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Dear Friends of the McHenry County Conservation District,

Our Mission
McHenry County Conservation District exists
to preserve, restore and manage natural areas
and open spaces for their intrinsic value and for
the benefits to present and future generations.

Our Vision

Elizabeth S. Kessler,
MBA, CPRE
Executive Director

To fulfill our promise that McHenry County’s
public lands, water, wildlife and way of life will thrive
in a rapidly changing world. Where people of all ages,
cultures and abilities are engaged and empowered
to learn about and contribute to conservation in
diverse and impactful ways. Where wild and scenic
places support thriving native plants and wildlife
populations and public lands support diverse outdoor
recreation, educational and immersive experiences.

Our Values
At McHenry County Conservation District we work
as a team, act with integrity, lead with compassion,
operate safely, maintain a sense of humor, innovate
continuously, deliver quality, ensure fiscal
responsibility and strive for excellence

Current
Board of Trustees
John P. Henning
President
David Brandt
Vice President
William Cook
Treasurer
Carolyn “Lyn” Campbell
Secretary
Patrick Fritz
Trustee
Linda Thomas
Trustee
Christopher Dahm
Trustee
Kelli Wegener
County Board Liaison

Our story begins with people. The land we call home has been shaped by
the people who came before us including the Potawatomis who relied on
the natural resources abundant throughout our region and the European
settlers who recognized the value in our soils. It was shaped even further
in more recent times by the passionate residents who made it their mission
to ensure that the same lands that sustained our first residents would not
all be lost to future development. It is thanks to their forethought that we
are all able to come together and celebrate 50 years of the McHenry County
Conservation District.
Founded in 1971, the Conservation District has secured, protected,
restored, and provided public access to more than 25,600 acres of natural
area which are as diverse as the people and animals who use and benefit
from them. As a biker, you can travel the length of our county without
ever leaving the Prairie Trail. As a hiker, you can get lost in the sound of
the evening wind rustling leaves in one of our woodlands. As a parent, you
can take comfort in knowing that your child can play outdoors among the
wildflowers and butterflies, then come inside and turn on the tap for a
glass of water that is safe to drink because our wetlands and prairies
have filtered out pollutants.
While the book you are about to read takes you on a journey through
our past, we must be mindful of and continue to focus on our future. Our
world is ever-changing and today we are faced with some of our biggest
challenges yet. Climate change, flooding, and the replenishment of our
groundwater resources are real issues McHenry County residents need to
tackle. As we learned during the global health pandemic - nature’s influence
and positive impact are far-reaching. We must remember the interconnectivity
between health and nature and our responsibility to rewild and steward the
places we love – nature will continue to be essential as it underpins our
economy, our society and our very existence.
As we mark our 50th anniversary, we celebrate our growth, progress,
perseverance, achievements, and partnerships. Most importantly, we celebrate
our people; those whom we owe a debt of gratitude for starting our story, those
who wove together our narrative over the past fifty years and those who will
continue to develop it far into the future. Those people include everyone who
has volunteered their service and leadership to our Board of Trustees, our
staff and volunteers whose knowledge and expertise inspire me every day,
and you. It’s your experiences, the experiences you share with your kids and
your grandkids, that will write the next chapters of our story and allow us to
preserve and protect our water, wildlife, and way of life for the next 50 years.
Thank you for your stewardship, support of our mission, and for sustaining
the dream for future generations.
Yours in Conservation,

in all that we do.
Elizabeth S. Kessler, MBA, CPRE
Executive Director

Our Beginnings - History Unfolds
It was the early 1970s when McHenry County Conservation
District started along its humble beginnings. Concern over
the environment had been growing for nearly a decade.
Biologist Rachel Carson warned the unrestricted use of
chemical pesticides was destroying the country’s wildlife.
Fish were suffocating on the shores of Lake Erie and
natural resources were being depleted by the truck load.
Millions of acres across the country were being stripped,
mined, clear cut and paved. A nationwide environmental
movement had begun gaining momentum. It was a time
when seventy percent of Americans thought the environment
was the nation’s most pressing domestic problem.
During the same decade, several environmental
legistlative acts and some 35 environmental laws were
enacted including the Clean Water Act, the Endangered
Species Act, a ban on aerosols, and regulations on auto
emissions. In addition, 100 million acres were set aside to
establish National Parks.

The McHenry County Conservation District was born
during this groundswell of environmental awareness
and optimism for the future. Conservation groups like the
Sierra Club and the Audubon Society took the lead, but
closer to home in rural northeastern Illinois in the county
of McHenry, the outcry came from a group of thoughtful
citizens who saw the rapidly growing suburbs of Chicago
creeping north & west at an increasingly alarming speed.
Early visionaries wanted to preserve the character of their
rural paradise of large rolling acres, agricultural fields,
equestrian ranches, big red barns and beautiful views.
The wide open spaces of McHenry County were
coveted by its residents as well as city folk who would
venture to the country to escape. Families would “come
out to the farm” where they could sit and sip lemonade
under the cooling branches of giant oaks and hickories,
where they could pick berries, gather for large picnics and
barbecues, and where numerous summer homes were
established along the Fox River.

To preserve this way of life and avoid high-density
developments, support from residents grew exponentially
around the possibility of setting aside lands to make
them available as a resource for all residents. Proponents
for the creation of a Conservation District pledged to
preserve large tracts of open space, wetlands and
native bird habitat.
On April 6, 1971, McHenry County Conservation
District was formed by a successful county-wide
referendum held in conjunction with the consolidated
election and was formally organized in July of that year.
In 1973, the newly established Conservation District
purchased its first parcel — 50 acres in Chemung.
Those 50 acres would become Beck’s Woods,
the second District site open to the public following
Harrison Benwell in Wonder Lake. In the years that
followed, numerous additional land acquisitions took
place and 34 additional sites opened to the public.
The distinctiveness of McHenry County’s natural
land was a driving force in the creation of the
Conservation District.

Throughout the 1970s the District added 2,167 acres.
During the 1980s 2,353 acres were added. The rapid
growth the county experienced during the 1990s
increased the value of land preservation and thus,
the District acquired 7,144 additional acres.
Today, McHenry County Conservation District relies
on 73 full-time employees to coordinate the management
of over 25,600 acres of protected land; present hundreds
of environmental education programs and special events,
and maintain 35 sites that feature 106 miles of hiking
trails, 45 miles of biking trails, 25 fishing areas, 6 camp
grounds, 6 canoe launches, 36 miles of horse trails,
18 sites with picnic areas & shelters, and a multitude of
opportunities for wildlife viewing. The District also boasts
17 dedicated State Nature Preserves within its sites.
For five decades Conservation District leaders, staff
and volunteers have fulfilled the vision set forth by our
founders and kept promises made to taxpayers to
protect, preserve and enhance the properties owned by
the Conservation District, for all county residents to enjoy,
and to hold in perpetuity.

The McHenry County Conservation District’s
First Board of Trustees
Mr. Arthur Baker, President
1971 - 1974
Dr. George Buehler, Treasurer
1971 - 1977
Mr. Frank Fabbri, Secretary
1971 - 1975
Mr. Robert Fritz, Trustee
1971 - 1977
Brookdale House - Today the home of the McHenry County Conservation District Offices

Dr. William Howenstine, Trustee
1971 - 1979; 1996 - 2001

The View Backwards — A Half Century of Land Protection
A very different McHenry County greeted the first January
days of 1970. Small villages and towns scattered across
the rolling glacial landscape lay interspersed among broad
swaths of farmland and pastures. To the casual eye,
abundant open space seemed to be a permanent fixture
in the region. But sweeping changes were already
occurring that would forever alter the idyllic rural life
enjoyed by McHenry County residents.
When the McHenry County Conservation District
was established, one of its primary missions was
protecting the county’s unique natural & cultural heritage.
Funded by a modest tax levy, District open space grew
slowly in the first two decades of the agency’s life, with
just over 6,000 acres, or about 1.5% of the county’s land
base preserved. Within ten years, family farms and rural
villages of eastern McHenry County would be engulfed in
a steadily rising wave of growth. By the late 1980s,
growth swept westward crossing Route 47 touching even
the most remote parts of the moraines and outwash
plains of the County.

By the mid 1990s, in the midst of unprecedented growth,
the ability of the District to protect open spaces was
diminished. Many residents began to recognize that
McHenry County had reached critical crossroads.
As concerns grew, calls for a more comprehensive
approach to protecting open lands increased. In 2001 and
2007, voter-approved referenda expanded the ability of
the District to protect natural lands. The challenges of land
protection efforts were complex. Fortunately, decades of
comprehensive studies of the county’s natural resources,
coupled with newly emerging knowledge on how aquatic
and terrestrial ecosystems function, allowed the District to
create a visionary land protection plan.
The District’s philosophy of open space preservation
evolved from protecting small isolated sites, in multiple
locations, to creating large preserves connected by
greenway corridors. Research indicates that the approach
of connected sites increases genetic diversity, fosters
greater ecological stability and retains viable populations
of native plants and animals.

Glacial Park; A view from the stone amphitheater Photo: Weg Thomas

In addition, these same lands provide opportunities to
link parks and open spaces for enhanced recreational
opportunities wherever appropriate. In heavily fragmented
landscapes, such as McHenry County, ecologically viable
preserves are created utilizing three basic features: Core
Preserves, Nodes and Corridors.
Core Preserves form the main building block of
biologically viable preserves. These are large blocks
of habitat often containing remnant natural communities
or populations of key plants and animals, usually within
a matrix of degraded but restorable land. Core preserves
are capable of sustaining plants and animals that require
large ranges and / or habitat blocks to survive and
allow species that are sensitive to genetic isolation to
maintain healthy populations.

Nodes are smaller blocks of habitat that can support
populations of plants and animals that do not require
large ranges. Nodes act as transfer stations along
corridors, funneling individuals and genetic material
from one core preserve to another.
Corridors are blocks of land that connect one
preserve to another, permitting genetic flow to occur
between populations of plants and animals that would
otherwise be isolated. Many smaller Conservation Areas
serve this function. Typical corridors include railroad right
of ways, multiple use trails and riparian systems.

Water lily Photo: Cindy Smith

The View Backwards — A Half Century of Land Protection ( continued )

Land Acquisition Through The Decades

During this same period, the face of conservation also
underwent dramatic changes and new partners emerged
to join the District in land protection efforts.
Since 2010, most District land protection efforts have
been based on partnerships with state & federal agencies,
local land trusts, private land owners, farm operators and
environmental groups.
Today, as the Land Protection Plan created over
twenty-five years ago draws closer to completion,
the 25,600 acres of District open space serves as a
foundation for a much larger network of preserved lands
owned or maintained by our conservation partners.

January 1980

2,610 acres

January 1990

4,946 acres

January 2000

12,879 acres

January 2010

23,757 acres

January 2021

25,623 acres

Half a century ago, a group of visionary men and
women looked into a future and saw two very different
paths to travel.
Today we walk in beauty and inspiration among the
ancient oaks, clear running streams and abundant wildlife
each time we visit a Conservation District site, because of
their conviction and commitment. It is to us, the inheritors
of that gift, to determine what legacy shall be our own
when that first century of McHenry County conservation
draws to a close fifty years from now in 2071.
Glacial Park oak tree Photo: Weg Thomas
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Glacial Park
A series of acquisitions over the years expanded
Glacial Park to over 3,400 acres of rolling prairie,
wetlands, delta kames, kettles, and the meandering
Nippersink Creek.
Four hundred acres of state-designated nature
preserves exist within its central core, providing habitat
for 18 species of state endangered and threatened plants
and birds, including least bitterns, sandhill cranes, upland
sandpipers, black terns, pied-billed grebes, yellow-headed
blackbirds, Henslow’s sparrows and northern harriers.
Wild turkeys were reintroduced to the site in 1993.
Glacial Park Photo: Ray Mathis

It is also not unusual to see thousands of migrating
birds during a fall sunset. In addition to the re-meandering
of Nippersink Creek, District staff and dedicated volunteers have restored hundreds of acres of native savanna,
grassland and wetlands communities since 1986.
Glacial Park is one of the Conservation District’s
most visited and iconic places. The site is home to the
Lost Valley Visitor Center, the historic 1858 PowersWalker Homestead, and is within the boundaries of the
Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge.

Nesting egrets Photo: Tracy Mathesius

Autumn in Pleasant Valley Photo: Wendy Kummerer

Pleasant Valley
Pleasant Valley is one of the most biologically diverse,
stunningly beautiful, and locally accessible conservation
sites in McHenry County. It is the Conservation District’s
second largest site and is the largest property in McHenry
County with no bisecting roads.
Originally formed by glaciers, this site is a combination
of wetland, prairie, and magnificent oak woodlands.
The Conservation District made its first purchase at the
Pleasant Valley Conservation Area in 1994. This 110
acre purchase was followed by 13 additional acquisition,
contiguous to the first, totaling 2,079 acres.
Oak savanna Photo: Weg Thomas
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Pleasant Valley was acquired to establish a macrosite;
one of a handful of areas remaining in McHenry County
where it was possible to protect enough land to create
large blocks of habitat. The land also protects the main
stem of the Kishwaukee River and associated floodplains,
as well as prairie remnants, grasslands and marshes.
Over the years, upland natural communities have
been restored, stream corridors stabilized, and wetlands
reestablished. Restoration of a 150-acre wetland complex
on the west side established shallow marsh, sedge
meadow and wet prairie that now serves as a wetland
rookery which attracts numerous herons, cranes, terns,
rails, and blue-winged teals.

East Side Complex / Silver Creek, Hickory
Grove Highlands and Lyons Prairie & Marsh
Stretching along the Fox River, the east side combination
of Silver Creek, Hickory Grove, Hickory Grove Highlands,
and Lyons Prairie & Marsh Conservation Areas is a prime
example of how multiple land acquisitions can create an
integrated complex of protected, greenway corridors.
On the north end, Silver Creek, home to Prairieview
Education Center, makes up a 1,600-acre prairie, savanna
and wetland complex. To the south, Hickory Grove, the
collective name for three contiguous conservation sites,
makes up 812 acres and over two miles of Fox River frontage.

Silver Creek Photo: Wendy Kummerer

Silver Creek
Red fox at Silver Creek Photo: Andrew Zydell

Foggy morning Photo: Ian Painter
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Silver Creek is an ecologically diverse area that offers a
variety of biological communities and lends itself to the
protection of towering bur oaks and shagbark hickories,
numerous wildflowers, meadow plants and wildlife.
The woodlands and savannas invite a wide variety
of songbirds, hawks, and owls to fly among the branches
while deer, coyotes and an occasional red fox travel
below. Sedge meadows and fens located along Silver
Creek, within a designated Illinois Nature Preserve,
provide habitat for saturated soil loving plants such as
marsh marigolds and skunk cabbage, as well as a
number of species of frogs, salamanders, snakes
and turtles.

The wetlands attract the stately Great Blue Heron with its
seven-foot wingspan while an occasional Black-crowned
Night Heron or Bald Eagle will visit as muskrat travel the
open water and adjacent marsh. The wide open prairie is
home to sweeps of great angelica as well as blankets of
New England aster, saw tooth sunflower, compass plant
and the rare prairie dropseed.
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Marengo Ridge & Coral Woods
The southwest quadrant of the county contains areas
shaped by the Wisconsin glacier that moved through the
area 15,000 years ago and created the area’s familiar
landforms, such as the Kishwaukeee River Valley and
Marengo Ridge. Extending 40 miles long and 3 miles
wide, Marengo Ridge is one of the steepest vertical
moraines in Illinois at 1,050 feet above sea level.
Marengo Ridge & Coral Woods Conservation Areas
are among McHenry County’s last great places.

Autumn in Coral Woods Photo: Weg Thomas

Marengo Ridge,
Coral Woods
Dominated by red and white oaks, the environmental
significance of land acquisitions in these areas is the
District’s ability to protect the last remaining blocks of what
was once the Big Woods of McHenry County. At one time
the Big Woods encompassed large portions of Seneca,
Marengo, Dunham and Hartland Townships. Because of
the rugged topography now found within Marengo Ridge,
the land was difficult to use for farming or other purposes
and the oak woodlands survived clearing; thus making
the oak woodland remnant along the Marengo Ridge
extremely rare in McHenry County.

Summer in Marengo Ridge Photo: Weg Thomas

Great horned owl Photo: Ryan Mc’Deeon
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Additionally, Coral Woods is one of only eight remaining
groves that contain 100 acres or more of continuous oak
woodlands - now protected as public open space.
Coral Woods also boasts the county’s largest
sugar maple grove, some dating back 80 - 100 years
in an area also known for its spectacular display of
spring wildflowers.
Recognizing the significance of these precious
woodlands, the Conservation District began protecting
the area through a series of acquisitions between 1974
and 1986 with subsequent acquisitions through the years.
Coral Woods has grown to 794 acres and Marengo Ridge
to 818 acres.
21

Prescribed burn Photo: Rexayne Walker

Marengo tree planting Photo: Dale Shriver

McHenry County’s
Last Great Places
McHenry County’s glacial landscape is a fabric woven
together by a mosaic of treasured places and wide open
spaces. Tucked away in every corner of the county,
concealed in the rolling moraines and outwash plains
hidden in wet swales and forgotten pioneer cemeteries,
lay McHenry County’s last great places.
The remnant H.U.M. Prairie and the oak savannas of
Glacial Park are protected by the District. Other lands
have undergone ecological restoration. They host and
sustain diverse and varied plant, insect, bird and animal
populations. A walk through Conservation District prairies
and woodlands reveals a diversity of native species that
have returned since restoration efforts began in 1986.

Weekend of Restoration Photo: Lora Petrak

Wild bergamot, false sunflower, bottlebrush grass,
prairie dock and pale Indian plantain adorn these lands.
And, once native plants began to flourish, a parade of
other life such as butterflies, leaf hoppers and bees
dependent upon those prairie plants reappeared.
Countywide ecological restoration efforts provide for
the control of invasive non-native species like the gypsy
moth, purple loosestrife, garlic mustard and European
buckthorn. Through the restoration efforts of dedicated
staff, a volunteer stewardship program and partnerships
with several universities, our natural habitats are on the
road to recovery.
Flourishing native plants Photo: Ray Mathis
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The Remeandering of the Nippersink Creek
Sections of Nippersink Creek are ranked among the
highest quality in Illinois, supporting at least 21 animals
and 30 plant species listed as Illinois endangered or
threatened species. Nippersink Creek is the largest
tributary to the Fox River and is home to game fish,
silt intolerant mussels, ospreys and bald eagles.
After heavy rains, the restored wetlands hold tens of
millions of gallons of water that would otherwise flood
downstream communities.

Nippersink Creek planting.

Nippersink Creek
In 1999 the Conservation District took on the monumental
and innovative task of returning three and a half miles
of Nippersink Creek to its original meandering course.
Building on this success, the US Army Corps of Engineers
funded and completed the $4.9 million Nippersink 206
Project which restored the next 3.5 miles of the high
quality stream. The footprint of the new project area
covers 507 acres and completed the restoration of 25%
of the twenty seven mile stream, boosting the ecological
integrity of the entire watershed.
Aerial photo of the meandering Nippersink Creek
Nippersink Creek Photo: Ray Mathis
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Projects like the re-meandering of Nippersink Creek,
the School Springs Wetlands, the Big Woods oak
reforestation efforts at Coral Woods and Marengo Ridge
and the protection of the Kishwaukee and Nippersink
Creek headwaters are just some examples that bear
testament to these preservation efforts.
These stories owe much of their success to the
dedicated commitment of District ecologists, habitat
technicians, stewards and countless volunteers.

The Importance of Headwater Streams
The Schools Springs Wetland and Stream Project
included the restoration of over 5,000 feet of headwater
stream channel. Headwater streams are the small
tributary streams that gather and channel rainfall and
snow melt into defined channels that eventually empty
into larger water courses like the Nippersink and
Kishwaukee. They are important habitats for many
species of aquatic invertebrates, amphibians and fish
species. Headwater streams in McHenry County have
been impacted by a century and a half of channelization
(straightening) and tunneling (relocating the stream
underground for drainage purposes). School Springs
provides much needed habitat for species dependent
on these aquatic resources.

Excavating new stream & floodplain Photo: Caitlynn McWhorter

School Springs Wetland
The 2019 School Springs Wetland Project involved
the construction of the former stream channel, adding
gradient structures and riffle habitat, and the excavation
of a broad shallow floodplain to allow for streamside and
riparian wetlands that now hold excess water during
high rains and provide habitat for fish and wildlife.
Once thousands of feet of drainage tile were removed
from the former agricultural fields, the springs
reappeared. The re-saturated ground and the efforts
of staff and volunteers to seed and plant native species
restored this sedge meadow, wet prairie, and marsh
habitat communities.

Natural springs return Photo: Gabe Powers

In the coming years, this area will evolve into a diverse
natural community home to hundreds of plant species,
insects, birds, mammals, fish and mussels.
“ The Conservation District does these projects for all
the official ecosystem services reasons, but nothing is
more exciting than seeing the flash of a darter, hearing
the call of a Sora, or finding a flowering Liatris in a new
restoration project. ”
- Natural Resource Manager, Brad Woodson

Photo: Ray Mathis
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Reforesting the Big Woods
of McHenry County
The southwest quadrant of McHenry County was once a
vast 14,000 acre woodland comprised of century
old red, white and bur oaks interspersed with areas of
sugar maples that covered this moraine system from
Marengo to Harvard.
Today, the 818 acres that makeup Marengo Ridge
Conservation Area and the 790 acres protected within
Coral Woods Conservation Area in Marengo contain the
largest remaining mature oak woodlands in McHenry
County.

Staff launch reforestation program Photo: Wendy Kummerer

Big Woods

Oak planting Photo: Weg Thomas

In an effort to bolster reforestation efforts in this area,
Conservation District staff launched the Planting for
Tomorrow Program in 2007, later renamed Big Woods:
A Living Gift for Tomorrow’s Woodlands.
The program encourages residents, civic groups
and organizations to make donations for the purchase of
native trees to help in the woodland reforestation efforts,
to remember a loved one, or celebrate a special occasion
by planting a tree in their honor. Planting “parties” hosted
each October bring out donors and members of the public
to assist in a great day of giving back.

In addition to the natural environmental benefits,
the program affords residents a deeper connection and
appreciation for the land, realizing years from now future
generations will walk beneath the branches of majestic
oaks that they planted.
This successful program is responsible for the
planting of over 5,000 oaks, hickories and assorted
woodland shrubs, resulting in the reforestation of 61
acres thus far.

Photo: Cindy Smith
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Scientific Studies
McHenry County Conservation District maintains one
of the most robust research agendas in the region
encompassing numerous species groups. These include
dozens of rare plants such as the prairie white fringed
orchid and numerous animal species like the Blanding’s
turtle, as well as many lesser studied organisms such
as lichens, fungi and freshwater mussels.

Whooping crane

The endangered and threatened species being monitored
represent the last of the least in terms of the county’s
natural heritage; the rarest of the rare. As a result of its
rolling terrain and glacial landscape, McHenry County
supports one of the highest concentrations of endangered
and threatened species in Illinois, 84 of which still survive
in McHenry County.

Scientific Studies ( continued )
The intricate ecosystems protected in conservation
areas provide the necessary habitat to help sustain
and enhance plant and animal populations. Utilizing
dedicated staff, volunteers and a growing stewardship
program, as well as partnerships with universities and
non-governmental agencies, the Conservation District has
established a program of scientifically based management
and restoration efforts.
Restored lands have supported successful
reintroductions of many native species including the
Aphrodite butterfly, smooth green snake, wild turkey
and Blanding’s turtle. Restored grasslands and wetlands
have contributed to the recovery of breeding and migratory species such as sandhill and whooping cranes.
Over the past four decades the Conservation District
has conducted numerous ongoing monitoring studies on
its properties, developed the McHenry County Natural
Areas Inventory, and compiled a database of over 8,777
individual biological surveys.
This data quantifies floral and faunal diversity, identifies and ranks areas of high quality compared to other
areas of concern, and provides a feedback mechanism to
guide land management work. A sampling of significant
behind-the-scenes research includes oak ecosystems,
freshwater mussels, Blanding’s turtles, smooth green
snakes, the phenology project and grassland bird studies.

Sandhill family Photo: Debbi Himpelmann

Smooth green snake
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The Oaks of
McHenry County
In December of 2007, the McHenry County Conservation
District completed a two-year watershed study charting
the distribution and change of oak dominated ecosystems
county wide from 1837 to 2005.
The project utilized four separate temporal map layers
in a geographic information systems (GIS) format to produce oak coverage in 1837, 1872, 1939 and 2005.

The layers, based on the public land survey, the 1872
McHenry County Atlas, and 1939 and 2005 aerial
photography showed the dramatic loss of oaks from
143,000 acres (36% of the county’s land base) at the time
of settlement to 18,000 acres (4.5%) in 2005.
Even more dramatic was the individual mapping of
every remaining oak stand one acre in size or larger. Of
2,888 remaining stands countywide, less than 200 were
25 acres in size or larger and only eight contained 100
acres of contiguous oak cover or more.

Sunset in the savanna Photo: Erin Poliakon

A Vanishing McHenry County Legacy
This data mapping showed not only where oak
remnants were lost to tree removal, but also to discern
where residential development has fragmented oak
remnants beyond their ability to maintain themselves as
functioning natural communities.

The stark realities associated with oak loss revealed by
the study have spurred a remarkable series of efforts by
local agencies and volunteers to arrest and reverse the
decline. In addition it provided the catalyst to extend this
type of mapping to the entire six county region through
the Chicago Wilderness Alliance.

Oak survey Photo: Staff
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Mapping ancient oaks Photo: Staff
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Oak Reproduction in Midwestern
Savannas & Woodlands
In order to better understand oak regeneration on
Conservation District sites, Research Ecologist Dr. Tom
Simpson launched an in-depth five year research project
between 2009-2014.
A variety of experiments were conducted to
better understand the feeding behavior and populations
of species that ate oak acorns, such as the white footed
mouse and meadow voles. The study also looked at why
gray and fox squirrels were absent from oak savannas
and how the acorn-caching behavior of squirrels and blue
jays could affect oak regeneration. In addition, the effect
of prescribed fire was evaluated on the survival of oak
seedlings, as well as investigations into how manipulating
surface vegetation could play a role on the acorn-caching
behavior of squirrels.
Understanding and facilitating natural reproduction
is important to the progress of ecological restoration.
The research concluded a number of findings and
advised land managers to encourage the establishment
of oak seedlings by providing bare ground or short
statured vegetation at the time of acorn dispersal.
In 2018, McHenry County Conservation District
published: Oak Reproduction in Midwestern Savannas &
Woodlands: Understanding and Managing Acorn
Dispersal, by Dr. Thomas B. Simpson.

Bur oak acorn - Quercus macrocarpa Photo: Staff

Studying grey squirrel acorn-caching behavior
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Restoring Freshwater Mussel Populations,
One Species at a Time
In 2017, the Conservation District partnered with DuPage
County Forest Preserve District’s Urban Stream Research
Center (USRC) to conduct a freshwater mussel propagation project which involved searching different stretches of
Nippersink Creek for gravid freshwater mussels to transport to the research center where larvae were released in
a controlled environment, cared for overwinter, and then
released back into the Nippersink Creek to supplement
existing populations.
In 2018, young mussels reared through the program
were released back into Nippersink Creek. The strategy is
to perfect rearing techniques for each fresh water mussel
endemic to our area, to augment, reintroduce and create
sustainable populations, one species at a time.

Mussel survey Photo: Caitlynn McWhorter

Freshwater mussels are an excellent barometer of a
stream’s health. While they can withstand short-term
disturbances by simply closing their shells, they are very
intolerant of long-term disturbances such as siltation and
chemical contamination.
In addition, they have a complicated reproductive
strategy that depends on specific fish species to act
as hosts for their larvae. Thus, it is of great significance
to note that there are 21 species of freshwater mussels
known to occur in McHenry County; one is State
Endangered, four are State Threatened, and three
are considered “Illinois Species in Greatest
Conservation Need”.

Freshwater mussels are
an excellent barometer of
a stream’s health. While
they can withstand short
term disturbances by
simply closing their shells,
they are very intolerant
of long-term disturbances
such as siltation and
chemical contamination.
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Phenology Project
In the 1980s, botanist, wildflower photographer and
conservationist Joyce Perbix spearheaded the
Conservation District’s Phenology Project. Invaluable
data was collected by volunteers on 714 different plant
species to record biological events and life cycles
such as flowering, leafing, plant bloom times and seed
ripeness. This data set the baseline for scientists to
study the influence of seasonal and climate changes
in the environment over time.
The study was repeated from 2012-2014 and again
from 2015-2019 with the assistance of volunteer plant
monitors who visited a site every other week from May
to September to record which plants were blooming.
Future land preservation managers will be able to
evaluate this data to assess trends in the timing of plant
life cycle stages with changing climate patterns and try
to determine what management steps may be necessary
for the survival of certain species.

Hand pollinating eastern prairie fringed orchids Photo: Staff

Prairie coneflowers in their summer glory Photo: Ray Mathis
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Illinois state endangered Blanding’s turtle

Blanding’s Turtle Head Start Program
The Conservation District has been working to save the
Illinois state endangered Blanding’s turtle for the past 27
years. Blanding’s turtles are a semi-aquatic turtle found
living in the wetlands on a number of District-managed
sites and preserves.
Not much was known about the habits of Blanding’s
turtles when the project began in 1994. Research began
with staff capturing the turtles to attach radio transmitters
to their shells. If a female turtle was carrying eggs, the
location of her nest could be determined by following her
movements. On average only 1 in 100 turtle eggs hatched
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Smooth Green Snake Headstart Project
in the wild will survive to adulthood. The only defense
young turtles have is to hide until they have grown large
enough for their bony shell to protect them. Giving
species a headstart during their most vulnerable time,
greatly increases their chances for survival.
In the 27 years of the project, the Conservation
District has microchipped over 1,100 Blanding’s turtles,
including more than 900 head-started turtles. Through
this process, there is documentation of adult turtles living
another 20 years on District sites, and previously headstarted turtles have now reproduced – making their
hatchlings the 2nd generation of the head-starting project.

In 2013, the District launched a five-year smooth green
snake project to help boost the numbers of the species
within McHenry County, which are listed as an “Illinois
Species in Greatest Conservation Need”.
In 2015, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
awarded a $25,000 State Wildlife Grant to help expand
the survey areas to identify populations on Conservation
District sites and establish an in-house headstart program
at the District’s Wildlife Resource Center. Staff monitored
the hatching of eggs and allowed the young snakes to
grow a bit before they were released.

The project resulted in a hatching rate of 92.3%, much
higher than eggs in the wild (~40%). Permits were
acquired again in 2018, 2019 and 2020 to collect eggs
found in the field, artificially incubate them, and this time
release the neonates to the original nest location. A total
of 95 eggs were collected, 93 successfully hatched and
all neonates were immediately released, hopefully
supplementing current populations.
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Grassland Bird Study
Before Illinois was tilled for agriculture it possessed great
swaths of prairie that covered much of the state. Prairie
avian fauna, or grassland birds, were abundant. With the
loss of the prairies, so went the birds. The Conservation
District works to reverse that trend.
The District has assembled grassland bird breeding
data on ten key sites. In the case of the North Branch
Conservation Area, a site that provides critical breeding
habitat for multiple grassland bird species listed as
declin-ing in the Illinois Wildlife Action Plan, a 16 year
case study which provides long-term information on the
impacts of restoration efforts on grassland birds.
Observations in the field inform future grassland bird
habitat management decisions, concentrating efforts on
decreasing habitat fragmentation and creating larger
blocks of continuous grassland habitat. Documenting
existing populations of breeding birds is also a critical
component in planning for public site development.
Data is being collected on a suite of six grassland
birds that are most common to District sites including
dickcissel, eastern meadlowlark, savannah sparrow,
grasshopper sparrow, sedge wren, bobolink and
Henslow’s sparrow. These studies provide data for
ecologists to assess habitat relationships, monitor trends,
map bird distributions, and determine how best to restore
land to native habitat to manage for grassland birds.
Staff also examines how sites can work together to
manage for overall grassland bird populations and
consider how to accommodate as many species as
possible to maintain healthy biological diversity in our
already fragmented landscape.

Volunteer Dave Miller at North Branch Conservation Area.
Photo: Gabe Powers

Eastern meadowlark singing
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A Way of Life
Wander within the Conservation District’s oak
woodlands, amongst the mighty oaks that stood watch
as early settlers claimed their stake to the land, as
young farmers tilled the rich soils of their surrounding
homestead, and today as young families hike beneath
their majestic canopy.
These oak woodlands, the prairies and restored open
spaces protected within our conservation areas create
beautiful scenic vistas, provide destinations for residents
to enjoy outdoor exploration, and offer countless visitors
places to exercise, unwind, and rejuvenate.

Whether it was the forest bathing concept of the 1980s,
the Leave No Child Inside movement of the 2000s, the
resurgence of outdoor yoga, or a means to cope with
the 2020 pandemic, research findings come to the same
conclusion. There is positive impact on a person when
they can be outdoors, in a natural setting
What many of us have known all along, and what
multiple research studies conclude, is that a daily dose
of fresh air can improve blood pressure and heart rate,
strengthen the immune system, sharpen the mind and
strengthen family ties - which overall lead to healthier,
happier residents.
Summer prairie at Glacial Park Photo: Ray Mathis

Way of Life ( continued )
McHenry County residents are fortunate to be able to
travel through McHenry County and still see landscape
views of protected open space: woodlands carpeted
in spring wildflowers and prairies ablaze in summer
colors. They are a beautiful sight to behold and where
hundreds of sandhill cranes, aloft in migration, can
transfix us in awe.
This distinctive McHenry County natural landscape
was the driving force in the creation of the Conservation
District some fifty years ago and remains a source of
inspiration for countless artists, poets, painters, scribes
and photographers. And for others, the conservation
areas are an outlet for exploration, recreation & discovery.
Each year the District welcomes over one million visitors
who hike, bike, picnic, paddle, hunt, fish, ski, horseback
ride, snowmobile, birdwatch and view wildlife up close.
As we celebrate our 50th year and navigate our way
through a global health pandemic the value provided
to the McHenry County community by the Conservation
District is reaffirmed. Despite the lockdowns, the demand
for our services tripled as the outdoors remained open
and deemed essential for our physical and mental health,
a place to console us, to repair us and recharge.

Wide open spaces Photo: Lora Petrak
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Glacial Park kames Photo: Martha Greeley

The Early Years

1971-1989 / Fulfilling the Dream
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The Conservation District’s physical beginnings started
modestly; a desk, a single phone line, a cup of pens, and
a circle of folding chairs in a basement office in downtown
Woodstock, Illinois. But what those beginnings lacked
in trappings, was far outweighed by the vision that had
brought the agency into existence.

Early leaders set to work to fulfill a promise made to
the citizens of the county under the Illinois Conservation
District Act ( 70 ILCS 410 ) to acquire land or water for the
preservation of natural and scenic resources, and for the
education, pleasure, and recreation of the public with such
restrictions as will leave it unimpaired for the benefit of
future generations.

It was a time when modern conveniences allowed for
more free time and leisure wasn’t just for the affluent;
leisure participation was influenced by the family, and
there was a demand for recreation closer to home. The
fast-paced lifestyle of the 1980s, in combination with a
deep economic recession, took a toll on people’s psyche.
Residents increasingly began to turn to the woods
and wide open spaces to relieve stress, find mental
healing and to relax. There was an uptick in physical and
mental exercise regimes to ensure a full life. During this
time the District opened the regional multi-use Prairie
Trail, the Hickory Grove & Thomas Woods campground,
the Nippersink Canoe Trail, hiking trails and picnic areas.

At the close of the decade, the District found itself again
fighting for a balance between development and natural
resource preservation as blueprints of a highway emerged
that would pave directly through the glacial kames of
Glacial Park. Efforts to educate and raise awareness for
the significance of protecting our natural heritage became
an ongoing, strategic campaign, one that was repeated
through the coming years.
This time, the strategic thinking of staff breathed
life into what developed as the Trail of History, a 25 year
running event that was a full-immersion experience of
understanding our cultural history.

As steadily growing suburban sprawl threatened like a
looming storm from the southeast, early efforts secured
natural lands. The first 50 acre parcel purchased near
Chemung, known as Beck’s Woods, began the process
of creating McHenry County’s public open space.
Additional acquisitions soon followed in Wonder Lake
(Harrison-Benwell), Harvard ( Rush Creek ), Marengo
(Marengo Ridge) and Ringwood ( Glacial Park ).

Site Openings:
1973 | Beck’s Woods, Chemung
1974 | Rush Creek, Harvard
Marengo Ridge, Marengo

The District adopted a conservation ethic encouraging
residents to develop a greater awareness of our role in
the community. The first District Interpretive Naturalist was
hired in late 1970s, focusing on school groups & teacher
workshops. Wildlife rehabilitation and environmental
education programs also came into being. The Living
Land Farm offered programs on rural living out of
a century old farm house near Crystal Lake, Illinois.

1987 | Prairie Trail South,
Algonquin
The Hollows, Cary

1973 | First parcel purchased,
50 acres in Chemung and would
become Beck’s Woods.

1979 | First Festival of the
Sugar Maples is held at
Coral Woods in Marengo.

1988 | Coral Woods, Marengo
Prairie Trail North,
McHenry

Harrison Benwell in Wonder Lake
is the first site open to the public.

1986 | McHenry County
Conservation District
Police Department formed.

1975 | Glacial Park, Ringwood
Historical Overview:

1975 | Wildlife rehabilitation
and education programs began.

1981 | Nippersink
Canoe Trail, Richmond
Hickory Grove, Cary

1971 | Voters support referendum
to create a Conservation District.

1976 | First Interpretive
Naturalist hired.

1982 | Thomas Woods,
Marengo

1972 | Ken Fiske selected as
first Executive Director.

First Land and Facilities
Ranger hired.

1986 | Piscasaw North,
Chemung

District logo selected from
submissions by county students.

First District newsletter
Landscapes is published.

First prescribed burn is
conducted.
1987 | Natural Resources
Department formed.
1989 | Glacial Park hosts the
first Kames Rendezvous.
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Harrison Benwell (75 acres)
7055 McCullom Lake Road, Wonder Lake, Illinois
Harrison Benwell was the first site to open to the
public in 1973. Oak and hickory savannas and a small
meandering stream make this a favorite site for hikers.
The site’s location adjacent to Harrison School provides a
good opportunity for school hikes, programs and outings.
A picnic shelter at the beginning of the trailhead can
be rented for large gatherings and picnic groves are
available along both sides of the creek.

Nippersink Canoe Base (377 acres)
400 East US Highway 12, Spring Grove, Illinois
In 1976, the District purchased 71 acres for its
strategic location at the confluence of Nippersink Creek
and the Fox River. The site opened shortly afterward and
provided a watercraft launch for paddlers. In 2006, the
Conservation District purchased the adjacent 113-acre
farm and conducted extensive restoration to restore the
wetland hydrology and adjoin the uplands to a diverse
wetland complex of former fens, marshes and sedge
meadows surrounding the stream.

Beck’s Woods (283 acres)
5940 North Pagles Road - Chemung, Illinois
In 1973, the newly established Conservation District
purchased its first parcel—50 acres in Chemung.
Within the same year, it became the second site
opened to the public. This intimate and peaceful site
is a perfect location for anglers to fish for rock bass,
bluegill, green sunfish, smallmouth bass and rainbow
trout in the free-flowing waters of Piscasaw Creek.
A picnic shelter, a group campsite and a short .5 mile
trail are also featured.

Hickory Grove (812 acres)
500 Hickory Nut Grove Road, Cary, Illinois
This site is so large that it is actually broken down
into three smaller sites: Hickory Grove Highlands,
Hickory Grove Riverfront, and Lyons Prairie & Marsh.
The complex offers an unusual diversity of habitats
and serves as a refuge for northern Illinois wildlife. The
Highlands provides visitors with hiking & horseback riding
opportunities through 4.75 miles of beautiful woodlands.
The Riverfront offers camping and bank fishing along the
Fox River. Lyons Prairie & Marsh has the distinction of
being named an Illinois State Nature Preserve.

Marengo Ridge (818 acres)
2411 North IL Route 23, Marengo, Illinois
Marengo Ridge Conservation Area protects large blocks
of oak and hickory woodlands. When Dr. Emerson Kunde
bought the land in 1950, 40 acres had been heavily
grazed by livestock. Kunde planted 15 species of nonnative conifers and thus changed the landscape once
again. In 1974, Kunde sold 80 acres to the Conservation
District. By 1980, the District added the Thomas Woods
parcel, which become the District’s first recreational
campground, opening to the public in 1982.

Prairie Trail
The Prairie Trail runs 25.5 miles from the Kane County
border on the south to just short of the Wisconsin State
Line to the north, connecting eight McHenry County
communities along the way. Allowing a safe & convenient
means of travel, the trail takes cyclists through many
scenic areas including Glacial Park, Larsen Prairie,
Sterne’s Woods, the Diverse City Prairie and over the
Fox River.

Rush Creek (726 acres)
20501 McGuire Road, Harvard, Illinois
Most of the area now known as Rush Creek Conservation
Area was purchased in 1836 by the Jerome family and
was later sold in smaller parcels to the families of Iverson,
Diggins, Burrows, McFadden and Kvarme. These families
divided the oak groves that once existed on the property
into 10-acre woodlots and harvested the wood for fuel
for cooking and heating their homes. The Conservation
District purchased 155 acres from the Burrows brothers
in 1974 and expanded the site through subsequent land
acquisitions through 1981.

Coral Woods (775 acres)
7400 Somerset, Marengo, Illinois
The Conservation District began protecting these
remaining oak and maple woodlands in 1976. The
site opened to the public in 1988 and is known for its
magnificent display of spring wildflowers & amazing
fall colors. The area is also rich in history. The first
European settlers, Elijah and Mary Humphrey Dunham,
arrived in 1836 and settled in Coral Township. The
intersection of US Highway 20 and Coral Road was
known as Coral Crossing, the location of a post office
and the Frink and Walker stagecoach stop that ran from
Chicago to Galena from 1830–1851.
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Trail of History
The future of Glacial Park was being threatened by a plan
to construct a highway through its core. The first Kames
Rendezvous was born out of an idea to bring as many
visitors as possible face-to-face with the beauty and
scope of this special site and to portray the historical
relationship between people and the land.

Historical kitchen Photo: Weg Thomas

Booshways Kim Compton and Dennis Beaver lead the
opening ceremony parade. Photo: Weg Thomas

Kames Rendezvous
		

Nestled at the foot of the
glacial kames in the rolling
terrain of Glacial Park, the
first Kames Rendezvous occurred in October of 1989.
In 1990 the event was renamed the Trail of History.
The annual event grew into a premier event portraying life
from 1670 through 1850, focusing on the history of what
was formerly known as the Northwest Territories.
The event grew to 150 encampments, including a log
cabin, historical kitchen and Metis Village, that required
the assistance of 400 reenactors and 200 volunteers.
At its peak, the event attracted 12,000 people.
Historic fur trader Photo: Weg Thomas
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In 2013, after twenty-five successful years the Trail of
History came to a final close. If it were not for visionaries
Ed Collins, Chuck Williams and Joel Kaplan, the Trail of
History never would have been created. Perhaps, instead
of the magic of Glacial Park and its 3,400 acres of open
space that now exists, there might have been a highway
in an area now protected within the boundaries of the
Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge.

The Growing Years
1990-2009 / Making a Lasting Impression
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Mother Nature made people stand up and take notice
in the 1990s. Hurricanes pummeled the South, wildfires
raged in the West and rains fell unceasingly in the
Midwest. While the world spun out of control, rural
McHenry County residents wrestled with suburban sprawl
and found itself grappling to protect open space. Voters
approved two referenda setting the Conservation District
on an upward trajectory for land and water protection.

In 2007, the Conservation District published the
Natural Areas Protection Guide to assist stakeholders
in making well-informed land use decisions, taking into
consideration the ecologically sensitive nature of some
properties. Embedded in the Natural Areas Protection
Plan was a call to preserve the county’s oak ecosystems.

The Oaks of McHenry County, published as an addendum
and served as a planning tool to identify and protect the
last oak groves and savannas throughout the county.
At the same time, there was a growing need to raise
awareness of the human impact on our natural world. The
District’s first environmental education center was located
in the renovated Wiedrich Barn, located in Glacial Park
that opened to the public in the early 1990s. The education department grew from one to six employees over that
decade. To meet the growing need for education programs on the east side of the county, the former Rhoades’
estate in Crystal Lake was transformed into Prairieview
Education Center and opened in 1999.

In the early 2000s the Living Land Farm was “retired”.
But by 2010, the District had acquired a privately owned
inholding within Glacial Park and a former hunt club was
repurposed into the LEED Gold certified Lost Valley Visitor
Center. Staff members relocated from the Wiedrich
Education Center and that facility was mothballed.
The 1990s also ushered in a renewal of family
values and a shift to community concerns. A focus on
organized sports catered to youth, but overall people
were more health and environment conscious. Residents
became caught in the time crunch of running errands
and getting kids to practices and were feeling stressed
and burned out.

Oaks at High Point Conservation Area Photo: Weg Thomas

The need to slow down and get away from watching
television was emphasized, and outdoor recreational
pursuits like camping, fishing, trail running, bird watching
and boating saw significant increases. With leisure time
at a premium, parents looked for activities in which the
whole family could participate. Hiking exploration, family
biking outings, and weekend special events flourished.
Conservation site visitation saw an increasing uptick
between 1990-1995 and participation numbers doubled
as more diverse programming was offered.

Site Openings:
1992 | Wiedrich Education
Center, Ringwood
1993 | Wildlife Resource
Center, Wonder Lake
1999 | Prairieview Education
Center, Crystal Lake

1993 | Wild turkeys reintroduced
at Glacial Park.
1994 | Blanding’s Turtle
Research Project begins.
1995 | First Candlelight
Ski program held.
1996 | Restoration of the 1854
Powers-Walker House begins.

Historical Overview:
Entire 26-mile Prairie Trail opens.
1992 | Renovations to Wiedrich
Homestead Barn complete.

1999 | Dechannelization of
Nippersink Creek completed.

57

Prairie dock in full bloom Photo: Cindy Smith

Historical Overview:

Site Openings:
2000 | Fel-Pro RRR, Cary
Exner Marsh,
Lake in the Hills
Stickney Run,
Prairie Grove
Brookdale, Woodstock
2001 | Silver Creek, Crystal Lake
2003 | Research Field Station,
Ringwood
Hebron Trail, Hebron

2004 | Fox Bluff, Cary
Marengo Ridge
Campground, Marengo
Dufield Pond, Woodstock

2006 | H.U.M. Trail, Marengo
County Line Road,
Marengo
Elizabeth Lake,
East Side, Richmond

2005 | Elizabeth Lake,
Richmond
Pleasant Valley,
Woodstock

2008 | North Branch, Richmond
Boger Bog, Bull Valley
2009 | Ridgefield Trace Phase I,
Ridgefield
Stone Mill Trail, Chemung

2000 | McHenry County
Conservation Foundation
chartered. Communications
Department created.

2007 | Voters approve $73 million
referendum for land acquisition,
wildlife habitat restoration &
recreational improvements.

2001 | Voters approve $68.5
million referendum

2008 | Comprehensive Site
Development & Public Access
Plan assesses and prioritizes the
park and recreation needs of the
county.

2005 | Camp Algonquin
is purchased.
2006 | Land acquisition tops
20,000 acres protected.
Website and online
registration begins.

A Recreational Use Policy is adopted to define activities allowed
on District sites.

2008 | The Oaks of McHenry
County is published, appealing
to local municipalities to protect
the county’s last remaining oak
ecosystems.
Online registration for education
programs is implemented.
2009 | Natural Areas Impact
Evaluation Policy is adopted
to provide best conservation
practice for development
proposals.
New rebranding initiative.
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Prairieview Education Center
2112 Behan Road, Crystal Lake
Opening in 1999, Prairieview Education Center serves
thousands of residents annually through environmental
education programs for youth groups, school field trips
and summer camps. Built in 1945 and originally known as
Sunrise Farm, Prairieview was once the elaborate home
of Otto and Hazel Rhoades. Otto was the founder and
president of Sun Electric Company, now Snap-On Tools in
Crystal Lake. The District purchased the property in 1993
and renovated the home for use as an educational center.

Fox Bluff (279 acres)
Cary-Algonquin & Cold Springs Road, Cary  
The Fox Bluff complex includes woodlands, wetlands,
fens, wet prairies and 3,530 feet of Fox River shoreline.
The topography features varying slopes and ravines.
The northern portion is open to the public for hiking and
access to the Fox River. The southern section is the
former 116-acre Camp Algonquin that operated from 1907
to 2011. The camp was supported by the Chicago Bureau
of Charities, Chicago Board of Trade, Chicago Tribune,
Oak Park churches and numerous private donors.

Brookdale (1,645 acres)
18410 U.S. Highway 14, Woodstock
The Brookdale Conservation Area has been home to
the District’s Administrative Offices since November
2000. When Elmer and Helen Pellegrin purchased
the property in 1935, the surrounding area included the
Village of Brookdale which was established by settlers as
a stagecoach stop, sawmill town hall and tavern. Although
remodeled for administrative use, the District retained
the property’s historic character. The site features fishing
ponds, nature trails, a picnic shelter and six miles of
shared use hike and horse trails.

Elizabeth Lake Nature Preserve
Varga Archeological Site (345 acres)
11059 Lakeview Road, Richmond
This site is a diverse high-quality wetland identified on
the Illinois Natural Areas Inventory as one of the highest
quality lake ecosystems remaining in Illinois. Elizabeth
Lake Nature Preserve supports numerous species of
fish, birds, butterflies, native plants and 20 endangered
species. Over 238 acres are dedicated as an Illinois State
Nature Preserve. Archaeologists believe Indians settled
on the land from as early as 12,000 B.C. Arrowheads and
pottery artifacts were found during 1974, 1994 and 2000.

Fel-Pro RRR (277 acres)
1520 Crystal Lake Road, Cary
The Fel-Pro Company bought this land in the 1970s with
a vision to enrich the lives of their 2,800 employees and
families. The site was named Triple “R” - Rest, Relaxation
and Recreation. In 1998, the family owners of Fel-Pro
transferred a portion of the property as a gift to The
Nature Conservancy, Metropolitan Family Services
and the McHenry County Conservation District. In 2005,
The Nature Conservancy transfered its property to the
District. Today the site features trails, ponds, picnic
shelters, volleyball, basketball and a disc golf course.

Boger Bog (38 acres)
2100 Cherry Valley Road, Bull Valley
This intimate site features a one-mile nature trail with
interpretive signs along a boardwalk describing the
wetlands and the species they support. Not a bog, but a
graminoid fen, the site features marsh marigolds, skunk
cabbage and provides habitat for frogs, salamanders and
turtles. The woods are dominated by red and white oaks
and provide sanctuary for deer, turkeys, raccoons and
birds. A council ring provides a natural gathering place
for visitors to pause and enjoy the natural setting.

Dufield Pond (78 acres)
11750 Country Club Road, Woodstock
The rolling topography, oak woodlands, two hidden ponds,
a spring and ephemeral wetlands that make up this site
make it a gem in the heart of the county. The 7-acre kettle
pond is a remnant from receding glaciers 14,000 years
ago. The property was purchased with the City of Woodstock as part of the larger Woodstock Greenway Project,
which also included the protection of the Kishwaukee
Headwaters Conservation Area. A second entrance off
McConnell Road opened in 2013 featuring a .75 mile trail
through the woodlands with views of the pond below.

North Branch (521 acres)
11500 North Keystone Road, Richmond
Tucked away in northeastern McHenry County, the
North Branch Conservation Area is teeming with wildlife
and features a biologically rich ecosystem, a 125-acre
wetland complex, a Bur Oak savanna and a 1.5 mile
section of the north branch of the Nippersink Creek.
Another key element of the site is the 1.5 mile trail
connection from the Prairie Trail to the Hebron Trail, a
link to the Grand Illinois Trail System that opened in 2008.
Visitors can hike or bike the trail and enjoy an outdoor
lunch at the picnic area.
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The Engaging Years
2010-2021 / Building Community
After rallying through nearly forty years of growth,
McHenry County Conservation District is prepared to
set the stage for the District’s next chapter. During the
previous ten years, the District saw substantial growth
and passed two referenda. As financial resources waned,
the District adopted a renewed service excellence
approach, expanded self-guided opportunities
and improved ADA accessibility.

In 2010, the Board of Trustees adopted The Design
Ordinance and Groundwater Monitoring Research Study,
which set standards for developers to ensure that natural
and groundwater recharge areas would be preserved.
The District adopted The Americans with Disabilities
Act Site & Facility Accessibility Transition Plan. The District
also opened the Lost Valley Visitor Center within Glacial
Park, a recipient of the “gold level” of LEED certification
for the facility’s green technologies.

Site Openings:

62

The Conservation District received the Partners in
Conservation Award from The Department of the Interior,
recognizing the establishment of the Hackmatack National
Wildlife Refuge. Further accolades followed in 2013 with
the Excellence in Environmental Stewardship Award,
presented by the National Recreation & Park Association.
In 2018, the US Army Corps of Engineers awarded the
District a $4.9 million grant for restoration of the 3.5 mile
section of Nippersink Creek.

In 2020, the Conservation District found itself navigating
a worldwide pandemic. Despite many business and
restaurants closing and stay-at-home restrictions,
the outdoors were deemed essential for the health and
well-being of citizens. It became vital for the District to
insure that sites and trails remained open for residents to
enjoy as treasures to behold & not to be taken for granted:
protected today, tomorrow and for future generations.

Over 11,200 campers enjoyed the
District’s six campgrounds.

2015 | Casual visitors to sites
tops over 1 million for the
first time.

Historical Overview:

2010 | Lost Valley Visitor
Center, Richmond
Kishwaukee
Headwaters, Woodstock
Nippersink Canoe
Base Improvements,
Spring Grove

2012 | Fel Pro RRR
West Entrance, Cary

2018 | Ridgefield Trace,
Woodstock

2013 | Boone Creek, Bull Valley
Dufield Pond
McConnell Entrance,
Woodstock

2019 | Alden Gap, Alden
Brookdale Horse Trailer
Parking Lot Opens

2011 | Winding Creek, Hebron
Lake in the Hills Fen
Conservation Area,
Lake in the Hills

2015 | Community Research
Forest, Harvard
Brookdale Multi Use
Trail Opens

2010 | Design Ordinance and
Groundwater Monitoring
Research adopted.
The District kicks off Education
Programs, school field trips and
outreach programs hosted for
over 12,000 students, adults and
families at 620 programs, events
and workshops.
Solar lit hiking/cross country ski
trails installed at Pleasant Valley
and Hickory Grove Highlands.

2011 | Solar powered automatic
gates installed at all District sites.
The Weekend of Restoration
program is launched.
2012 | Conservation District
plays a key leadership role for
the establishment of the
Hackmatack National Wildlife
Refuge in northeast Illinois and
Wisconsin.

District adopts the Americans with
Disabilities Act System-Wide Site
and Facility Accessibility Audit
and Transition Plan.
2013 | District wins the National
Recreation & Park Association’s
Barb King Excellence in
Environmental Stewardship
Award.
2014 | District refinances bonds
for a $14 million dollar savings
back to taxpayers.

2016 | District hosts the first
McHenry County Conservation
Congress; over 100 delegates
attend and sign the Declaration
of Fundamental Conservation
Principles.

2020 | District navigates through
world-wide pandemic; outdoors
deemed essential for health and
well-being.
2021 | After 50 Years the
District has 35 conservation
areas open to the public & over
25,600 acres protected for
future generations.

2018 | US Army Corps of
Engineers completes The
Nippersink 206 Project, the $4.9
million restoration of 3.5 miles
of the high-quality stream.
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Boone Creek
Cold Spring Road, Bull Valley
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Boone Creek Conservation Area (608 acres) protects the
Boone Creek headwaters, wetlands, recharge areas and
stream corridor. From the 1960s–1990s the area was
home to the private Bull Valley Hunt Club that managed
the grounds for pheasants, dove, goose, whitetail deer
hunting and fishing opportunities.

From 1999–2009 the Conservation District made a
number of land purchases in this area to protect the
vital natural resources. Today visitors enjoy the hiking
trails and local horse trail connection that travel
through meadows, savanna, and wetlands. They also
take advantage of the picnic and birding opportunities.

Lost Valley Visitor Center - Richmond, Illinois
Nestled in the center of Glacial Park, The Lost Valley
Visitor Center opened to the public in 2010, allowing
visitors to discover the importance of preserving natural
areas. The center features the Passport to Lost Valley
Adventures exhibit and offers numerous programs,
camps and special events. The facility houses the
District’s Land Preservation, Natural Resources and
Environmental Education Staff as well as offices for the
McHenry County Conservation Foundation, the Illinois
State Nature Preserve Commission and Hackmatack
National Wildlife Refuge. The restored building was a
recipient of the LEED Gold Level certification.

Lake in the Hills Fen (408 acres)
1500 Jefferson Street, Lake in the Hills
This area boasts scenic beauty and natural diversity
where visitors can gain an appreciation for the native
landscapes. A unique blend of dry gravel prairie, sedge
meadow, wetlands, Crystal Creek and a rare hanging
graminoid fen make up this diverse habitat. Scenic vistas
are appreciated by all who visit. Over 426 plant species
thrive here, as well as 21 state endangered or threatened
species. McHenry County Conservation District manages
the entire complex, but the Illinois State Nature Preserve
is co-owned by the Village of Lake in the Hills and the
Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

High Point
10250 Reese Road, Harvard (253 acres)
The High Point Conservation Area is the highest
glaciated point in Illinois at 1,189 feet above sea level.
This savanna and ephemeral wetland complex creates
a habitat for many declining species of birds. The area
also contains 70 vernal ponds, creating one of the highest
Midwest concentrations of wetlands. The property was
further enhanced by the commitment of adjacent
landowners. Since 2004, neighbors have restored nearly
400 adjacent acres & have placed permanent restrictions
on their properties through conservation easements with
The Land Conservancy of McHenry County.

Winding Creek (631 acres)
8415 Johnson Road, Hebron
Winding Creek serves as a buffer from potential negative
impacts of the Nippersink Creek corridor. Preservation of
the creek is critical to maintaining the health and habitats
of the greater watershed, connected water bodies and the
Fox River. Another focal point is the preservation of oak
grove remnants. In the early nineteenth century, this area
was known as Bailey’s Grove, 1,000 acres of nearly
continuous woodland. By 1990, Baileys’ Grove had been
reduced to approximately 150 acres of scattered timbered
fragments interspersed with pastures and farm fields.
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The Enhancing Years
Connections in Conservation
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As the Conservation District grew, so too did the county.
Environmental education had already been embedded
in the District’s mission. With an influx of new residents,
the timing was right for the District to expand its program
offerings to reach diverse audiences and user groups.
Numerous free and low cost programs were offered to all
ages from preschoolers through senior citizens, and for
individuals, families and special interest groups.

A variety of special events like Paddle in the Park,
Celebration of Wildflowers, First Friday concerts and the
Great Outdoors Beer Trail were added to annual favorites
like the Trail of History and Festival of the Sugar Maples.

In an effort to enhance visitor experience, a variety of
recreational activities were introduced to conservation
areas including snowshoeing, camping, archery, cycling,
trail running, paddle sports, birding, cross-country skiing,
hunting and yoga. By the end of 2010 school field studies
and classroom environmental education programs were
offered to over 12,000 students annually. Summer day
camps provided outdoor experiences for nearly 400
children. Special events attracted upwards of 12,000
guests each year. Self-guided learning opportunities were
also improved through signage, trail guides, brochures,
exhibits, mobile apps, e-learning, webinars, virtual field
studies and the Wonders of the Wild video series.

The Conservation District Police Department established
itself as a proactive, positive face of the District. Officers
made themselves visible and approachable to site users
to aid in creating safe and relaxing places for residents
to enjoy outdoor recreational pursuits. The Department
also established a successful volunteer group, The
Prairie Trail Safety Watch, later reestablished as
SWEEP. Dedicated volunteers regularly toured sites and
trails providing additional assistance to officers. Police
outreach also included popular events like Hooked on
Fishing, Bike Safety and Hunter Safety courses; as well
as participation at the County Fair, the Children’s Health
and Safety Fair, National Night Out and Shop with a Cop.

Engaging the public through environmental education. Photo: Weg Thomas

The District’s Marketing Department diversified its
community engagement efforts by revamping its
quarterly magazine, launching a new website,
designing a new District logo, hosting a monthly radio
show Wide Open Spaces and showcasing the District
at multiple community gatherings and festivals. As online
technologies and social media platforms increased in
popularity, the District established a presence on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and Google
Business as strategic and creative ways to attract and
engage thousands of new audiences to support the
Conservation District’s mission.

The District remains steadfast in its vision to engage
residents in diverse and impactful ways. In 2016,
McHenry County Conservation District convened the
inaugural McHenry County Conservation Congress. Over
100 delegates gathered to propose and advocate for the
protection of natural resources, environmental education
and recreational opportunities. These thoughtful leaders
assembled under the premise if the legacy of public lands
is to continue, all interest groups within the county need to
speak with one voice. Delegates signed the Declaration
of Fundamental Conservation Principles and reconvened
in 2018 and then again in 2020 when the Conservation
Bill of Rights was adopted.
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Cultural History
In a world awash in change, where new information
redefines daily life at a pace unheard of across the span
of human history, the preservation of significant structures,
prehistoric sites & historic icons provide a cultural anchor.
McHenry County Conservation District owns several
historic structures and cultural sites including: McConnell
Farmstead and Powers-Walker Historic site in Richmond,
Wiedrich Barn in Ringwood, Kennedy Way Station in
Woodstock, Pichen Farm and Camp Algonquin in Cary.

The protection and preservation of these historic McHenry
County sites provides residents with a tangible connection
to the past. Each provides insight into the siginficant
cultural heritage of McHenry County. Original structures
are distinctive and reflect turn-of-the-century construction
methods and craftsmanship. These important resources
provide McHenry County residents with the opportunity to
reflect on the past while looking to the future.

Moving forward, adequate operational funds will be made
available for the proper maintenance and upkeep of these
important properties. This will allow on-going public
access and promote interpretation of these significant
cultural resources. The architectural and cultural heritage
of the Conservation District contributes to community
pride, tourism, a sense of place and provides an in-depth
understanding and appreciation of McHenry County’s
priceless heritage.
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Wiedrich Barn
Glacial Park, Ringwood
Wiedrich Barn is the last remaining major building from
the Wiedrich Homestead, the first parcel purchased in
what is now Glacial Park. The Wiedrich brothers farmed
this area with the Wiedrich sisters eventually owning this
parcel. Significant oral and written documentation of the
land use history of the site exists, including interviews with
the sisters talking about life on the farm for eight decades
and how the dust bowl affected this area. The barn has
undergone adaptive reuse over the years serving as staff
offices, a historical meeting space and a program area
with a modern interior and an historical facade.
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Kennedy Way Station
Brookdale, Woodstock
The Irish settlement of “Brookdale” was rough. It was
populated with more taverns than houses. No respectable
woman, if traveling through the area, would dare stay
there even for one night.
Situated about a mile away is the 1850s red brick
Greek Revival residence that was used as a women’s
boarding house during this period. This house has been
landmarked by the McHenry County Historical Society in
recognition of its cultural significance.

Camp Algonquin
Fox Bluff, Cary
The organized camping movement in America began
in the late 1870s as an educational protest movement
against certain features of an increasingly urbanized and
industrial world. The movement expressed a belief that
the “out-of-doors” was essential to a better way of life.
Camp Algonquin was started in 1907 as part of this
movement. Although the area is now heavily populated,
for many years it served as a retreat for inner city youth
and families along the banks of the Fox River. A few
buildings remain as a standing testament to the early
years of the Fresh Air Camp movement.

Pichen Farm
The Hollows, Cary
This property is the last remaining farmstead in the
heavily populated south east portion of McHenry County.
The farm’s history was documented in interviews with
Harry Pichen who was born on his land and died there
95 years later. The land traces 135 years of one family’s
history of farming in McHenry County. Their story is
representative of our county’s agricultural past and the
history of our communities.

McConnell Farmstead
North Branch, Richmond
What would compel a man to sleep in an oak tree his
first night in the county in 1835 just to claim his land?
This farmstead complex (comprised of eleven of the
original farm structures including a Greek Revival-styled
house and two large barns) is the center of the original
1,400-acre farm of the founder of Richmond, William A.
McConnell. McConnell went on to become a McHenry
County judge and served in the state legislature.

Powers-Walker
Powers - Walker Historic Site Glacial Park, Ringwood
This house and barn are part of the original structures
on this mid nineteenth century Irish pioneer farmstead.
The Powers family settled the land in 1843 and built their
Greek-Revival style frame house in 1854. Elon and Mary
Powers stayed here about twenty years while raising
seven of their children.

After the Powers family moved on, Samuel Walker, a
neighbor and prominent local citizen, purchased the farm.
An active volunteer group worked to restore and refurbish
the home’s interior and exterior historic appearance.
Today, the Powers-Walker House is a rich educational
and historical resource that is open for special events and
programs throughout the year; where visitors gain insight
to the early settlers’ connection to the land and the harsh
struggles of the pioneer spirit during the brief period of
the frontier in McHenry County. On February 3, 2015,
the Powers-Walker House was designated as a Historic
Landmark by the McHenry County Board.

Powers-Walker House Photo: Marty Hackl
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The McHenry County
Conservation Foundation
As the District’s philanthropic partner, the McHenry
County Conservation Foundation honors and
celebrates the inseparable relationship between
people and the places they love.
Thanks to its donors, the Foundation has transferred
more than $3.2 million to conservation entities across
McHenry County, with nearly $3 million going directly to
the McHenry County Conservation District in support of
its programs and initiatives.
Established in 1999
The McHenry County Conservation Foundation was
established in 1999, at a time when development was
steadily increasing in McHenry County and some of
the region’s most valued natural areas were at risk of
disappearing forever.
In the beginning, the Foundation’s primary focus was
to permanently protect land for the benefit of current
and future generations. During those early years, the
volunteer-run organization worked with private citizens
across the County to raise awareness for the need for
increased public funding to secure open spaces as
public lands. In 2001, the organization’s efforts resulted
in voters taking action in favor of a $68.5 million dollar
bond referendum in support of land acquisition.
Hard Work and Community Involvement
Thanks to the hard work and community involvement
of the Foundation, we again saw support for land
protection in 2007, when voters approved a $73 million
bond referendum to purchase and safeguard the lands
they cherished.
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Where the first referendum issued funds exclusively for
land acquisition, the second supported land acquisition,
wildlife habitat restoration, new outdoor recreation
amenities, and improvements to sites and trails across
the county. The Foundation-supported Open Space
Bond Referendums ultimately provided the District with
$141.5 million dollars to purchase open space and
manage it for the benefit of the public.
First Event Held at Glacial Park
The Conservation Foundation kept busy with additional
conservation initiatives. In 2002, the Foundation hosted
its first annual Pedal, Paddle, Saddle through the Prairie
event at Glacial Park. Originally known as Pedal through
the Prairie, the increasing popularity of the event and
interest from different recreational groups prompted the
Foundation to add kayaking / canoeing and a horseback
riding element in future years.
The Support of Individuals and Organizations
In addition, the Foundation began leveraging private
gifts to increase the capacity to support conservation.
With the help of individual donors and organizations
such as Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation,
The Oberweiler Foundation, and the Grand Victoria
Foundation, among others, the Foundation ensured
the protection of District sites such as Fox Bluff, the
headwaters of Boone Creek, and Elizabeth Lake Nature
Preserve Varga Archeological Site.
The Foundation issued grants to partner organizations of
the District and supported conservation projects managed
by McHenry County College, The Nature Conservancy of
Illinois, and Friends of the Fox River.

Ongoing Donor Support
In 2012, donor support of the Foundation further
advanced conservation efforts when it partnered with the
Illinois Department of Natural Resources and Openlands
to help establish Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge.

Today, the Foundation board and staff work to build a
base of private donor support that ensures McHenry
County’s public open spaces, natural resources, water
and wildlife are preserved and restored to benefit our way
of life and that of future generations.

In order to establish a National Wildlife Refuge, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is required to own land.
Recognizing the importance and lasting ecological impact
of establishing a refuge in our region, the Foundation,
in partnership with the above-mentioned organizations,
leveraged donor dollars to purchase a 12-acre parcel and
on November 6, 2012, USFWS accepted the transfer of
the easement under their ownership and Hackmatack was
established.

This is not possible without the support of individuals,
businesses and organizations who fund the
Foundation’s mission.

As the closest refuge to Chicago, Rockford & Milwaukee,
Hackmatack formalized the partnership of numerous
land protection entities and further protected large blocks
of crucial habitat for species living or migrating close to
these urban centers.

Looking Ahead to the Next 50 Years
As we look toward the District’s next 50 years, it is the
continued support of generous donors that will determine
how fast and how far the Foundation is able to go and
what work it is able to accomplish in concert with the
Conservation District’s strategic initiatives.

The Foundation’s First Executive Director
In 2018, the Foundation board took advantage of
another opportunity for growth when they made the
strategic decision to hire the organization’s first
executive director.
At the time, national and state funding for public lands
had been on a continual downward trajectory for years.
The decision to hire a full-time staff member was an
investment in the future of the organization and in the
preservation of McHenry County’s public lands.

The Foundation is proud to play an active role in the
protection of McHenry County’s natural resources and
the landscapes we hold dear by creating and fostering
partnerships that promote community engagement and
sound stewardship of our county’s natural environments.

For more information about the work of
the Foundation, visit mchenryconservation.org
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The Mchenry County Conservation District
Stewardship Pledge

We will empower people to conserve our water, wildlife and way of life here in
McHenry County by actively seeking your input and support.
We will protect land which filters and removes pollutants from water
while enhancing groundwater recharge.
We will protect and restore wetlands, streams and rivers;
which helps to reduce flooding.
We will remain steadfast in our commitment to protect distinct natural areas.
We will promote actions that contribute to clean air.
We will work vigilantly to influence the health and well-being of our county.
Photo: Weg Thomas

We will spark hope for a future more closely intertwined with the natural world.
We will create opportunities for meaningful outdoor recreational
experiences for people of all ages, cultures and abilities.
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As we look to the future,
we welcome fresh ideas
and exciting new programs
and events for the people
of McHenry County.

We will build strong resilient woodlands, prairies and wetlands
while striving to foster a deep sense of place.
We will provide outdoor places to reflect, play and interact with
family, friends and community.
We will help to build a sustainable and vibrant local economy by
providing a destination for outdoor recreation experiences.
We will manage public lands through science and in a manner that is
responsive and resilient to a changing climate.

Community Partners
Connections in Conservation
While the protection of all the county’s greenways and
waterways is essential, it is also a daunting task for one
agency to accomplish. To that end, the Conservation
District collaborates with local organizations, municipal
leaders and environmental partners to allow for land
protection and restoration successes on a grander scale.
Each agency brings their own unique strengths and
together these groups create an invaluable resource
for information, expertise and land protection. In addition
to the list of partners found below, we would like to
recognize a few of those organizations that work on
behalf of all residents, including the flora and the
fauna of McHenry County.
Environmental Defenders
of McHenry County
The Environmental Defenders
of McHenry County, a grassroots organization organized
in 1970, is dedicated to the
preservation and improvement
of McHenry County’s natural
environment in McHenry County and committed to
building sound ecological relationships between people
and the natural world. The Environmental Defenders
provide the community with educational programs and
volunteer action on pollution prevention, sustainable land
use and energy and natural resource conservation.
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In addition, they advocate for policies which protect
drinking water supplies and conserve land for open space
and agriculture; demonstrate waste reduction through
recycling drives and reuse centers; and encourage
natural resource protection through native landscaping
and stream protection programs.
Illinois Department of
Natural Resources
The Illinois Department of Natural
Resources is involved with the
Conservation District in nearly every
aspect from land preservation,
wild-life management, water quality
management, research and data
collection, fish management,
endangered species protection,
education and outdoor recreational opportunities and policing activities. The Illinois Nature Preserves Commission
assists private and public landowners in protecting high
quality natural areas and habitats of endangered species,
through voluntary dedication or registration of such lands
into the Illinois Nature Preserves System. The Division
of Education develops educational programs, training,
and licensing to provide for various outdoor recreational
opportunities that range from birding and biking to hunting
and boating. The Division of Grant Administration administers eight grant programs to help local agencies including
the Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development
Program, the Public Museum Capital Grants Program,
and the Illinois Bicycle Path Grant Program.

Chicago Wilderness
Chicago Wilderness
is a regional alliance
leading strategy to
preserve, improve and expand nature and quality of life
by connecting community leaders to tackle challenging
issues to ensure a resilient region. Organized over 25
years ago, more than 250 member organizations advance
the work in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and Michigan.
The work of Chicago Wilderness is focused on long term
initiatives including healthy landscapes, regenerative
agriculture, green infrastructure in built spaces, increased
habitat and preserved conservation lands, nature access
for all, climate resilience and aquatic resources.
The Land Conservancy
of McHenry County
The Land Conservancy
of McHenry County is
a member-supported,
nonprofit organization
whose mission is to preserve scenic, natural and
agricultural resources in McHenry County by working
with private landowners, communities and developers
on direct acquisition of property, land donations or the
establishment of conservation easements. These lands
are protected on behalf of the community, in perpetuity.
Since 1991, The Land Conservancy has helped protect
over 2,500 acres of McHenry County’s prairies, wetlands
and woodlands.

In addition, The Land Conservancy organized Project
Quercus to protect, preserve and regenerate the oak
woods, and The Oaks Keepers program that works with
private landowners on maintaining and regenerating their
oaks. They have successfully worked with homeowners
to protect 4,000 acres of the region’s oak woods, after
launching a 5,000 acre oak protection challenge.
McHenry Lake County
Soil and Water
Conservation District
The McHenry Lake County
Soil and Water Conservation
District is a not-for-profit
agency founded in 1947 for the conservation of soil
and water resources in the state to prevent erosion,
air and water pollution, floodwater and sediment
damages, and thereby to conserve natural resources,
control floods and prevent impairment of dams and
reservoirs. They work closely with the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service, who in turn work
with municipalities, private landowners and agricultural
producers on natural resource issues. The organization
offers student scholarships, project grants and hosts a
number of education programs including the hands-on
education trailer “The Greatest Show on Earth” and the
Envirothon Competition.
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McHenry County
Conservation District Partners
Alden Neighbors
Seed Sharing Group
Algonquin Township
Barrington Area
Conservation Trust
Barrington Area
Council of Governments
Barrington Hills Riding Club
Bobolink Foundation
Boone County
Conservation District
Boone Creek Watershed Alliance

McHenry County College

Richmond Township

Great Lakes Audubon

McHenry County
Conservation Foundation

Richmond Trailblazers

Huntley Community Radio
Huntley Park District
Hebron Township
Huntley Penguins
Illinois Association of
Chiefs of Police

McHenry County Economic Development Corporation

Illinois Association of
Conservation and Forest
Preserve Districts

McHenry County
Equestrian Coalition

Bull Valley Riding Club
Cary / Fox River Grove
Rotary Club

Illinois Association of
Park Districts

Cary Park District

Illinois Audubon

Chicago Area Mountain Bikers

Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation

Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning
Chicago Wilderness
Citizens for Conservation
Citizens Climate Lobby
City of Crystal Lake
City of Marengo
City of McHenry
City of Woodstock
Coral Township
Crystal Lake Park District
Crystal Lake Public Library
Cycling Without Age McHenry County
Ducks Unlimited
Dundee Township Open Space
Environmental Defenders of
McHenry County
Fire Protection Districts
Forest Preserve District of
Cook County
Forest Preserve
District of Kane County

McHenry County
Council of Governments
McHenry County
Division of Transportation

Illinois Association of
Conservation Districts

Chicago Botanic Gardens

Illinois Department of
Natural Resources
Illinois Department of
Transportation
Illinois Environmental Council
Illinois Farm Bureau
Illinois Federation for
Outdoor Resources
Illinois Nature Preserves
Commission
Illinois Paddling Council
Illinois Park and Recreation
Association
Illinois State Geological Survey
Izaak Walton League
Kishwaukee River
Ecosystem Partnership
Lake County Forest Preserves
Lake / McHenry County
Soil and Water District
Liberty Prairie Foundation
Library Districts
Lincoln Park Zoo
LL Bean

McHenry County Farm Bureau
McHenry County
Health Department
McHenry County
Planning Department
McHenry County
Historic Preservation Commission
McHenry County
Historical Society
McHenry County Horse Club
McHenry County
Mental Health Board
McHenry County Sheriff’s Office
McHenry County
Snowmobile Clubs
McHenry County
State’s Attorney’s Office
McHenry County Volunteer
Center
McHenry County Wildflower
Preservation & Propagation
Committee
McHenry County
School Environmental
Education Program

School Districts
Sierra Club
Small Waters
Environmental Education

The Land Conservancy
of McHenry County

Donna & Dave Brandt

The Nature Conservancy
Trails for Illinois
Trout Unlimited –
Lee Wulff Chapter
Trust for Public Lands
US Army Corps of Engineers
US Fish & Wildlife Service
University of Illinois Extension
United Way of Greater
McHenry County
Village of Algonquin
Village of Barrington Hills
Village of Bull Valley
Village of Cary
Village of Fox Lake
Village of Fox River Grove
Village of Greenwood
Village of Hebron
Village of Holiday Hills
Village of Huntley
Village of Island Lake
Village of Johnsburg

Kim Becker
Carolyn Campbell & Carl Edstrom
Martha & Andrew Carver
Sue & Bill Cook

Robert Fritz
1971-1972, 1972-1977
Dr. George Buehler
1971-1973, 1973-1977
William Howenstine, PhD.
1971-1974, 1974-1979,
1996-2001
Arthur Baker 1971-1975
Frank Fabbri 1971-1975
Burton Atwood
1974-1975, 1975-1980
Everett Thomas
1975-1976, 1976-1981,
1983-1988
Walter Lamprecht, Jr.
1977-1978, 1976-1981

The Hankins Family Foundation

Pat & Terry Dieckhoff

The Ivers Family

Brad & Yvonne Semel

Dennis Dreher

Cindi Jablonski

Erich & Kristin Thurow

Ray & Laurel Eisbrener

Kenneth H. & Elizabeth S.
Kessler

Nancy Williamson & Steve Byers

Hugh & Marlene Frisbie
Martie Gorman
Joe & Christine Gottemoller
John Green & Heather Beall

Ken & Shirley Koehler
David & Linda Kranz
Pete, Marisa and Merkel Family

Brain Cory, D.V.M. 1990-1995

Mathew Ewertowski 2009-2014

Preston Rea 1991-1996

Dave Brandt
2010-2015, 2016-2021

Craig Krandel
1992-1997, 2002-2007
LeAnne Kitterer 1993-1998
Ken McCreary 1994-1999
Tim Scottellaro
1997-1999, 1999-2004

Kent Krautstrunk 2011-2016
Bona Heinsohn 2012-2017
Brandon Thomas 2012-2017
Peter Merkel 2014-2019

Dennis Beaver 1997-2002

David Kranz 2014-2019

Robert Barkei 1997-2002

Vernon M. Scacci 2015-2020

Nancy Ellison 1998-2001

John P. Henning 2017-2022

Chris Mordi 1999-2001

Carolyn “Lyn” Campbell
2017-2022

Hank Fleming 2000-2005
Martha Carver
2001-2006, 2007-2012

Village of Lakemoor

Stephen Barrett
2010-2013, 2013-2018

Ken Koehler 1995-2000

Louis Hartman 1979-1981

National Association of
County Park and
Recreation Officials

Benjamin Washow 2018-2019
Patrick Fritz 2019-2024
William Cook 2019-2023

Kathleen Reiland 2002-2003

Linda Thomas 2019-2024

Richard Walrath 1980-1985

Joseph Gottemoller 2002-2007

Christopher Dahm 2020-2025

Village of Lakewood

William Wingate 1981-1986

Village of Port Barrington

G.F. Herkes 1982-1987

Bonnie Leahy
2003-2008, 2009-2014

Executive Directors

Village of Prairie Grove

Robert Kloempken, M.D.
1985-1987

National Ski Patrol

Village of Richmond

Nippersink Creek
Watershed Association

Village of Ringwood
Village of Spring Grove

Marengo Lions Club

Fox Waterway Agency

Marengo Snowgoers

Northwest Suburban
Astronomers

Friends of Hackmatack National
Wildlife Refuge

Marengo Township

Nunda Township

Visit McHenry County

McHenry County

Openlands

Wildlife In Need (WIN)

McHenry County Audubon

Paddle the Kish

Woodstock Snowmobile Club

McHenry County
Bicycle Advocates

Park District Risk
Management Agency

McHenry County Bicycle Club

Pheasants & Quail Forever

Village of Trout Valley
Village of Union
Village of Wonder Lake

Terry Clarke 1987-1990
Joyce Perbix 1986-1991
J. Larry Lane 1987-1992
Jim Albright 1988-1993
Dave Gardner 1989-1994

In Loving Memory of
Delbert Hendrix
In Loving Memory of Long-Time
District Volunteer, Chuck Hoening

CREDITS

Mary McCann 2001-2004

Village of Lake in the Hills

Northern Illinois
Special Recreation Association

Chris & Ellen Dahm

Joyce Palmer 1977-1982

Morton Arboretum

National Recreation and
Park Association

Daniel Schuette

TRUSTEES

Myron Reichardt
1981-1984, 1984-1989

Fox River Ecosystem Partnership

Friends of the Forest Preserves

Pamela J. Althoff, in Loving
Memory of Timothy Althoff
Jane & Robert Barkei

Loyola University Retreat
and Ecology Center

Friends of Moraine Hills State
Park

DONORS

The Community Foundation
for McHenry County

Forest Preserves of
DuPage County

Friends of McConnell Farm
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Grand Victoria Foundation

The McHenry County Conservation District would like to thank the following people for their support of this publication,
as well as their invaluable leadership. Without your generous support, this publication and countless other successes
would not have been possible. We are deeply grateful for your service and look forward to continued collaboration as
we embark on the next 50 years.

Kimberly O. Hankins
2004-2009

Kenneth Fiske 1971-1985

John Green 2004-2009

Donald G. Schellhaass
1985-1991

David LaGue 2005-2010

Steve Weller 1991-1997

Nancy Williamson 2006-2011

Craig Hubert 1996 -2006

Kevin Ivers 2007-2012

Elizabeth S. Kessler
2006-Present

Thomas O’Donnell 2008-2013
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