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Bluebirds in a nest box

(Dave Miller)

The scenic backdrop of Prairieview Education Center is the landscape view
of Silver Creek Conservation Area and its expansive acreage of wetland,
prairie and savanna communities. The wide open view highlights a mixture
of native grasses and colorful wildflowers, including compass plants,
coneflowers, and many species of asters. The woodlands and savannas
feature grand oak and hickory trees that invite a wide variety of songbirds,
hawks, and owls to fly among the branches while deer, coyote and an
occasional red fox travel below. Sedge meadows and fens located along
Silver Creek, within a designated Illinois Nature Preserve, provide habitat
for saturated soil loving plants such as marsh marigolds and skunk cabbage,
as well as a number of species of frogs, salamanders, snakes and turtles.

White-tailed deer
(Dale Shriver)

Bur Oak

Marsh Marigold
Painted turtle

(Bob Williams)

Spike Rush

Eastern Tailed-Blue

Culver’s Root
(Kevin Horner)

(David Cappaert, Michigan State
University, Bugwood.org)

Done with the map? Recycle it by placing it back in the brochure holder for the next visitor.

In 1993 McHenry County Conservation District
purchased the property, which included over 1,000 acres
of both upland wetland ecosystems, and access to the
Fox River. The District redesigned the home to meet
the need for an environmental educational center
in the southeast quadrant of the county where the
population was
growing rapidly.
The building was
added on to and
remodeled, but
much of the exterior
remains intact as it
did when the Rhoades
family lived here.

815.338.6223 • MCCDistrict.org
815.338.6223 • MCCDistrict.org

Site open sunrise to sunset.
Entrance GPS Coordinates:
Prairieview: N 42°15.588, W 88°14.330, WGS84
Silver Creek: N 42°14.533, W 88°13.347, WGS84

Otto and his wife built themselves an elaborate
7,500 square foot home and a state of the art barn
on the property. The elaborate home still stands
and is now Prairieview Education Center.

1009 Rawson Bridge Road, Cary, IL

Silver Creek Conservation Area
2112 Behan Road, Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Hours: Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–  5 p.m.
Saturday, 12:30–4 p.m.; Sunday, Closed
815.479.5779

In 1945 Otto and
Hazel Rhoades
owned this parcel.
Otto Rhoades
was the founder
and president of
the former Sun
Electric Company
in Crystal Lake.
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Exploration Station Located inside Prairieview Education Center, this interactive

room features many hands-on activities that help children learn more about the
natural world surrounding them. A puppet theatre, themed book bags and nature
boxes, books, board games and puzzles are just a few of the materials available. The
theme of the Exploration Station changes seasonally to highlight the changes taking
place in the environment. Children must be accompanied by an adult while in the
Exploration Station.

Natural resource materials you can borrow for free!

The Education Services Department offers a wide selection of materials you can borrow for use
offsite or while you visit, covering a variety of topics. Materials are appropriate for teachers,
parents, and youth group leaders seeking curriculum supplements, family activities, or assistance
with badge requirements. The District has created themed Naturalist in a Box trunks for grades 1–8
and Backyard Buddies boxes geared toward ages 3–7. You’ll find books, field guides, games, songs,
craft ideas, DVDs, lesson plans, posters, hands‐on activities and more, all based on the theme for
the kit. We are also a lending site for the resource trunks and field trip packs available through
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Borrow up to two kits for up to two weeks. Reservations are recommended.
For more information or to make a reservation, call (815) 479-5779.

Hiker Trail Packs Families, youth groups, and

adults are welcome to borrow trail packs when
they visit the Prairieview Education Center. The
packs are free of charge and are for onsite use only. A
driver’s license must be left at the center during use and
materials returned one half hour prior to closing.

Family Exploration Pack contains seasonal activities
designed to enhance your time outdoors. The packs
include games, activities, field guides, and storybooks.

Prairieview Field Pack is for adult use (ages 18

and up). Choose from a list of items to include in your
pack based on your interests, to enhance your time
while on the trails.

Map & Compass Packs are designed for

families or youth groups wishing to use the
outdoor map and compass course at Prairieview.
Packs include maps, compasses and map reading
activities for up to 24 participants. One adult should
accompany every four children using the course.

History

Prairieview Education Center

Environmental Education for All Ages

The 10,000 square foot Prairieview Education Center serves thousands of
McHenry County residents each year through participation in free or low-cost
nature interpretation programs, summer camps, school field studies, scout
programs and other staff guided activities. The facility also hosts periodic
exhibits, an environmental reference library, and the Exploration Station,
a family drop-in activity room. Visitors have the opportunity to explore
the prairie, savanna and wetland natural communities of the Silver Creek
Conservation Area while learning how to identify different bird species, finding
animal tracks, or using binoculars to observe some of the creatures that call
this conservation area home. Helpful staff is always on-hand to provide visitors
with program information as well as answers to nature-related inquiries.

In 1836 Corneillious Behan and his wife traveled
by covered wagon from Boston to settle on 640 acres
along the Fox River in McHenry County. He floated
wood down the river from McHenry to build his home.
The Behans had three children. His son Hippoleatus
Behan was known to build boats on the adjacent
Forbes farm in the late 1800s. Through the years,
the land Corneillious had worked so hard clearing
with oxen, was passed down and divided. At some
point, while leading a team of horses across the
river, a young colt got caught in the reins and was
pulled under the water; Corneillious tried to save
the colt, but also got pulled under and lost his life.

McHenry County
Conservation District

McHenry/Lake County Border

Nature’s Classroom

Recreation
Trails Outdoor enthusiasts of all ages can hike or

cross-country ski along seven miles of looped nature
trails that wind through wide expanses of open prairie,
into the savanna, along the wetlands and to the banks
of the Fox River. Dogs are welcome on trails on a leash.

Cross-Country and Skate Ski When there are four
inches or more of snow, four miles of north end trails
are groomed for cross-country skiing, and a 1 ½ mile,
relatively flat, trail loop at the southern end is groomed
for skate skiing. A skate ski trail differs from a traditional
cross country ski trail by being packed, but not tracked.

Fishing Cast a line into the 1.5 acre pond and test
your luck at hooking a bluegill or largemouth bass.
The pond is a part of the annual fish-stocking program.
All Illinois Department of Natural Resources fishing
regulations apply.
Bird Watching/Wildlife Viewing The prairie,
savanna and wetlands of Silver Creek Conservation Area
allow for ample bird-watching opportunities. Watch for
year-round residents such as Northern Cardinals, Redbellied Woodpeckers, and Black-capped Chickadees as
well as Eastern Bluebirds, Meadowlarks, Sandhill Cranes,
Great Blue Herons, and an occasional Bald Eagle.
Picnic Facilities Visitors are welcome to use the

patio overlooking the prairie when programs are not
in progress. The patio is located just outside the main
doors on the second level. A gazebo and small picnic
area is also available to the north of the main building,
with space for groups of 15 or fewer on a first come,
first served basis.

