public on all MCCD activities, efforts, opportunities, programs, and facilities. Share the MCCD website address frequently!”
“Make those who aren't already aware of the MCCD more aware of it's importance and value. I think it takes a back seat to the park districts.”
“More education about what the tax dollars go towards.”
“Send information regarding Conservation district activities, facilities, opportunities, etc. in a newsletter either by mail or email.”

Lower taxes/costs (taxes are too high, adjust fees, etc.) (9%):
"Allot more of our tax funds; more than 2%. We pay more than enough to accommodate without additional charges. Lower costs for facility rentals; the price is
high for the spaces.”
“Instead of looking for new funding, look for cost cutting methods across the board the taxes are too high period.”
“Don't raise prices or charge for facilities. I understand charging for using facilities for a meeting or party. I've done that myself but I don't want to pay to park
or to go to places to enjoy the outdoors.”
“Not increasing fees to use trails or to camp, make it easier to visit them by not charging for them. Charge for rentals like kayaks, picnic shelters, parties, etc.
because people are more willing to voluntarily pay for something they're going to do. They don't need to be charged more to get their money, they'll have their
party there if they want to, even if they have to pay. Camping and hiking are one of the few things that people without a lot of money can participate in without
feeling guilty.”
“McHenry already charges one of the highest taxes, so they should let the residents at least enjoy the outdoors to stay active and healthy rather than charge and
everyone stays home and becomes fat because of a lack of exercise!”
“If you charge parking and increase shelter fees low income folks will have a harder time using these areas they need them most.”
“Help us keep taxes down to the extent possible but love the open areas in McHenry County.”
“I think rather than putting the bill on property taxes, more effort should be made to put the onus on the active users, and if that means increasing fees, then
so be it, if the use goes down, then maybe some of these should close.”
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MCCD Improvement Opportunities

Sample Verbatims: Management/Admin Improvement Opportunities
More events/programs, educational opportunities (8%):
"Free education -- with knowledge comes the power to make the right choices.”
“Have more community events.”
“Provide a safe educational area for generations to come.”
“Have things that are geared toward the baby boomers that are not yet retired.”
“Organize activities or volunteer opportunities for seniors.”
“Increase the social activities and make them for all ages.”
“Provide and promote more educational programs for people of all ages.”
“Meet local wildlife (rescued) events like walk in the park for families.”
“It would be great to combine educational opportunities and conservation and restoration efforts to better educate the community on how to care for their local
environment. It would be beneficial to have more educational programs about things people can do at their homes to help the environment, like properly setting
up a compost bin.”
“Offer more volunteering opportunities.”
“The best thing is more educational programs or job training.”
“They need to educate the importance of respect for nature. Not sure if this can actually be done. But maybe start with some posters at the entrances to the
parks about how to and how not to treat mother nature. Bring in what you take out.”

Youth options, more kid friendly (3%):
"Have full summer day camps for kids.”
“My son is 18 months old. Events for families still don't feel like they are events for us. We would love some opportunities for events where younger kids could be
involved.”
“Make it more friendly for kids. I have a few kids and it would be absolutely fantastic if it were more kid friendly so they can get out of the house.”
“Increase educational outreach to youth to increase environmental awareness.”
“I've heard very little about the county conversation and would like more info -- specifically aimed for small children 10 years and younger.”
“Have more education and activities for kids.”
“Make more activities for younger children.”
“Providing fun, educational activities for children to learn about the environment and McHenry counties natural habitat.”
“Having young children, it would be events focusing on getting children involved outdoors and learning about nature.”
“Summer jobs for teens.”
“I think additional group activities offered for kids and families would go a long way in our communities.”
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MCCD Improvement Opportunities

Sample Verbatims: Management/Admin Improvement Opportunities
Allow more hunting/fishing (2%):
“Allow for more hunting opportunities on MCCD properties.”
“Open more properties for hunting, fishing, trapping.”
“Like the hunting programs and would like to see them expand.”
“Open certain areas to hunting. Stock pheasants in huntable and non-huntable areas to rebuild the population. Stock more trout in more local creeks and open to
fishing. Allow the deer herds to increase for several years.”
“Open many more areas to bird hunting, both wild and stocked birds. Hunters pay to do what we do but bikers and hikers etc. do what they like for free. Fair is
fair. We're made to feel like we pay a sin tax to hunt.”
“I like to fish. So, improving fishing opportunities would be of interest. This might include catch/release, limits, stocking and allowing SWEEP to check licenses.”
“I would like to see more opportunities and places to fish. Shore fishing in a small pond would be wonderful way to get kids interested in fishing.”
“More opportunities for youth hunting, youth education and safety on hunting, and education for non-hunters about how to start hunting. Also education for
non-hunters about the contributions made by hunters to Conservation efforts and local economies.”
“The one thing I would like to see is more hunting programs and educational events to educate the general public on conservation and the necessity of
controlling population as it often times is misunderstood.”

Rule enforcement/safety concerns(2%):
“Better enforcement of park rules. Too many dogs off leash, drones flying over parks, people smoking pot. Vandalism of the solar light trail. It's hard to call the
conservation district police after hours or on weekends.”
“Perhaps better control of the public. Prevent them from trespassing onto private properties. Our property is next to a conservation area and we find people
with their dogs on our property all the time.”
“More patrol presence by river parks.”
“Patrol the bike path more frequently.”
“Doing a good job but don't always feel safe at parks.”
“Knowing the laws and enforcing them.”
“Make it more secure and safe.”
“Maybe just the safety on trails -- cameras -- placed? I don't know the solution. I feel that there is an increase in crime in McHenry County; therefore I have
'safety' issues’.”
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MCCD Improvement Opportunities

Sample Verbatims: Properties/Facilities Improvement Opportunities
Better trails (connectivity/access, maintenance) (7%):
“Need more trails/sidewalks along busy roads so that people are safe walking/biking.”
“Add some additional mountain bike trails.”
“Increase # of trails for recreational use.”
“Just make sure hiking paths stay clear, please.”
“Make better safe bike paths.”
“Open more trails for hiking, biking that don't include horses!”
“Complete the bike trail from Chemung to the county line to meet up with the Boone County trail.”
“Flooded hiking trails is a concern, repair low areas. Add bicycle/hiking trails with no horses allowed.”
“Pave and maintain the prairie path.”
“Plow the Prairie Bike path so the older walkers can safely trail in winter months.”

Accessibility (for elderly/disabled, more parking) (4%):
"Any increased wheelchair accessibility/paths would be great. I realize that it is not always feasible to have asphalt paths but where you can it would help us
enjoy more sites with our son. We appreciate the paths at Fel-Pro and Lake in the Hills Fen and the pier at the Hollows.”
“Develop more ways people with mobility issues can get deeper into sites.”
“Have more places for disabled people.”
“Make walking paths able to accommodate wheelchairs.”
“Offer tours of different areas to seniors who can’t drive but would love to get outdoors perhaps have a pace bus pickup some people a couple of times during
the summer or spring.”
“Provide more access to existing parks.”
“Try to make at least one site easier for limited mobility people to use.”
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MCCD Improvement Opportunities

Sample Verbatims: Properties/Facilities Improvement Opportunities
More restoration and protection (fight invasive species, maintain ecosystems) (2%):
"Apply more resources to ecological restoration.”
“Continue to educate residents on green living. Continue to protect the environment and wildlife.”
“Keep preserving our natural environments for our children to enjoy.’
“Increase budget and staff for woodlands and wetlands.”
“Clean up and improve what we already have. Purchase as much new conservation land as possible for the future before urban sprawl sets in dramatically.
Develop the new land only as you can. Purchase, preserve and restore the prairie.”
“Conservation and restoration efforts.”
“Partner with Park Districts and Villages / Towns to return vacant land they may have access to into conservation areas and help them with decision making for
preserving and growing the natural areas in McHenry County.”
“Spend more money on managing the land as that is what conservation is all about. The rest of it is done because of the land and the land should come first.”
“Make some conservation areas less developed. Gravel road, parking lot, paths. Get rid of concrete, let the grass grow.”

Upkeep/maintenance (2%):
"Improve the grooming and overall condition of trails, especially in winter.”
“Clean and remove silt from Nippersink Creek before it flows into Wonder Lake! Mucky water and floating refuse.”
“Keep the trails cleaner.”
“Maintain the trails.”
“Maintain what we have.”
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Appendix: Topline Results
(Questionnaire with Frequencies)
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Appendix: Topline
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Appendix: Topline
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Appendix: Topline
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Appendix: Topline
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Appendix: Topline
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Appendix: Topline
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