August– Insects– Description

Check out some cool facts about what makes
insects so incredible and see if you can pick out
the true insects among the look-a-likes. Learn
how to make your own beautiful butterfly with just
a few supplies. Go explore what insects are
around your home!

Activities

August
Insects

Creepy, crawly, and cool! Learn about cool insect critters in the following
activities!
Activity 1: See if you can guess each insect by the clues given. Do you know who they are?
Activity 2: Can you tell the true insects apart from the other bugs? Spot the true insects in the tricky
look-a-likes activity.
Activity 3: Make your own butterfly craft and put it in a sunny window to see its beautiful colors.
Activity 1: Who Am I?

1) I am an insect that has the nickname of “Mosquito Hawk” due to my love of eating
mosquitos. I like to hang out and fly over the water. I have a long body, transparent wings,
and 2 large compound eyes. Who am I?
2) I am an insect that likes to eat only plants. I am usually green and brown in color to
camouflage or blend in to my surroundings. When I feel scared, I can jump very long
distances with my powerful long legs to escape danger. Who am I?

3) I am an insect that likes to sit quietly on a plant or tree and ambush my food. I am one
of the only insects that can move its head 180 degrees. There have been martial arts
movements named after me due to the way I move. Who am I?

4) I am an insect that can come in all colors and sizes. I go through a process called
metamorphosis and I change forms in a chrysalis. I like to drink nectar out of brightly
colored flowers. Who am I?

1) Dragonfly 2) Grasshopper 3) Praying Mantis 4) Butterfly
Answer Key

Activity 2: Insect Look-A-Likes
A lot of times, people think that all bugs are insects. But that’s not true! To be a true insect, they need to have 6 legs, 3 body parts, and 2 antennae . Looking at the pictures below, circle all the true insects by using the previously listed features. Be careful to not circle the tricky bugs that don’t have those features!

Activity 3: Make a Butterfly!
Butterflies are known for their vibrant colors and patterns. Now it’s your turn
to make a butterfly of your own design!

Materials Needed: Coffee filter, washable markers,
spray bottle with water, clothespin, pipe cleaner

Step 1: Create a beautiful design on the coffee
filter using the washable markers (this will be your
butterflies wings).

Step 2: Take the spray bottle with water and lightly
spray down the coffee filter until the colors start to
run. This can be messy so be sure to have a newspaper or some protective placemat.

Activity 2: Make a Bird Feeder
Making a bird feeder is an excellent way to attract birds to your backyard!

Step 3: Wait for your coffee filter to dry
completely.

Step 4: Take the clothespin (the body of the
butterfly) and scrunch the middle of the coffee
filter into the clip. Do this so the coffee filter
hangs out of the clothespin on both sides.

Step 5: Take the pipe cleaner and bend it in
half. Take the middle of the pipe cleaner and
also clip it into the clothespin. You can also curl
the ends of the pipe cleaner. You just made
antennae for your butterfly.

Activity 2: Make a Bird Feeder
Making a bird feeder is an excellent way to attract birds to your backyard!

Step 6: Draw a face on your butterfly using a
marker or a pen.

Step 7: Put your butterfly in front of a sunny
window and see it’s beautiful colors shine
through!

