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From the Executive Director—
Our Mission

The McHenry County Conservation
District exists to preserve, restore
and manage natural areas and
open spaces for their intrinsic value
and for the benefits to present and
future generations.

Our Vision
To fulfill our promise that McHenry
County’s public lands, water, wildlife
and way of life will thrive in a rapidly
changing world. Where people of
all ages, cultures and abilities are
engaged and empowered to learn
about and contribute to conservation
in diverse and impactful ways.
Where wild and scenic places
support thriving native plants and
wildlife populations and public lands
support diverse outdoor recreation,
educational and immersive
experiences.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
John Henning
William Cook
Carolyn “Lyn” Campbell
Patrick Fritz
Linda Thomas
Christopher Dahm
Reynaldo Graytan Jr.
Kelli Wegener
County Board Liaison
Elizabeth S. Kessler
Executive Director

Upcoming Board Meetings
Public sessions vary, check website for
dates. Agendas posted at MCCDistrict.org.
Brookdale Administrative Offices
18410 US Hwy. 14, Woodstock
(815) 338-6223

Our story begins with people. The land we call home has been shaped by the people
who came before us including the Potawatomis who relied on the natural resources
abundant throughout our region and the European settlers who recognized the
value in our soils. It was shaped even further in more recent times by the passionate
residents who made it their mission to ensure that the same lands that sustained our first residents
would not all be lost to future development. It is thanks to their forethought that we are all able to come
together and celebrate 50 years of the McHenry County Conservation District.
Founded in 1971, the Conservation District has secured, protected, restored, and provided public access
to more than 25,600 acres of natural area which are as diverse as the people and animals who use
and benefit from them. As a biker, you can travel the length of our county without ever leaving the
Prairie Trail. As a hiker, you can get lost in the sound of the evening wind rustling leaves in one of our
woodlands. As a parent, you can take comfort in knowing that your child can play outdoors among the
wildflowers and butterflies, then come inside and turn on the tap for a glass of water that is safe to drink
because our wetlands and prairies have filtered out pollutants.
As we mark our 50th anniversary, we celebrate our growth, progress, perseverance, achievements,
and partnerships. Most importantly, we celebrate our people; those whom we owe a debt of gratitude
for starting our story, those who wove together our narrative over the past fifty years, and those who
will continue to develop it far into the future. Those people include everyone who has volunteered their
service and leadership to our Board of Trustees, our staff and volunteers whose knowledge and expertise
inspire me every day, and you. It’s your experiences, the experiences you share with your kids and your
grandkids, that will write the next chapters of our story and allow us to preserve and protect our water,
wildlife, and way of life for the next 50 years. Thank you for your stewardship, support of our mission,
and for sustaining the dream for future generations.
Yours in Conservation,

Elizabeth S. Kessler, MBA, CPRE
Executive Director

Landscapes is a

FREE publication.
To subscribe or
update your contact
info: email MCCD@
MCCDistrict.org
or call (815) 338-6223.
The publication can
also be read online
at MCCDistrict.org.

American with Disabilities Act
McHenry County Conservation District
welcomes the participation of all
individuals in our programs, including those with
disabilities. We are fully committed to complying
with ADA and providing reasonable accommodations
to facilitate participation in our programs.
It is the responsibility of participants, parents
or guardians to contact the District to make
arrangements for any accommodation at the time
of registration; no later than two weeks prior to the
start of a program or special event.
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Safety is a Priority
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Safety is a top priority to all who visit our sites and
facilities. If, while on a Conservation District site, you
see or witness something that appears to be unsafe,
please call the Conservation District and let us know
(815) 338-6223.

Front & back cover: Glacial Park, Cindy Smith

Photography

Connect with us:
Sign up for our E-newsletter at
MCCDistrict.org

Participants in McHenry County Conservation
District programs and visitors at our sites may be
photographed, videotaped or filmed for use in
District publications, promotions, and on the District
web site or social media channels. All photos taken on
District property are the sole property of the District.

DELICIOUS AUTUMN
The vibrant colors and cooler weather of autumn appeal to our desire
for change. This is the best time of the year to go camping or even on a
hiking trip. The weather is cool and perfect for outdoor exercise and local
adventures, and nature is putting on a show for you! The brilliant colors of
fall foliage may do more than delight your senses, they may also boost your
mood. The color yellow is often thought to convey energy, enthusiasm, fun,
cheerfulness and overall positive emotional state. The crimson red displayed
by sumac or the deeper wine color of red oaks is said to improve your
attention span and boost your confidence. While the color orange is said
to enhance feelings of energy and vitality, being both inviting and friendly.
Sugar maples will most often display those hues of burnt orange.
So grab your gear and head outdoors to witness nature’s paintbrush. Our list
of favorite fall frolics through our local woodlands are below. Visit them all
and find your favorite!
Coral Woods in Marengo is a favorite fall colors hike for its blaze of red, gold,
yellow and orange painted hues that fill the trees and then carpet the forest
floor throughout the 297-acre maple forest. Marengo Ridge in Marengo
offers quiet, peaceful spots along a variety of looped nature trails within
the oak, hickory and maple forest, also ideal for birding. The Hickory Grove
Highlands & Lyons Prairie and Marsh complex in Cary offer a hike along
the river’s edge or on a looped trail through upland hickory forest and skirts
the central wetland. Brookdale in Woodstock is another great spot to spy
the reflections of color off the 11-acre pond. Pleasant Valley in Woodstock
offers five miles of trails within 1,777 acres of beautiful woodlands, savanna
and prairie. Rush Creek in Harvard allows you to experience autumn color as
you hike through stands of hickory, white and red oak, and black cherry trees
along the a 1.5 mile interpretive hike or a longer 2.75 mile trail. Glacial Park
in Ringwood offers the most spectacular scenery and the most extensive
trail network. Climb the Camelback Glacial Kames to view the panoramic
view of the 3,300-acre site and Nippersink Valley. Sit and watch the hawks
soar or listen to the sound of various waterfowl announcing their migratory
departure.
Autumn is great time to disconnect from the routine of busy lives and
reconnect with the nature and wildlife around us. Get lost in nature and enjoy
the season.
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Financial Highlights 2020–2021
In every walk with nature one receives
far more then he seeks.

Gordon Garcia

- John Muir

Taxpayer Savings and the District's Immense Value to the Communities we Serve
McHenry County Conservation District
has protected over 26,600 acres of highquality natural areas and fulfills a statutory
mandate to steward these public lands
which represent McHenry County’s
natural and cultural heritage. These public
lands are irreplaceable resources which
are critical for protecting the quality of our
air, land and water, providing ecosystem
services, wildlife habitats and recreational
spaces on which all living things depend.
As demonstrated this past year during
the COVID-19 global health pandemic,
the restorative value of nature and the
prudent investments made by residents
to preserve open space, restore wildlife
habitats and to ensure public access for all
proved paramount to McHenry County’s
resiliency and recovery. Throughout 2020,
visits to conservation areas reached an
all-time high with more than 1.4 million
visitors, an astounding increase and a
telling confirmation of the value our
residents place in having these protected
areas and outdoor recreational amenities
available to use close to home.
The cost of restoring, managing, and
maintaining high-quality natural lands
and facilities is a primary component
of the Conservation District’s annual
budget and appropriations ordinance and
includes experienced and knowledgeable
personnel and dedicated and passionate
volunteers to carry-out the day-to-day
stewardship of these community assets.
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The Board of Trustees and staff of the
Conservation District are as committed
to the financial bottom line as they
are in ensuring public resources are
appropriately allocated and stewarded
to ensure McHenry County’s wide-open
spaces and places are safeguarded
for current to future generations.
Budget Challenges
Maintaining healthy and resilient lands,
expanding communication and outreach,
and ensuring quality outdoor recreational
amenities has become increasingly more
difficult without capturing inflationary
growth.
Approximately 82% of the Conservation
District’s operating budget comes from
property taxes. On individual property
tax bills, typically 2% of a homeowner’s
property tax bill is paid to the
Conservation District. For the taxes levied
in 2019 and collected 2020, an owner
of a median-priced home would have
paid approximately $156 in taxes to the
Conservation District depending upon the
municipality the home is located.
Budget challenges exists because for
the past nine years, the District has only
taken its full property tax levy increase
twice, foregoing $6.4 million in property
tax revenue, to respectively alleviate
the burden on taxpayers. The Board of
Trustees continues to be responsive to the

needs of residents and the more recent
impacts of the COVID-19 global health
pandemic. As such, they again elected
to take actions to mitigate the impact to
taxpayers of the District’s 2020 property
tax levy. The Board of Trustees elected
to use the lower 2019 levy as the base
for the 2020 levy extension; which was
$123,414 or 36% lower than the maximum
levy allowed under PTELL. Additionally,
the Board of Trustees elected to abate
(reduce) the 2020 debt service levy by
the same amount of $221,257; effectively
neutralizing the PTELL related levy
increase. The neutral levies, combined
with the continued recovery of the
County’s EAV, have driven the District’s
non-debt service property tax rate to its
lowest level in over a decade. Additionally,
in FY2026 the Conservation District is
positioned to pay off all of the District’s
referendum approved General Obligation
bonds or 100% of its outstanding debt,
which will reduce a homeowner’s
property tax payment to the Conservation
District by 60%. Over the next several
years, the District will continue to face
several critical budget challenges which
will need to be addressed to ensure voterapproved public assets are protected
and preserved in the most cost-effective
and responsible manner possible. These
critical budget challenges include:
1) capturing inflationary growth; 2)
addressing capital needs; and 3) restoring
natural areas to ecological health, and
protecting diverse plants and animals.

Statement of Revenues & Expenditures
All Funds—Summarized, Fiscal Year Ending March 31, 2021*

Actual

Revenues:

Tax Revenue
Grants
Farm & Property Leases
Investment Income
Programs & Services
Other Revenues

FY 20/21 Revenues
20,286,483
696,806
1,143,598
174,455
93,851
413,269
$22,808,462

Total Revenues

Expenditures:

Debt Service
Operations
Capital Outlays:
Land Acquisition
Sites & Trails
Other

16,684,166
9,213,156

Total Expenditures

* All financial information is unaudited.

171,788
937,432
221,057
$27,227,599

Other Financing Sources:

Debt Issuance
Sale of Capital Assets

2,456,836
46,284

Total Other Sources

2,503,120

Net Change in Fund Balances

$(1,916,017)

TOTAL SITE USE BY VISITORS
during 2020!

1,435,234



Rally ends at Brookdale, Paulson
Rd. Picnic Shelter, Woodstock

District Volunteers
Donated 6,329 hours

— representing a value of $180,629.66
The Current Estimated National Value of Each Volunteer Hour is $28.54

Camping, Picnic & Special Use Permits
• 719 camping permits issued to accomodate
3,860 people
• 40 picnic shelter permits totaling 433 guests
• 90 special use permits issued for 1,300 guests

FY 20/21 Expenditures

Excellence in Financial
Reporting —
Award Recognition
The Government Finance Officers
Association (GFOA) has awarded the
District the Distinguished Budget
Certification Award for the FY 2021
Budget. Additionally, under the leadership
of Director of Finance & Administration
Andy Dylak, Accounting Supervisor Jean
Gerstbrein and Accounting Assistant Linda
Bryant, the Conservation District receives
National Award for Financial Excellence
in Financial Reporting for the eleventh
consecutive year from the Government
Finance Officers Association of the United
States and Canada. This is the highest form
of recognition in the area of government
accounting and financial reporting and
recognizes agencies that go beyond
the minimum requirements to prepare
comprehensive annual financial reports
that evidence the spirit of transparency
and full disclosure.
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Foundation News

Thank You for Making Pedal, Paddle, Saddle 2021 A Successful Event!
This summer, more than 160 people came together at Glacial Park on Sunday, June 13, to spend their morning getting active outdoors and their
afternoon enjoying lunch on the patio while taking in a performance by local duo, Dan and Danielle. For the first time in 18 years, the Foundation
had to yield to low water levels on the Nippersink and only allow kayakers down the creek. Still, this was one of the best attended Pedal, Paddle,
Saddle events. Together, event sponsors, donors and attendees helped raise more than $10,500 in support of conservation and recreation.
Every person involved in Pedal, Paddle, Saddle helps ensure the vitality and longevity of District sites and programs simply by coming out and
spending a day on the prairie. We look forward to seeing you at next year’s event!

THANK YOU SPONSORS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

SHOOTING STAR SPONSORS		

PRAIRIE DROPSEED SPONSORS

BLUEBIRD SPONSORS
Dave's Bait and Tackle
Ed's Rental and Sales
Prairie Moon Nursery
American Community Painting
Sikich
McHenry County Snowmobile
Association
Culvers of McHenry County
aQity Research & Insights

Volunteers Needed!
Conservation Foundation Prairie Trail Clean-Ups

Aug. 28, Sept. 25 (National Public Lands Day), Oct. 23, Nov. 20, Dec. 18
Saturdays, 9 a.m.–11 a.m.
Prairie Trail, Meyer Road Parking Lot, Algonquin
Join us in maintaining a one-mile segment of our extensive county trail system as part
of the Conservation District’s Adopt-A-Trail program! Take a morning stroll down the
Prairie Trail, meet new people, and help beautify the area. Coffee will be provided.
Dress for the weather, including gloves. Long-handled trash pickers are available.
Note: fully vaccinated individuals do not need to wear a mask or socially distance, unless there are children under the age
of 12 present. By coming to this event without wearing a mask, you truthfully attest to being fully vaccinated.
Non-vaccinated individuals should still socially distance and wear a mask when within six feet of another person.
4
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Foundation Purchases Former Boy Scout Camp Site - Camp Lakota
In July, McHenry County Conservation Foundation—with
the help of Illinois Audubon Society, Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation, and the individual donors who support our
mission— purchased one of the last remaining, high-quality natural
areas not under permanent protection in McHenry County. Thanks
to donor support, a 160-acre parcel in Hartland Township previously
owned by the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) and used as the site for
Camp Lakota has been permanently protected for the benefit of
all McHenry County residents thanks to our partnership with the
McHenry County Conservation District.

A Rare Land Protection Opportunity

Across Illinois, only about one percent of our state’s natural areas
remain intact. These open spaces are the last remaining vestiges of
the woodlands that once spanned across our northern and southern
borders and the prairies that provide the state with its iconic
namesake. As the population of our state’s urban areas continue to
migrate into the surrounding rural areas and as a shifting climate
continues to alter our natural world, preserving what undeveloped
land remains is of critical and timely importance.
For more than 50 years, the BSA owned this parcel and used the
land as the base for Camp Lakota. While open, the camp provided
numerous generations of Scouts the opportunity to immerse
themselves in the outdoors and experience nature up-close.
Numerous federal, state, and local conservation organizations
consider the property an important acquisition for the protection
of many vulnerable species and the preservation of an important
migratory corridor. It’s listed on the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources’ Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) and recognized
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service as having high quality natural biological features,
particularly Advanced Identification (ADID) wetlands. These high
quality habitats support diverse natural communities, which in turn
support rare and threatened fauna. These include endangered or
threatened birds such as least bittern, common gallinule and yellowheaded blackbird.
The site is also the location of significant stands of remnant oak trees
where woodland flowers such as trout lily and shooting stars bloom
each spring. The juxtaposition of woodland and wetlands make this
property ideal for supporting breeding populations of amphibians.
Numerous vernal ponds exist on the site. Because they dry up in the
summer, these ponds cannot support fish and are ideal habitat for
frogs and salamanders that need water to reproduce, lay eggs, and
grow through the tadpole phase. The vernal ponds then provide
foraging opportunities for migrating species that stop over on their
long journey to breeding territory further north.

The Future of the Property

Foundation News

North of the property is the District’s Brookdale Conservation Area, a
1,620 acre complex of wetlands, prairie, and woodlands. In addition
to the District’s public lands, the parcel is bound by conservation
easements. With the successful acquisition of Camp Lakota, this
means nearly 1,837 acres of contiguous lands are protected. By
restoring this parcel, we will greatly enhance its ecological value as a
travel corridor and habitat for area sensitive species for which large
tracts of land are critical for survival. The area will also serve as an
important recharge area for the county’s groundwater resources.
To ensure the permanent protection of this land, the Foundation
plans to transfer the property to the District within five years. In the
meantime, the District and the Foundation will work together to
restore the area.
Priority restoration work includes herbicide application to exotic
species, such as reed canary grass and Phragmites. These persist in
small, isolated populations in the high quality wetland basins and
treatment will stop further invasion. Also of critical importance is
restoring the oak woodlands surrounding the wetlands. Removing
invasive species will open the understory, creating more surface
airflow and dry vegetation so to allow prescribed fire to positively
impact the wetlands, which in turn will open them up and entice
avian species to use them.

Critical conservation projects like the protection of this former Boy Scout camp
are only possible thanks to the support of our donors and partners.
Your investment in the McHenry County Conservation Foundation mission
serves as a critical link in ensuring the protection and stewardship of
high-quality natural areas like Camp Lakota.

Become a Conservation Champion!

Every dollar donated to the McHenry County Conservation Foundation supports
the vital work of the McHenry County Conservation District and its partners,
while also enhancing the health and vibrancy of our community and its
residents. To learn more and donate, visit www.mchenryconservation.org
or call (815) 678-4532, ext. 8204.

Make a Gift:
Online:
Check:

https://www.mchenryconservation.org/Donate
P ayable & Addressed to —
McHenry County Conservation Foundation
Lost Valley Visitor Center
7210 Keystone Rd, Richmond, IL, 60071
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Leadership Through the Years:
Board of Trustees
As we reflect on the past fifty years, we want to especially
give a grand thank you to those who stepped up and served
on McHenry County Conservation District’s Board of Trustees!
Throughout the years, this list of individuals have helped
to advance the mission of the District through engaging
conversations, robust debates and thoughtful decisionmaking. Throughout the years, trustees have come from all
walks of life, providing their specific knowledge and expertise
to positively affect the advancement of the District. They have
lived and worked in a county where they are passionate about
seeing the protection of its natural resources and wild open
spaces preserved for future generations.
Dedicated volunteer board members have helped chart
strategic direction, establish policy and develop the District’s
long-range plans for the preservation, education and
recreational use of the county’s natural and cultural resources.
They have served the taxpayers as guardians of public funds,
while demonstrating a sincere commitment to protect and
preserve the flora and fauna entrusted to the District by the
citizens of McHenry County.
To date, 60 individuals have served a term as a trustee,
12 of those served two terms or 10 years; and going above and
beyond, Bill Howenstine and Everett Thomas volunteered for
three terms totaling 15 years on the Board of Trustees. In
addition, many of these trustees have also gone on to serve as
Directors of McHenry County Conservation Foundation,
continuing their support and advocacy of the District.

6
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Dr. George Buehler
1971-1973, 1973-1977
William Howenstine, PhD.
1971-1974, 1974-1979,
1996-2001
Arthur Baker 1971-1975
Frank Fabbri 1971-1975
Burton Atwood
1974-1975, 1975-1980
Everett Thomas
1975-1976, 1976-1981,
1983-1988
Walter Lamprecht, Jr.
1977-1978, 1976-1981
Joyce Palmer 1977-1982
Louis Hartman 1979-1981

Preston Rea 1991-1996

2010-2015, 2016-2021

Craig Krandel
1992-1997, 2002-2007

Stephen Barrett
2010-2013, 2013-2018

LeAnne Kitterer 1993-1998
Ken McCreary 1994-1999
Tim Scottellaro
1997-1999, 1999-2004

Kent Krautstrunk 2011-2016

Ken Koehler 1995-2000
Dennis Beaver 1997-2002
Robert Barkei 1997-2002
Nancy Ellison 1998-2001
Chris Mordi 1999-2001
Hank Fleming 2000-2005
Mary McCann 2001-2004
Martha Carver
2001-2006, 2007-2012

Myron Reichardt
1981-1984, 1984-1989

Kathleen Reiland 2002-2003

Richard Walrath 1980-1985

Bonnie Leahy
2003-2008, 2009-2014

William Wingate 1981-1986
G.F. Herkes 1982-1987
Robert Kloempken, M.D.
1985-1987

Joseph Gottemoller 2002-2007

Kimberly O. Hankins
2004-2009
John Green 2004-2009

Terry Clarke 1987-1990

David LaGue 2005-2010

Joyce Perbix 1986-1991

Nancy Williamson 2006-2011

J. Larry Lane 1987-1992

Kevin Ivers 2007-2012

Jim Albright 1988-1993

Thomas O’Donnell 2008-2013

Dave Gardner 1989-1994

Mathew Ewertowski 2009-2014

Brain Cory, D.V.M. 1990-1995

Dave Brandt

Bona Heinsohn 2012-2017
Brandon Thomas 2012-2017
Peter Merkel 2014-2019
David Kranz 2014-2019
Vernon M. Scacci 2015-2020
John P. Henning 2017-2022
Carolyn “Lyn” Campbell
2017-2022
Benjamin Washow 2018-2019
Patrick Fritz 2019-2024
William Cook 2019-2023
Linda Thomas 2019-2024
Christopher Dahm 2020-2025
Reynaldo Gaytan, Jr. 2021-2026

Thank You!

Robert Fritz
1971-1972, 1972-1977
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Connections in Conservation
While the protection of all the county’s greenways and waterways is essential, it is also a daunting task for one agency to accomplish.
To that end, McHenry County Conservation District collaborates with local organizations, municipal leaders and environmental partners
to allow for land protection and restoration successes on a grander scale. Each agency brings their own unique strengths. Together
these groups create an invaluable resource for information, expertise and land protection. We would like to recognize those who work
on behalf of all our residents, as well as the flora and the fauna of McHenry County.

8

Environmental Defenders
of McHenry County
The Environmental Defenders of
McHenry County, a grassroots
organization started in 1970,
is dedicated to the preservation and
improvement of McHenry County’s
natural environment and committed
to building sound ecological relationships between people and
the natural world. The Environmental Defenders provide the
community with educational programs and volunteer action on
pollution prevention, sustainable land use, and energy and natural
resource conservation. In addition, they advocate for policies
which protect drinking water supplies and conserve land for open
space and agriculture; demonstrate waste reduction through
recycling drives and reuse centers; and encourage natural resource
protection through native landscaping and stream protection
programs.

Chicago Wilderness
Created as a regional
alliance, Chicago
Wilderness is leading
strategy to preserve,
improve, and expand nature and quality of life by
connecting community leaders to tackle challenging
issues to ensure a resilient region. More than 250 diverse
member organizations advance the legacy of work
and collaborations, built over more than 25 years, for
projects that expand in the four state area, including
Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and Michigan. The work of
Chicago Wilderness is focused on long term initiatives
including healthy landscapes, regenerative agriculture,
green infrastructure in built spaces, increased habitat and
preserved conservation lands, nature access for all, climate
resilience and aquatic resources.

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources
is involved with the Conservation
District in nearly every aspect from land
preservation, wildlife and water quality
management, research and data collection,
fish management, endangered species
protection, education and outdoor
recreational opportunities and policing
activities. The Illinois Nature Preserves
Commission assists private and public
landowners in protecting high quality natural
areas and habitats of endangered species, through voluntary
dedication or registration of such lands into the Illinois
Nature Preserves System. The Division of Education develops
educational programs, training, and licensing to provide for
various outdoor recreational opportunities that range from
birding and biking to hunting and boating. The Division of
Grant Administration coordinates eight grant programs to help
local agencies including the Open Space Lands Acquisition
and Development Program, the Public Museum Capital Grants
Program, and the Illinois Bicycle Path Grant Program.

The Land Conservancy of
McHenry County
As a member-supported,
non-profit organization,
The Land Conservancy of
McHenry County mission is to
preserve scenic, natural and agricultural resources in McHenry
County by working with private landowners, communities and
developers on direct acquisition of property, land donations
or the establishment of conservation easements. These lands
are protected on behalf of the community, in perpetuity. Since
1991, The Land Conservancy has helped protect over 2,500
acres of McHenry County’s prairies, wetlands and woodlands.
In addition, The Land Conservancy organized Project
Quercus to protect, preserve and regenerate the oak woods,
and The Oaks Keepers program that works with private
landowners on maintaining and regenerating their oaks.
They have successfully worked with homeowners to protect
the region’s oak woods, after launching a 5,000 acre oak
protection challenge.
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McHenry County Conservation District Partners
Alden Neighbors Seed Sharing Group
Algonquin Township
Barrington Area
Conservation Trust
Barrington Area Council of Governments
Barrington Hills Riding Club
Bobolink Foundation
Boone County Conservation District
Boone Creek Watershed Alliance
Bull Valley Riding Club
Cary / Fox River Grove Rotary Club
Cary Park District
Chicago Area Mountain Bikers
Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
Chicago Wilderness
Citizens for Conservation
Citizens Climate Lobby
City of Crystal Lake
City of Marengo
City of McHenry
City of Woodstock
Coral Township
Crystal Lake Park District
Crystal Lake Public Library
Cycling Without Age
Dundee Township Open Space
Environmental Defenders of McHenry County
Fire Protection Districts
Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Forest Preserve District of Kane County
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
Fox River Ecosystem Partnership
Fox Waterway Agency
Friends of Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge
Friends of McConnell Farm
Friends of Moraine Hills State Park
Friends of the Forest Preserves
Great Lakes Audubon
Huntley Community Radio
Huntley Park District
Hebron Township
Huntley Penguins
Illinois Association of Chief of Police
Illinois Association of Conservation and Forest
Preserve Districts
Illinois Association of Conservation Districts
Illinois Association of Park Districts
Illinois Audubon
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Illinois Department of Transportation
Illinois Environmental Council
Illinois Farm Bureau
Illinois Federation for Outdoor Resources
Illinois Nature Preserves Commission
Illinois Paddling Council
Illinois Park and Recreation Association
Illinois State Geological Survey
Izaak Walton League
Kishwaukee River Ecosystem Partnership
Lake County Forest Preserves
Lake/McHenry County Soil and Water District
Liberty Prairie Foundation
Lincoln Park Zoo
LL Bean
Loyola University Retreat and Ecology Center
Marengo Lions Club
Marengo Snogoers
Marengo Township
McHenry County
McHenry County Audubon
McHenry County Bicycle Advocates
McHenry County Bicycle Club
McHenry County College
McHenry County Community Foundation
McHenry County Conservation Foundation
McHenry County Council of Governments
McHenry County Division of Transportation
McHenry County Ducks Unlimited
McHenry County Economic Development
McHenry County Equestrian Coalition
McHenry County Farm Bureau
McHenry County Health Department
McHenry County Historic Preservation
Commission
McHenry County Historical Society
McHenry County Horse Club
McHenry County Mental Health Board
McHenry County Planning Department
McHenry County School Districts
McHenry County Sheriff’s Office
McHenry County Snowmobile Clubs
McHenry County State’s Attorney’s Office
McHenry County Volunteer Center
McHenry County Wildlife Preservation &
Propagation Committee
McHenry County School Environmental
Education Program
National Recreation and Park Association

National Ski Patrol
Nippersink Creek Watershed Association
Northern Illinois Special Recreation Assoc.
Northwest Suburban Astronomers
Nunda Township
Openlands
Park District Risk Management Agency
Pheasants & Quail Forever
Richmond Township
Richmond Trailblazers
Sierra Club
Small Waters
Environmental Education
The Land Conservancy
of McHenry County
The Nature Conservancy
Trails for Illinois
Trout Unlimited – Lee Wulff Chapter
Trust for Public Lands
US Army Corps of Engineers
US Fish & Wildlife Service
University of Illinois Extension
United Way of Greater McHenry County
Village of Algonquin
Village of Barrington Hills
Village of Bull Valley
Village of Cary
Village of Fox Lake
Village of Fox River Grove
Village of Greenwood
Village of Hebron
Village of Holiday Hills
Village of Huntley
Village of Island Lake
Village of Johnsburg
Village of Lake in the Hills
Village of Lakemoor
Village of Lakewood
Village of Port Barrington
Village of Prairie Grove
Village of Richmond
Village of Ringwood
Village of Spring Grove
Village of Trout Valley
Village of Union
Village of Wonder Lake
Visit McHenry County
Wildlife In Need (WIN)
Woodstock Snowmobile Club

g
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Behind the Scenic Views
Over the past 50 years the District has grown to over 25,600 acres and 35 sites that offer the public
ample opportunity to connect with nature. Behind the scenes there has been a dedicated team
of employees who provide the care, attention to detail, diligent maintenance of trails, walkways,
camping areas, restrooms and facilities, as well as all the little things we take for granted. It is the
Operations and Public Safety Division, made up of site rangers, maintenance workers, facility
maintenance workers, mechanics, custodians, landscape architects and police officers, who play an
important role in ensuring these public lands are inviting, inspiring, safe and accessible to all visitors
every time they enter a site.
Present day, the District offers its neighbors and guests access to a myriad of outdoor activities,
and programs and classes hosted at District facilities. The Operations Department is charged with
maintaining 103 miles of hiking trails, 45 miles of biking trails, 25 fishing areas, 6 campgrounds,
6 canoe launches, 45 miles of horse trails, 18 sites with picnic areas and shelters, as well as the
grooming of cross country ski trails, snowmobile trails and overall snow removal. And let us
not forget the other behind the scenes work that includes the maintenance of the District’s
infrastructure, facilities, roads, bridges, entrance gates, picnic shelters, electrical, plumbing, HVAC
systems and equipment for all divisions, in a manner that provides for continued and long-term
usability. This team of employees take ownership of their work, have knowledge in a variety of skills,
tools and equipment, and must endure all sorts of weather.

Storm cleanup

Road snow removal

Trailheads & Picnic Shelters

Walkway snow removal

While there is a lot involved in keeping the Conservation District
running smoothly, the team takes extreme pride in their role in
providing an invaluable service to the public.

Install new amenities

Bridge Repair

When the outdoors were deemed essential for our well-being
throughout the pandemic, casual visitation toppled 2 million
(double the attendance of a typical year) as visitors found solace
in conservation district sites and trails. These local heroes help
keep our outdoors open, never missing a beat or staying home.
Trails were groomed, garbage cans emptied, toilet paper rolls
filled, hand sanitizer offered, storm cleanups handled rapidly,
grass mowed and picnic areas kept open and inviting. While
summer months can be particularly busy, their number one
priority is to keep the public enjoying their regular use of sites
without interruption. Although not in their job description, often
times it is the District’s field staff that also serve as the District’s
ambassadors, being the most visible and first line of contact a
visitor may have, and find themselves acting in a public relations
and customer service role. They are extremely knowledgeable
about their sites, the history of the area, the recreational
amenities and ongoing restoration efforts occurring throughout
the District. These team members are attracted to work at
the Conservation District because they love the outdoors and
making a difference in the lives of our residents.
We applaud the efforts of these employees both past and
present – And…we couldn’t be where we are today without you!
Landscapes | Fall 2021
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Volunteer Opportunities

Latinx Restoration Workday / Día de Restauración
Sunday, September 26, 12 – 3 p.m.
Kishwaukee Headwaters, Woodstock

Lleva a la familia a pasar un día en la naturaleza, ayudando y
aprendiendo algo nuevo! Necesitará botas, pantalones y repelente
de insectos. Proveeremos herramientas y un tentempié. Por favor
RSVP a Jackie Bero (jbero@MCCDistrict.org).

Get Outdoors and Give Back

November 26, 2021 is
#GreenFriday Restoration Day!

Bring your family to spend the day in nature, helping while learning something new! You’ll
need boots, pants, and insect repellent. We’ll provide the tools and prepackaged snacks.
RSVP to Jackie Bero (jbero@mccdistrict.org).

National Public Lands Day: Restoration at Boger Bog
Saturday, September 25, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Boger Bog, Bull Valley

Celebrate National Public Lands Day the best way possible - by
volunteering at a habitat restoration workday! We’ll provide the
tools. Dress for the weather and off-trail restoration activities.
RSVP to steward Ders Anderson (danderson@openlands.org).

No experience necessary. Dress for outdoors and bring your own work gloves. Families welcome!*

9 a.m.–Noon @ Boone Creek, Woodstock - Contact: Brandie Dunn
9 a.m.–Noon @ Exner Marsh, Lake in the Hills - Contact: Len Bannon
10 a.m.–Noon @ Boger Bog, Bull Valley - Contact: Ders Anderson
10 a.m.–1 p.m. @ Stickney Run, McHenry - Contact: Pete Jackson
1–3:30 p.m. @ Alden Sedge Meadow, Harvard - Contact: Jack & Judy Spear
(See contact information below)

HABITAT RESTORATION DAYS — Want to make a difference?

SATURDAYS

Here is a great outdoor service opportunity
for scouts and high school students, as well as individuals and families with children over age six. Tools and equipment provided.
Dress for weather and off-trail activities. Wear sturdy footwear and work gloves. Bring drinking water and insect repellent. Please RSVP
directly to the workday leader or sign up online here: MCCD.me/RestorationRSVP.

Location – map on inside back cover

Monthly schedule

Alden Sedge Meadow South, Alden/Harvard
Parking: 15820 IL Route 173, Harvard

9/18, 10/16, 11/20; 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Jack & Judy Speer, smallwatersNFP@yahoo.com
or (815) 690-6240

Boger Bog, Bull Valley

9/25, 10/23, 11/27; 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Ders Anderson, danderson@openlands.org
or (815) 451-8496

Dufield (McConnell Rd. Entrance), Woodstock

9/11, 10/9, 11/13; 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Jeff Schumacher, schumacher.jeff1@gmail.com

Exner Marsh, Lake in the Hills

9/18, 10/16, 11/20; 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Len Bannon, lennsandy@gmail.com
or (847) 669-1381

Pioneer Fen, Johnsburg

9/11, 10/9, 11/13; 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Jake Hadden, jhadden@johnsburg12.org
or 847-770-3633

Boone Creek, Woodstock

9/15, 10/20, 11/17; 2 - 5 p.m.

Brandie Dunn, nativebeelady@gmail.com
(815) 347-2247

Contact Site Steward for dates.

Mike Bouska (815) 759-0731

Coral Woods, Marengo

Contact Site Steward for dates.

Bonnie Leahy, bh.leahy@att.net or (815) 923-2208

High Point, Harvard

9/14, 10/12, 11/9; 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Marengo Ridge, Marengo

Contact Site Steward for dates.

Kevin Kucharski, kucharski.kevin@outlook.com
or (815) 715-3231

Stickney Run, McHenry

10/7; 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Pete Jackson, beepjackson@comcast.net
or (224) 612-1803

The Hollows, Cary

Contact Site Steward for dates.

Margie Szymanskyj, savannagal@gmail.com

Fel-Pro RRR Disc Golf Course, Crystal Lake

Contact Site Steward for dates.

Donovan Livingston, thediscgolfhunter@gmail.com

Contact Steward for parking location
Parking: 11418 McConnell Road, Woodstock

Contact Steward for parking location
Parking: 4300–4598 Red Tail Ct., Johnsburg

Parking: 916 Cold Springs Rd, Woodstock

Cotton Creek Marsh, Island Lake

Parking: Lot behind St. John Lutheran Church
405 W State Rd #176, Island Lake

VARIABLE

Parking: 7400 Somerset Dr, Marengo
Parking: Varies — contact steward
Parking: Varies — contact steward
Parking: Varies — contact steward
Parking: Varies — contact steward
Parking: Varies — contact steward
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Site steward – call before you go!

Orrin Bangert & Randy Stowe,

glaggan@yahoo.com or (815) 943-6333

Photo: Ray Mathis

Seasonal Sightings &
Environmental Adventures

Sandhill
Cranes

Autumn Changes

Squirrels

by Education and Visitor Center Services Coordinator, Kim Compton
Peak fall color in the woods of McHenry County tends to come in
mid-October but there are different leaf colors from September
through November. Deciduous trees rid themselves of chlorophyll
as they prepare to go dormant for the season. Reds, oranges,
yellows and purples are all suddenly revealed as the green fades
away. Sumacs and Virginia creeper turn brilliant red early, while
white oak leaves may retain a yellow hue on into late fall.

Squirrels will stay
active all winter long
because they spend the fall
storing food to help them
survive when the food
becomes scarce in
the winter.

Sandhill Cranes will
migrate to a warmer climate
during the winter because
they lose their source
of food in the cold
winter.

Groundhogs

It is not just tree leaves that put on a show. Prairie grasses
turn beautiful colors as they bloom throughout the
What to do for
fall. Indian grass glows golden with feathery yellow
Winter?
seeds dangling from the stalk. Despite its name, little
When the temperatures begin to
bluestem turns a golden amber as big bluestem turns
dip colder and colder in the fall, we
almost purple. After a summer of bright colors, the
know that means winter is coming soon! As
muted colors of the fall prairie are peacefully pretty.

Groundhogs will
hibernate all winter.
They spend the fall eating
lots of food and storing
fat so they can sleep all
winter long.

we know, different animals will do different

With seeds, nuts, and fruits at full bounty, animals
things to prepare for winter. Some animals will
are scurrying about eating as much as they can
hibernate, migrate, stay active, or even die!
and storing more for later. Eastern chipmunks,
Learn what each animal listed has planned
thirteen-lined ground squirrels, white - footed
for the winter, then go outside for a hike
deer mice and grey squirrels are especially active.
and see if you can see any signs of these
Birds also seem to awaken from a summer lethargy.
animals near you preparing for
Migrators such as wood ducks, Canada geese, sandhill
winter!
cranes, bluebirds, killdeer and scarlet tanagers also
eat to their hearts’ content, packing on precious layers
of fat and energy for their impending journeys southward.
In late September, look for woolly bears on the move. These black
and orange fuzzy caterpillars have been eating leaves all summer
and now they are looking for a good place under bark or leaves to
hide for the winter. They will remain dormant until spring when they
then prepare to build cocoons and change into Isabella moths.
In October, the dark-eyed juncos are back. These little gray birds
with the dark faces consider northern Illinois to be south for the
winter and they will stay in the area until spring when they return
further north to their breeding grounds. They are frequent visitors
to backyard bird feeders and are out even on the coldest of days.

Turtles

Turtles will hibernate
during winter by burying
themselves deep into the
mud of a wetland. They have a
special adaptation that allows
them to hibernate in the
mud all winter long.

In November, the short-eared owls return as well. They
are listed as an endangered species in Illinois and we
are lucky to have them at Glacial Park every winter.
Fall is a time of great change, as the northern hemisphere
transitions from summer to winter. With all these changes, every
visit you make this fall to a conservation area is guaranteed to
offer a variety of different experiences and new discoveries.
Cooler temperatures are also a great time to take advantage
of hiking, biking, horseback riding and canoeing trails.

Mosquitoes

Mosquitoes will die
during the cold months of
winter but will lay their eggs
before winter comes and those
eggs will survive until the
warmer months where they
will hatch and grow to
be an adult.

READING
CORNER:

Deer

Deer will stay active
all winter by changing
their diet from eating green
plants to eating bark off of
trees, woody shrubs and
even pinecones!

1. Winter is Coming
by Tony Johnston
2. Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter
by Kenard Pak

So get out often and enjoy your local conservation areas!
Landscapes | Fall 2021
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You’re Invited!
McHenry County Conservation District is celebrating its
50th Anniversary and we want to THANK YOU for making it possible!

50

th

Anniversary Celebration Event

Sat., August 14
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Fel-Pro RRR

1520 Crystal Lake Rd., Cary

Food Trucks • Music • Cultural History, Historic Exhibits & Memorabilia •
Tell Us Your Fondest Memories Wall • Photo Booth •
Wildlife Ecology & Fisheries “Live Tank” Demo •
Habitat Restoration Explained Before & After
Thank you sponsors: Shooting Star Native Seeds,

Plus...
Fishing
Pole
Casting
• Tomahawk
Toss • Monarchs & Butterfly Craft •
Obenauf
Auction
Services,
and First
Midwest Bank
Sidewalk Chalk Contest • Giveaways and MORE!
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MCCD.me/GOBeer21
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Ages 21+

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 Fel-Pro RRR
2–6 p.m.

1520 Crystal Lake Rd., Cary

If you love sampling good craft beer and spending time outdoors, this event is for you!
Walk the one-mile, partially wooded, paved trail while visiting various regional brewers along the way.
Play a pickup game of bags, listen to music, enjoy some tasty bites from local food trucks.
This is a dog friendly event—leash required. Site is closed to all other users during the event and closes at sunset.

Early Bird $40 Before
		 Aug. 1
		OUT!
VIP $50 SOLD
Late Bird $45 Before
		Sept. 1
Designated Driver $10 		

4 oz. Tastes from up to 20 brewers + Souvenir Tasting Glass
One Hour Early Access & Promo Goodie Bag
4 oz. Tastes from up to 20 brewers + Souvenir Tasting Glass
Water/Soda & Commemorative Glass

Thank you to sponsors: Shooting Star Native Seeds,
Obenauf Auction Services, and First Midwest Bank

Visit MCCD.me/GoBeerTickets for tickets!

The

Big Sit Bird Watching Event

Sunday, October 10, 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Lost Valley Visitor Center Patio, Glacial Park, Ringwood
Hosted by Friends of Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge & McHenry County
Audubon Society with support from Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week with birding's most sedentary
event. The Big Sit is an annual, international, noncompetitive birding event.
The concept is simple: find a good spot for bird watching, sit in one spot for
a designated time period, and count all the bird species you see or hear. The
official Big Sit falls in October when fall migration is in full swing. Gather your
closest bird-watching friends together for a bird-a-thon, a perfect excuse to
share good stories, meet new friends, enjoy the outdoors and appreciate our
fine feathered friends. Stop by for a few minutes, stay a few hours or join the
whole sit. Bring a lawn chair and your binoculars and layered clothing. For more
info, visit mchenryaudubon.org.
Also of interest: McHenry County Audubon will host bird watching circles Sunday, September 19, from 7-10 a.m. and 4-7
p.m. at Boone Creek Conservation Area in Bull Valley and Pleasant Valley Conservation Area in Woodstock.

50th Anniversary
Historic

ROAD RALLY

Saturday, October 9
8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Rally ends at Brookdale, Paulson Rd.
Picnic Shelter, Woodstock

Teams work together to search for clues on this road rally scavenger hunt. Along the way learn the fun, often quirky facts
about the history of District properties and their early beginnings. No experience needed for this mad-cap adventure
that will culminate at Brookdale Conservation Area for a cookout and some fabulous prizes!
Registered teams of 1 to 4 members spend the morning discovering the District’s more interesting sites
during this clue-solving quest. The team captain will be emailed a list of clues the morning of the race related to
different Conservation Areas throughout the county. Once at a site, participants might may have to take a
picture, figure out a puzzle or greet a historic character before they get their card stamped.
Teams try find as many clues as possible to win prizes. The real goal is to create lots of laughter
and good-natured team competition while discovering the little-known side of the District’s history.
One member registers the entire team. Each member must complete a waiver.
Fee is per vehicle for a 1 to 4 member team.

Fee: R $20 / NR $30

Code: 7403

FR E E
D R O P -IN

OAKtober

Planting Party!
at
the

Big Woods
Saturday, October 16

1:00–4:00 p.m. | Marengo Ridge • 2411 N IL Route 23, Marengo
Join us for our 6th annual OAKtober Planting Party! During this special
event, you'll work with District staff and volunteers to reforest the
heart of Marengo Ridge, as part of the District's long-term efforts to
restore the "Big Woods" that once covered a third of our county in
oak woodlands. Plan to hike a short distance off-trail to the planting
site, where you will learn why this work is important and how to plant
tree seedlings. Dress for getting grubby and bring work gloves if
you have them. This is a great opportunity for Scouts and students
to earn services hours, and a great event for the whole family.

Donate a Tree!

BIG WOODS

A LIVING GIFT FOR TOMORROW’S WOODLANDS
Over one-third of McHenry County’s land mass,
or close to 143,000 acres, was once covered
by an oak ecosystem in 1837. Today, less than
18,000 acres remain—an oak loss of over 87%.
Donate native trees and shrubs to
commemorate a loved one, celebrate a special
occasion, or help restore the oak savannas
and woodlands of McHenry County. Tree
and shrub plantings will restore historically
wooded sites and reconnect existing stands
to create contiguous oak savannas and
woodlands. The long term plan includes
restoring and reconnecting hundreds of
acres of oak savannas and woodlands on
McHenry County Conservation District sites!

Your donation of $50 will purchase and
plant 2 native shrubs and/or trees
Donors are invited to the annual planting if they wish to come out
and help plant. Please note: The location where trees and shrubs
will be planted cannot be specified. Each year this will depend on
areas of greatest need across the county.

August 2–November 30
Geocaching is a “treasure hunting” game played throughout
the world by individuals, friends, families, adventure seekers
equipped with GPS device or smartphone. The general idea is to
locate hidden containers called geocaches or simply caches. Once
you find it, take a trinket and leave one of your own behind, sign the
logbook and share your experiences through Geocaching.com.

Complete your sheet and claim your 2021 GeoCoin.
This year’s theme is our 50th Anniversary!

HOW TO DONATE:
Online: MCCD.me/bigwoodstreedonation
Check and mail to:
McHenry County Conservation Foundation
Lost Valley Visitor Center
7210 Keystone Rd.
Richmond, IL 60071

We are grateful for your support of our
treasured oak savannas and woodlands.

Get started at: MCCD.me/CYW
Find us on Facebook @CacheYourWayAcrossMcHenryCounty
All caches will be live on geocaching.com. Note: This is a separate program from the GeoSeries.
There are a limited number of coins—first-come, first served; one coin per household.

McHenryConservation.org

MCCDistrict.org

Living History Events
Powers-Walker House, Glacial Park
No registration required.
Drop in any time during
event hours.

Theodore Roosevelt Visits the Powers-Walker House

Twilight at the Farmhouse

Theodore Roosevelt was a complicated man of many talents:
a rancher, an avid hunter, a war hero as a "Rough Rider", a
progressive statesman, a naturalist, a conservationist, a
masterful politician, and the 26th President of the United
States. Join us at the Powers-Walker house for an afternoon
with Lt. Col. Theodore Roosevelt and his trusty mount.

Enjoy the twilight ambiance of this
1850's house by candlelight and lamplight while enjoying a fall
evening viewing the ever-changing colors in the Lost Valley
Marsh. Smell the aromas of what is baking in the wood-burning
stove. We think of candlelight at the end of the day as peaceful,
but try doing detailed work in dim lighting! See how the early
settlers tried to get the remains of their work done at day's end.

Sunday, September 12, Noon–4 p.m.

Archaeological
Awareness

Sunday, October 10
Noon–4 p.m.

See demonstrations of a stone grinder,
flintknapper, and other prehistoric
skills. Try your hand at throwing an
atlatl while pretending you are on a
prehistoric big game hunt. A mounted
cavalryman will be on hand to explain
archaeology of the Little Big Horn
site. Archaeologists will describe
how prehistoric technologies are
discovered and interpreted. Examples
of artifacts will be on display, including those found at the
Powers-Walker House. Bring your own arrowheads or prehistoric
tools for identification by professional archaeologists.
18
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Thursday, October 21, 6–8 p.m.

Harvest Time in 1858
Sunday, November 7
Noon–4 p.m.

Step back in time to the
1850's at harvest time. Try
your hand at corn shelling,
grinding corn into flour, or
making a corn husk or yarn
doll. Witness harvest activities
like baking bread in the
wood-burning cookstove and
grinding herbs for winter use.
Tour the historic farmhouse
to learn more about its
Photo: Paul Litke
restoration, and visit with
a Cavalry sergeant and his horse as they demonstrate the
weapons of the era used to protect these frontier lands.

FALL HIKES
NEW

HALLOWOODS WALK

All Ages

Saturday, October 23 | Prairieview Education Center , Crystal Lake | Fee: R $3 / NR $6
Celebrate the season! Bring your entire family out for a non-scary stroll through a luminary-lit savanna. Nature characters
come alive and share stories along the trail. Enjoy refreshments around a warm, crackling fire. Costumes encouraged!
Several time slots are available. Registration is required.
4:00 p.m.

Code: 7376

5:15 p.m.

Code: 7393

6:15 p.m.

Code: 7397

4:15 p.m.

Code: 7389

5:30 p.m.

Code: 7394

6:30 p.m.

Code: 7398

4:30 p.m.

Code: 7390

5:45 p.m.

Code: 7395

6:45 p.m.

Code: 7399

4:45 p.m.

Code: 7391

6:00 p.m.

Code: 7396

7:00 p.m.

Code: 7400

5:00 p.m.

Code: 7392

Full Moon Hike

All Ages
Friday, November 19, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Kishwaukee Headwaters, Shelter, Woodstock
Fee: R Free/NR $5
Code: 7341
Join us for a full moon hike through the prairie as you
discover full moon stories from cultures around the world.
Leave flashlights at home and let the moon light the way.

Sites Seldom Seen: Grasslands & Grazing at
Pleasant Valley Ages 14+

Sunday, September 19, 1–3:30 p.m.
Pleasant Valley, Woodstock
Fee: R Free/NR $5
Code: 7347

Join us on a rugged, off-terrain, 1.5 mile hike to learn about an
innovative project off the beaten path. District staff will talk about
grassland bird habitat management using grazing animals to create
the right structure and conditions that allows these species to flourish.

Inspired Star Part y
BY NATURE

STAFF ART EXHIBIT
OCT 17 - JAN 2

Painting by Jackie Bero

Artist Reception: Sunday,
October 17 from 1–3 p.m.
Lost Valley Visitor Center,
Glacial Park, Ringwood

The staff and volunteers of the McHenry County Conservation
District have talent! Join us for the opening of the "Inspired
By Nature" art show featuring the work of past and present
staff and volunteers. Art mediums will include painting,
photography, woodworking, and more!
This exhibit is part of our year-long celebration of the
McHenry County Conservation District's 50th Anniversary.
Refreshments will be served.

Hosted by Northwest Suburban Astronomers
Friday, August 27
6:00–10:00 p.m.
Coral Woods, Marengo

Friday, September 24
6:00–10:00 p.m.
Marengo Ridge, Marengo

(Rain/weather alternate Aug. 28)

(Rain/weather alternate Sept. 25)

Northwest Suburban Astronomer members will be on hand to
point out highlight in the night sky as they aim their telescopes
at globular and open star clusters in the Milky Way as well as at
planetary nebulae and the Andromeda Galaxy.
Dress for the weather, bring a flashlight covered with red plastic
or cellophane (red light preserves everyone’s night vision), and
insect repellent.
You are welcome to bring your own telescope or binoculars.
NSA members will be happy to provide guidance in their use.

Photo: Ken Wick

NATURE EXPLORATIONS

Migratory Madness Morning

Ages 14+

Saturday, September 11, 8 - 10:30 a.m.
Glacial Park, Kettle Parking Lot, Ringwood

Code: 7321

Fee: R Free/NR $5		

Migratory Madness Evening

Ages 14+

Tuesday, September 14, 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Glacial Park, Kettle Parking Lot, Ringwood

Code: 7344

Fee: R Free/NR $5		

Choose a morning or evening with volunteer bird enthusiast Dave Miller on a
search for migratory birds stopping over at Glacial Park. After the hike we'll gather
to compare notes and tally up all of the species we spotted. Bring binoculars and
field guides if you have them.

Tracking Trails

NEW

All Ages

Friday, September 17, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Pleasant Valley, Amphitheater, Woodstock

Fee: R Free/NR $5

Book Club: Adventures With Aldo
Fee: R $15/NR $20

Code: 7365

Ages 14+

Code: 7382

3 Weeks In Person: 9 - 10 a.m.
Saturday, September 18
Discover how hunters, naturalists and
Coral Woods, Marengo
animal enthusiasts discover where an
Saturday, October 23
animal has been and how to find them as
Pleasant Valley, Shelter 2, Woodstock
Saturday, November 20
you solve a natural mystery! Learn how to
identify different types of animal signs such Brookdale, Paulson Road Shelter, Woodstock

as tracks, scat, markings and fur.

Intro to Geocaching Ages 5+
Saturday, September 18, 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Lost Valley Visitor Center, Glacial Park,
Ringwood
Fee: R Free / NR $5

Code: 7383

Geocaching is a high tech treasure hunting
game played throughout the world! All
you need is a smart phone or a GPS unit,
and you can locate hidden containers
called "geocaches" anywhere. In this
introductory course, we will learn the
basics of geocaching and set up an account
at geocaching.com. Then you'll have the
chance to locate caches hidden near the
visitor center. Bring your smart phone or
GPS unit and dress for the weather.

3 Weeks Online: 7 - 7:30 pm
Wednesday, September 15
Wednesday, October 20
Tuesday, November 16
Join us for a seasonal program combining
an online book club with in person outdoor
activities focused on the readings of Aldo
Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac. Each
month we will read a chapter of the book,
then visit a conservation area and participate
in activities related to what we read. Through

at-home observations and during our field
time together you will build out your own
phenology notebook. Participants provide
their own notebook and a copy of A Sand
County Almanac, and should plan to attend
all six sessions.

V ir tua

Tracks and Scat Ages 14+
Wednesday, November 10, 7 - 8 p.m.
Online Program

Fee: R Free/NR $5		

Code: 7373

Fox and coyote live in Illinois, and their differences are
easy to see. If you only found a footprint, could you
identify what animal it was? How well can you identify an
animal based solely on its track or scat? Join us online as
we discover the left behind clues of Illinois wildlife!
20

Owl Walk

Ages 14+

Sunday, October 3, 5 - 7 p.m.
Lost Valley Visitor Center, Glacial Park,
Ringwood

Fee: R Free/NR $5		

Code: 7334

Search for sights and sounds of the owls
that reside in Glacial Park. The evening
includes a guided hike to listen for owls.
Inside we will show a slide presentation
and a visit from a live owl to introduce you
to these magnificent creatures. Dress for
the weather and for walking one mile over
hilly terrain.

Wooly Bears

All Ages

Wednesday, October 6, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Rush Creek, Shelter, Harvard

Fee: R Free/NR $5

Code: 7335

Learn more about these fuzzy caterpillars
and find out why we see so many this
time of year. Are they preparing for winter
already? Folklore says that the length of
the brown stripe on their backs can tell us
how long the winter will be. Can they really
predict the severity of the winter? Right or
wrong, these fascinating creatures are a
sure sign of fall.

l Pr o g r a m s

Introduction to Winter Birds

Ages 14+

Tuesday, November 30, 7 - 8 p.m.
Online Program

Fee: R Free/NR $2

Code: 7343

Learn to identify the birds you may see at feeders or in
your local conservation areas this winter. We'll explore
birds that stay all year and those who migrate here for the
winter. Time will be allowed for questions as well.

Youth 13 & under must be accompanied by an adult. All participants need to pre-register. Register online at MCCDistrict.org.

Mythbusters: Animal Edition

Ages 7+

Wednesday, October 27, 6 - 7 p.m.
Lost Valley Visitor Center, Glacial Park,
Ringwood

Code: 7326

Fee: R Free/NR $5		

It's that time of year when scary animal
images are everywhere. But are these
animals really creatures to fear? Come
out to the Lost Valley Visitor Center as we
debunk some of the major animal myths
that we hear frequently. Are they facts or
myths to be busted? This program will take
place all indoors.

Hiding in Plain Sight

Ages 5+ w/ Adult

Sunday, November 7, 10:30 a.m. - Noon
Marengo Ridge, Shelter #2, Marengo

Code: 7372

Fee (child only): R $2/NR $5

Some animals have special markings
or colors that let them blend into their
surroundings. Can you think of different
ways an animal can camouflage? Join us
as we explore how animals can hide in
their surroundings as we play camouflage
games and make a craft. How good can
YOU hide?

NEW

Fall Color Hike and Candle Luminary Craft
Sunday, October 10, 1 - 3 p.m.
Coral Woods, Shelter, Marengo

Ages 7+

Code: 7324

Fee: R $3/NR $5		

Come out to Coral Woods and experience fall colors as they start to emerge.
Be prepared to hike about 1.5 miles around the Conservation Area. We will also
be collecting colorful fall leaves during the hike to create a fall candle luminary
that you can take home with you.

Fort Building Fun Ages 7+
Saturday, November 13, 1 - 3 p.m.
Rush Creek, Shelter, Harvard
Fee: R Free/NR $5 Code: 7331

Could you survive the natural elements if you
were stranded in the woods? Take advantage of this
Fall Harvest: Cast Iron Cooking Ages 14+
special opportunity! Participants are invited off-trail
Sunday, October 17, Noon - 3:30 p.m.
to use their creativity and ingenuity to build forts
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake
and shelters using the natural materials around
Fee: R $15/NR $20		
Code: 7357
them. We will then discuss the importance of
"Leave No Trace" as we disassemble our
Learn to cook some tasty Dutch oven autumn recipes while learning about cast
creations.
iron use and care. Most importantly, we'll be preparing an early supper with a main
dish, dessert, and bread to enjoy together! Leave with new knowledge and recipes.
Taught by the one and only Dutch Oven Diva, Lesley Tennessen.

Natural Wreath Making

Ages 14+

Sunday, November 7, 3 - 4:30 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake

Fee: R $10/NR $15		

Code: 7380

Impress your Thanksgiving guests with a handmade wreath created from natural
materials found in our prairies and woodlands. Take a short guided hike to discover
what the prairie looks like in the fall, and to collect materials (under staff supervision)
to incorporate into your creation. Bring home some of the beauty of these natural
areas through your hand-crafted product. Instruction and basic wreath making
materials will be supplied. NOTE: Collecting of any materials on District sites is prohibited unless authorized
by staff.

Make Your Own Paper

Ages 5+

Saturday, November 13, 9:30 - 11 a.m.
Lost Valley Visitor Center, Glacial Park,
Ringwood

Fee: R Free/NR $5		

Code: 7340

Learning to make your own paper is easy,
fun, and environmentally friendly. Discover
how you can reduce, reuse, and recycle all
in one afternoon. Take your samples home
and amaze your family and friends! This is
considered a beginner class.

Youth 13 & under must be accompanied by an adult. All participants need to pre-register. Register online at MCCDistrict.org.
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CRAFT, COOK AND CREATE

NEW

School is done for the day - time to get outside and explore!
Join members of the education team for a hike, some games,
and other activities. Programs take place at a variety of sites
around the county to give participants the opportunity to
explore many different areas. Come prepared to be outside.
Fee (child only): R $5 / NR $8

Discovery Days

Ages 2+ w/ Adult

Enjoy a morning of fun, educational activities focused on
our special theme of the day. Games, lessons, and hands-on
experiences help participants explore our conservation areas.
Fee (child only): R $3/NR $6

Seeds Thursday, September 23 		
Rush Creek, Shelter, Harvard 			

10–11 a.m.
Code: 7388

Fall Color Friday, October 1
		
Coral Woods, Shelter, Marengo			

10–11 a.m.
Code: 7333

Bats Monday, November 1 			
Lost Valley Visitor Center, Glacial Park, Ringwood

10–11 a.m.
Code: 7377

Tuesday, September 14			
Fox Bluff, Shelter, Cary			

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7323

Thursday, September 30
		
Rush Creek, Shelter, Harvard

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7387

Monday, October 4 		
The Hollows, Lake Atwood, Cary		

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7366

Tuesday, October 12
		
Glacial Park, Kettle Parking Lot, Ringwood

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7336

Wednesday, October 20
		
Exner Marsh, Lake in the Hills		

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7367

Thursday, October 28
		
Brookdale, Paulson Rd. Shelter, Woodstock

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7368

Monday, November 1
		
Harrison Benwell, Wonder Lake		

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7378

Go on an adventure through nature as we follow a story-like
scavenger hunt! Can we find the "treasure" by the end of the story?
Letterboxing is a fun and recreational way to get out into nature
and become more aware of our surroundings.

Tuesday, November 9 			
Boone Creek, Shelter, McHenry		

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7404

Preparing for Winter

Wednesday, November 17 		
Beck's Woods, Chemung 			

Scouts in the House: Bugs

3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Code: 7352

Ages 7 - 9 w/ Adult

Wednesday, September 15, 5:30 - 7 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake

Fee (child only): R $2/NR $5		

Ages 8-11

Wednesday, October 6, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake

Fee (child only): R $5/NR $8		

Code: 7375

Spend a day exploring the pond, prairie and savanna
ecosystems. First, we will learn the history of humanenvironment interaction in McHenry County. Then, we will
head outside to learn what makes these habitats unique
through hands-on exploration and discovery. In the pond
ecosystem we will determine water quality based on scientific
tests. In the prairie we will discover the adaptations that allow
the plants to thrive. In the savanna we will calculate the age of
trees using a mathematical equation.
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Fee: R Free / NR $5

Code: 7325

Ages 3 - 7 w/ Adult

Saturday, November 20, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Lost Valley Visitor Center, Glacial Park, Ringwood

Fee (child only): R Free/NR $5

Code: 7342

Code: 7381

There's a hidden world under our feet! Learn how to use nets
to catch insects and pay a visit to an insect log home. Come
get your hands dirty while exploring a world often unseen!
This program will cover many requirements for the Brownie's
Bug Badge. TROOP LEADERS: Please make sure there is 1 adult
registered per 5 scouts in your troop. Parents should register
their own children.

Field Day: Pond, Prairie, Savanna

Letterboxing Ages 7+
Wednesday, October 20, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Rush Creek, Shelter, Harvard

Play games that teach about the animals in the area and how they
prepare for the winter season. Be a groundhog burrowing into an
underground tunnel or a chipmunk collecting nuts for later. This is
an indoor program.

Photo: Ken Wick

JUST FOR KIDS

After School Adventures Ages 8-12

Owl Pellet
Dissection Lab Ages 8+

Tuesday, November 9
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake
Fee: R $5/NR $10 Code: 7348
When owls finish eating a mouse or other prey,
they spit up the indigestible parts in the form
of a "pellet." We can find amazing clues about
owl eating habits inside these pellets! In this
dissection lab, we will learn about how owls
hunt and eat and then dig into our own
real, sanitized owl pellets to see
what's inside.

Youth 13 & under must be accompanied by an adult. All participants need to pre-register. Register online at MCCDistrict.org.

FAMILY OUTINGS

Fall Kayak Trip for
Families

Ages 5+
Saturday, October 16, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Glacial Park, Keystone Road Landing, Richmond
Fee: R $15 / NR $20
Single Kayak Code: 7337 Tandem Kayak Code: 7338

Spend a day in the wilds of McHenry County as we paddle
seven miles of Nippersink Creek completely within the
undeveloped areas of Glacial Park. Meet at Keystone Landing
to learn basic paddling techniques, kayak safety, and river
kayaking. The trip includes a stop for a primitive picnic
so bring a sack lunch and plenty of water to drink. Wear
shoes that can get wet and fully secure to your feet.
Don't forget sunscreen! Be aware there are no
restroom facilities along the creek. Children ages
5 through 7 may attend but must sit in the middle of the
tandem kayak. There is room for just one child in
the middle of the tandem kayak.

JOIN


NEW
Trail Tips on Staying Safe

Ages 7+

Fee: R Free/NR $5		

Code: 7322

Saturday, September 11, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
Marengo Ridge, Shelter #1, Marengo

Have you ever been on a trail and wondered if the plant you just
touched was poison ivy? Or if those berries growing on that shrub
are safe to eat? Have you ever been at an unfamiliar site and felt
lost? Come learn some basic trail safety tips to keep you and your
family safe when you go out on a hike or even camping!

Fall's Storytime

Ages 2 - 6 w/ Adult

Monday, October 11, 10 - 11 a.m.
Hickory Grove Highlands, Shelter #2, Cary

Fee (child only): R Free/NR $5

Code: 7374

Let's explore nature in fall! We'll read a story about the changes
that come with fall, and then enjoy a short hike to spot signs of fall
and hidden puppet friends from the story!

Storytime on the Trail

Ages 2 - 6 w/ Adult

Fee (child only): R Free/NR $5

Code: 7371

Saturday, November 6, 10 - 11 a.m.
Coral Woods, Shelter, Marengo

Join us for an adventure on the trail as we travel and explore with
the book Leaf Man! What will we discover as we follow Leaf Man
on his journey blowing in the wind? The hike includes exploration
activities and observing the wildlife around us.

Here is a free opportunity designed to help you and
your family spend quality time outdoors while learning
about nature. FOX Club families receive an exploration
backpack, Conservation District site and trail maps, fun
seasonal activity ideas, a bimonthly newsletter, and the
opportunity to join our Fox Club Facebook Group. The
club offers six gatherings a year, hundreds of outdoor
exploration ideas, and a chance to meet other outdoorloving families. Join online with Code 5123. For information,
contact (815) 479-5779.

Youth 13 & under must be accompanied by an adult. All participants need to pre-register. Register online at MCCDistrict.org.
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NATURE HIKES

Autumn
Wildflowers ID Hike
Ages 14+

Wednesday, September 8
5:30 – 7 p.m.
Kishawukee Headwaters, Woodstock

Fee: R Free/NR $5 Code: 7320

NEW
Coffee & Colors Fall Hike

Ages 14+

Friday, October 8, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Harrison Benwell, Shelter, Wonder Lake

Fee: R $2/NR $5		

Code: 7356

Come out and enjoy some of the last blooming
wildflowers of the season. We will hike the trail
in search of these autumn wildflowers and
give tips and tricks on how to identify
them. Note: Flower picking and seed collecting
is prohibited in conservation areas unless
authorized by staff.

Lace up your hiking boots and bring a reusable coffee mug for
a warm morning beverage and a stroll through colorful sugar
maples. Coffee and tea will be provided.

Cross-Fitness Trail Hike - Beginner

Sunday, October 10, 11 a.m. - Noon

Ages 14+

Lake in the Hills Fen, Lake in the Hills
Code: 7370
Fee: R $10 / NR $15		
Let's focus on fitness! Join us on a guided fitness hike that
incorporates functional fitness movements along the way. This
hike is great for the beginner new to working out in the outdoors.
Emphasis is placed on proper technique, pacing, and fueling the
body during the hike. No equipment needed but bring water to
hydrate. Wear clothing that allows for movement and can also get
dirty.

Creatures of the Night

Ages 7+

Friday, November 12, 8 - 9:30 p.m.
Lost Valley Visitor Center, Glacial Park, Ringwood

Fee: R Free/NR $5		

Code: 7328

The night time is full of nocturnal creatures that have special
adaptations that allow them to be successful in the dark. Come
out after hours and learn about some of these special animals
as we go looking for flying squirrels, calling for owls, and even
try spider sniffing! Leave your flashlights at home as we will let
our night vision guide us on our hike.

Get Moving with the Century Hikers Club! Ages 14+
Looking to get outdoors and enjoy the natural areas of McHenry County Conservation District? The Century Hikers will motivate you to hit
different milestones and receive a variety of rewards! Members also participate in exclusive programs and can hike with others by joining “The
Trail Pack.”
Enroll online at MCCD.me/Registration, enter code 5122. Questions? Email the club coordinator at education@MCCDistrict.org or call (815) 479-5779.
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Youth 13 & under must be accompanied by an adult. All participants need to pre-register. Register online at MCCDistrict.org.

Research continually shows that spending time outdoors away
from the hustle and bustle of daily life contributes to a healthy
mind and body. Join us for a fast paced hike to benefit your
physical and mental well being. Along our route we will stop for
occasional breaks to catch our breath and learn a little about the
beautiful site we are venturing in. Fee: R Free / NR $5

Prairie Trail Riders Ages 10+

Grab your bike and join us as we explore the bike paths all over
McHenry County. Register for one ride or all three. We will check
out the H.U.M. Trail, the Hebron Trail, and Ridgefield Trace. We
will ride 7 to 14 miles each day, starting and ending at the same
location. Fee: R Free / NR $5

Wednesday, September 22
Winding Creek, Alden			

10–11:30 a.m.
Code: 7349

Tuesday, September 28 		
Keystone Rd. Landing, Ringwood 		

6–7:30 p.m.
Code: 7384

Thursday, October 7 		
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake

6–7:30 p.m.
Code: 7386

Wednesday, October 20
		
High Point, Alden 			

10-11:30 a.m.
Code: 7350

Tuesday, October 26
		
Brookdale Shelter, Woodstock		

9-10:30 a.m.
Code: 7339

		
Monday, November 1
Marengo Ridge, Shelter 2, Marengo		

9-10:30 a.m.
Code: 7327

Sunday, November 7
		
Lake in the Hills Fen, Lake in the Hills		

10-11:30 a.m.
Code: 7385

Saturday, September 11 		
H.U.M. Trailhead, Prospect St. Lot, Marengo

10 a.m. - Noon
Code: 7362

Saturday, October 2 		
Hebron Trail, Seaman Rd. Lot, Hebron

10 a.m. - Noon
Code: 7363

Wednesday, November 17 		
North Branch, Richmond			

2-3:30 p.m.
Code: 7330

Saturday, October 16 		
10 a.m. - Noon
Ridgefield Trace, Walkup Rd. Lot, Crystal Lake Code: 7364

Wednesday, November 24 		
Boone Creek Shelter, Boone Creek		

9-10:30 a.m.
Code: 7369
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Monday, November 15 | 7-8 p.m.
Lost Valley Visitor Center,
Glacial Park, Ringwood
Fee: R $3 / NR $6
Code: 7329
Come experience the Passport to Lost Valley Adventures exhibit after hours!
Pick up a scavenger hunt sheet and make your way through the exhibit and
see if you can find all the answers. When you finish, turn your sheet in for a
prize! Great for all ages.
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HIKE, BIKE & SEE

Hike for the Health of It Ages 14+

Site & Seasonal Closures
 Hunting – seasonal site closures to ensure maximum safety for our visitors.
October 1, 2021 - January 16, 2022
County Line Road Access, Marengo Note: parking lot remains open for canoe launch access, then closed as weather conditions dictate.
Silver Creek, East Loop Trail South of Behan Rd., Crystal Lake
Brookdale, Paulson Rd. Multi-Use Trail, Woodstock
Pioneer Road Canoe Landing, Richmond; then as weather conditions dictate closure.
Community Research Forest, Harvard Exception: Trail remains open 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. daily.
October 29 - 31; November 5-7, and 12-14
Hickory Grove Riverfront, Cary Note: open for fishing until first ice; campground closed.
Hickory Grove Highlands & Lyon's Prairie Marsh, Cary
Silver Creek, Crystal Lake
Stickney Run, McHenry
November 19-21
Marengo Ridge, Marengo
Rush Creek, Harvard
December 2-5
All of Glacial Park including Lost Valley Visitor Center and Prairie Trail from W. Solon Rd. south to School Rd.
December 2-5, and 10-12; December 20, 2021 - January 2, 2022
Pioneer Road Canoe Landing, Richmond; then as weather conditions dictate closure.

 Weather Related – most sites reopen March 31. Check the website for updates.
Trails open to walk-in traffic. Parking lots close with 2" of snowfall (reopen if temperatures become mild.) After Jan. 2 and a significant snowfall, lots close for season.
Beck's Woods & Piscasaw North, Chemung
Dufield South, Woodstock
Prairie Trail Meyer Lot, Algonquin
Prairie Trail Hillside Lot, Algonquin
Elizabeth Lake NP Varga Archaeological Site, Richmond
Boger Bog, Bull Valley
Boone Creek, Bull Valley
Exner Marsh/Lakewood & Miller Road, LITH
Lake in The Hills Fen, LITH
Brookdale, Paulson Rd. Entrance, Woodstock
Huntley-Union-Marengo (HUM) Trail, Marengo
North Branch, Richmond
Community Research Forest, Harvard
Kishwaukee Headwaters, Woodstock
Seasonal Closures or Special Conditions:
Coral Woods, Marengo
Dufield Pond: Pond, N., Woodstock
Hickory Grove Riverfront, Cary
Nippersink Canoe Base, Spring Grove

Feb. 25–Mar. 19; open for Festival of the Sugar Maples, Mar. 12, 13, 19 & 20, 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
North Lot & Pond: first ice & stays closed.
Closed at first ice; trails open to walk-in traffic, except hunting weekends: Oct. 23–31, Nov. 5-7, Nov. 12-14
As conditions dictate (ice formation and/or cold temperatures).

Camp Local! Sleep under starry skies nearby…

The Conservation District has five group campgrounds and one with individual camp sites available to reserve online.
Thomas Woods, Marengo Ridge
Open May–October, Weekends;

Open for winter group camping Dec - March

Advance reservations are not required for
Thomas Woods IF there is site availability.
Call (815) 338-6223, ext. 1211.

Let's Go Camping!
Camp sites are first come, first served for last
minute camping plans, until full.
If you wish to secure a site, make advance
reservations online at MCCD.me/Reservations
with a credit card 48 hours in advance. Payment by
credit card, cash or check is accepted on site.
Reserve online at MCCD.me/Reservations.
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Education Program Registration Procedures
Choose one of the following convenient ways to complete your registration.
If you are registering by mail or drop off, make sure you sign the participant waiver at the bottom of the registration form, download
at MCCD.me/RegistrationForm. Copies of the form are acceptable as long as they are legible. Payment must accompany your registration.
We accept checks payable to McHenry County Conservation District and cash. Payment by credit card is accepted via online registration only.

8OMCCDistrict.org
nline:

7 
Fax (no fee programs only):
(815) 479-5766

+
Mail:

D rop off locations/hours:

Spring
Summer Camps:
Summer:
Fall:
Winter:

 Tip Sign up for multiple people/programs at once

Non-residents

Feb. 10
Feb. 10
May 10
Aug. 10
Nov. 10

to incur only one $2.00 transaction fee. (Fee programs only).

Feb. 20
Feb. 20
May 20
Aug. 20
Nov. 20

Withdrawal/Cancellation

S

L

B

R T R AI

If you need to withdraw from a class,
please contact Prairieview Education Center at (815) 479-5779 or email
education@MCCDistrict.org as soon as possible. This information is
needed for a number of reasons and also allows registrants on the
waiting lists to be contacted. Unless otherwise noted, advance notice
of five business days (ten in the case of summer camps) is required to
receive a refund. Cancellations may occur if there are an insufficient
number of people signed up or if severe weather is forecast.

SEPTEMBER

Monday

Tuesday

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 | 2-6 P.M.

Wednesday
1

Thursday

2

Friday

Saturday

3

4

https://MCCD.me/GoBeerTickets

5

6

7

8

9

10

Autumn Wildflowers ID Hike,
p.24, 5:30-7 p.m., Kishawukee
Headwaters

12

13

Theodore Roosevelt Visits the
Powers-Walker House, p.18
12-4 p.m., Powers-Walker
House

19

20

21

15

16

Adventures with Aldo, p.20,
7-7:30 p.m., Online
Scouts in the House, p.22,
5:30-7 p.m., Prairieview

22

Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
10-11:30 a.m., Winding Creek

17

18

Tracking Trails, p.20, 6-7:30 p.m., Intro to Geocaching, p.20,
Pleasant Valley
10-11:30 a.m., Glacial Park
Adventures with Aldo, p.20,
9-10 a.m., Coral Woods

23

Discovery Days: Seeds, p.22,
10-11 a.m., Rush Creek

24

25

The Great Outdoors Beer
Trail, p.15, 2-6 p.m., Fel-Pro RRR
T OUTD
REA

26

27

28
Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
6-7:30 p.m., Keystone Rd.
Landing

29

S

B

EE

OOR

THE G

Sites Seldom Seen: Grasslands &
Grazing at Pleasant Valley, p.19
1-3:30 p.m., Pleasant Valley

14
Migratory Madness Evening,
p.20, 5:30-8 p.m., Glacial Park
After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., Fox Bluff

11

Migratory Madness Morning,
p.20, 8-10:30 a.m., Glacial Park
Prairie Trail Riders, p.25,
10 a.m.-12 p.m., H.U.M Trailhead
Trail Tips on Staying Safe, p.23,
2-3:30 p.m., Marengo Ridge

R T R AI

L

OOR

THE G

Confirmation You will receive a confirmation by email
and/or mail to verify your space in the program.

EE

Hours may vary, check the website for
updates.

Register Early Classes are typically canceled if they do not meet
their minimums one week ahead of time.

Registration Dates

Residents

Lost Valley Visitor Center
Route 31 & Harts Rd., Ringwood

Hours may vary, check the website for
updates.

Registration is processed first come, first served.
Beginning on the following dates:

T OUTD
REA

(815) 479-5779

Prairieview Education Center
2112 Behan Road, Crystal Lake

Attn: Program Registration
Prairieview Education Center
2112 Behan Road
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Sunday

'
Phone:

30
After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., Rush Creek

Landscapes | Fall 2021
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OCTOBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

HALLOWOODS WALK

Saturday, October 23 | Times Vary
Prairieview Education Center , Crystal Lake
3
4
Owl Walk, p.20, 5-7 p.m.,
Glacial Park

Wednesday

5

After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., The Hollows

10

The Big Sit, p.16, 7 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Glacial Park
Archaeological Awareness, p.18,
12-4 p.m., Powers-Walker House
Cross-Fitness Trail Hike - Beginner,
p.24, 11 a.m.-12 p.m., LITH Fen
Fall Color Hike & Candle Luminary Craft,
p.21, 1-3 p.m., Coral Woods

11
Fall's Storytime, p.23,
10-11 a.m., Hickory Grove
Highlands

6
Wooly Bears, p.20,
4:30-5:30 p.m., Rush Creek
Field Day: Pond, Prairie,
Savanna, p.22, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Prairieview

12

13

Friday

1

18

24

25

19

26
Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
9-10:30 a.m., Brookdale

Adventures with Aldo, p.20,
7-7:30 p.m., Online
Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
10-11:30 a.m., High Point
Letterboxing, p.22,
6-7:30 p.m., Rush Creek
After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., Exner Marsh

20

27

Mythbusters: Animal Edition,
p. 21, 6-7 p.m., Glacial Park

Saturday

2

Discovery Days: Fall Color, p.22, Prairie Trail Riders, p.25,
10-11 a.m., Coral Woods
10 a.m.-12 p.m., Hebron Trail

7
Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
6-7:30 pm, Prairieview

8
Coffee & Colors Fall Hike, p.24,
9:30-10:30 am, Harrison
Benwell

14

15

21

22

28

29

After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., Glacial Park

17

50 Years in the Making: Artist
Reception, p.19, 1-3 p.m.,
Glacial Park
Fall Harvest: Cast Iron Cooking,
p.21, 12-3:30 p.m., Prairieview

Thursday

Twilight at the Farmhouse, p.18,
6-8 p.m., Powers-Walker House

9
50th Anniversary Road Rally,
p.16, 8 am-1 pm, Brookdale

16

OAKtober Planting Party, p.17,
1-4 p.m., Marengo Ridge
Fall Kayak Trip for Families, p.23,
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Keystone Rd. Landing
Prairie Trail Riders, p.25,
10 a.m.-12 p.m., Ridgefield Trace

23

Hallowoods Hike, p.19
Times vary, Prairieview
Adventures with Aldo, p.20,
9-10 a.m., Pleasant Valley

30

After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., Brookdale

31

NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

1

Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
9-10:30 a.m., Marengo Ridge
After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., Harrison Benwell
Discovery Days: Bats, p.22,
10-11 a.m., Glacial Park

7

Tuesday

8

Harvest Time in 1858, p.18, 12-4 p.m.,
Powers-Walker House
Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
10-11:30 a.m., LITH Fen
Natural Wreath Making, p.21,
13-4:30 p.m., Prairieview
Hiding in Plain Sight, p.21,
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., Marengo Ridge

2

9
After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., Boone Creek
Owl Pellet Dissection Lab, p.22,
6:30-7:30 p.m., Prairieview

14

15
Passport to Lost Valley
Adventures After Dark, p.25,
7-8 p.m., Glacial Park

21

22

28

29

16
Adventures with Aldo, p.20,
7-7:30 p.m., Online

23

30
Introduction to Winter Birds,
p.20, 7-8 p.m., Online

28
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Wednesday
3

10

Thursday

4

11

Tracks & Scat, p.20, 7-8 p.m.,
Online

17

24

5

18

Saturday

6

Storytime on the Trail, p.23,
10-11 a.m., Coral Woods

12
Creatures of the Night, p.24,
8-9:30 p.m., Glacial Park

Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
2-3:30 p.m., North Branch
After School Adventures, p.22,
3:45-5:15 p.m., Beck's Woods

Hike for the Health of It, p.25,
9-10:30 a.m., Boone Creek

Friday

19

13
Make Your Own Paper, p.21,
9:30-11 a.m., Glacial Park
Fort Building Fun, p.21,
1-3 p.m., Rush Creek

20

Full Moon Hike, p.19, 7-8:30 p.m., Adventures with Aldo, p.20,
Kishwaukee Headwaters
9-10 a.m., Brookdale
Preparing for Winter, p.22,
1:30-2:30 p.m., Glacial Park

25

26

Harvest Time in 1858
Sunday, November 7, Noon–4 pm
Powers-Walker House, Glacial Park

27
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Recreational Trails

Brookdale Administrative Office

Lost Valley Visitor Center

18410 US Highway 14
Woodstock, IL 60098
815.338.6223

Route 31 and Harts Rd.
Ringwood, IL
815.678.4532

Prairieview Education Center

Hours: April - October
Daily: 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Hours: November - March
Daily: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

2112 Behan Rd., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815.479.5779
Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Wildlife Resource Center
815.728.8307

Open Sites

Protected Areas

McHenry County Conservation District manages over 25,600 acres
of open space graced with woodlands, prairies, wetlands, and
savannas. Trails and other recreational amenities are accessible
at 35 conservation areas to enjoy hiking, biking, fishing, canoeing,
picnicking, horseback riding, camping, cross-country skiing,
snowmobiling and hundreds of opportunities to witness wildlife, and
attend outdoor environmental educational programs and events.

Police

Report suspicious activity:
815.338.6223, ext. 1210
If no answer call:
815.338.2144
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18410 U.S. Highway 14, Woodstock, IL 60098
815.338.6223  MCCDistrict.org

Socialize with us and other outdoor enthusiasts just like you!

#DiscoverMCCD

50th Anniversary
Celebration Event

Saturday, August 14
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Fel-Pro RRR, Cary

The Great Outdoors Beer Trail
Saturday, September 25
2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Fel-Pro RRR, Cary

50th Anniversary
Historic Road Rally
October 9
8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Ends at Brookdale, Woodstock

The Big Sit

Sunday, October 10

7 a.m. - 5p.m.

Glacial Park, Ringwood

Hallowoods Walk

Saturday, October 23
Time Slots from 4 - 7 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake

Go Digital — Select to read Landscapes online!
Send us an email at MCCD@MCCDistrict.org to update your subscription to the e-version.

In Home Delivery Requested Before August 1

