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Natural Communities

Rush Creek Conservation Area

Sedge Meadows Typically characterized by 
a large expanse of wetland, either gradually 
sloping or filled with sedge hummocks, these 
open wetlands are permanently saturated and 
seasonally flooded. Soils are shallow organic 
muck, although mineral soils may be present. 
Sedges and grasses dominate, along with a rich 
mix of wetland wildflowers. Native plants such 
as wild geranium, Solomon’s seal, wild onion, 
Joe Pye weed, and sedges are more abundant 
beneath the trees in restored areas within Rush 
Creek. Sedge meadows also provide breeding 
and nesting habitat for birds  
and amphibians.

Springs and Seeps Where ground 
water flows to the soil surface, springs and 

seeps flow to form a saturated area where  
water percolates slowly through the soil. Water 
flowing from seeps provides habitat for aquatic 
species, plus food and a year-round water 
supply for many birds and mammals. The moist 
environment also supports a rich community 
of grasses and forage plants. Spring seeps are 
essential breeding areas for frogs, salamanders, 
and invertebrates such as crayfish and a variety 
of aquatic insects.

Woodlands Characterized as having an open 
structure, woodlands still provide plenty of 
shade that support shade tolerant wildflowers, 
and a defined shrub layer. Numerous oak 
species including bur, white, black, red 
and scarlet dominate the western areas of 
woodlands in McHenry County.
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Trillium

Red-Admiral Butterfly

Painted Turtle 
hatchling

Bull frog Tadpole

Jack-in-the-Pulpit Wild Geranium
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